Bethel Children & Youth Ministries
Youth Update
Information from Lisa Bassingthwaite
The official start of programming will be September 14,
2022! All youth must be registered. Registrations can be
found on the Bethel website. Go to the top of the page
and use the ministries pull down menu click on children
& youth, and you will find a section Registration &
Forms.

By Lisa Bassingthwaite

Wednesday School
Wednesday School information
You can make a difference…. We need your help! We
are now recruiting Wednesday school teachers. We
really would love to have YOU. This is an important
role in ministry, and we believe that God has already
equipped you to do this! Please contact Lisa with any
questions.

Events

September 7, Wednesday school
teacher training 6:30 in the fellowship
hall.

And Happenings

Wednesday schedule will be:

Castaways: Bethel’s students
in grades 6-9 and their
friends are invited to join me
September 16-18 or
September 23-25 for the
Eastern North Dakota
Synod’s youth retreat.
Castaway Club is a beautiful
retreat center near Detroit
Lakes, MN. Castaway Club
features huge hot tubs, a
beautiful view of the lake, awesome food, and lots of
fun activities. Your cost for the weekend (includes
housing, food, registration, and transportation) is
$175.00. Please contact Lisa for more information and
forms to fill out.

4:45 to 5:30 supper is served (A home
cooked meal will be served each week
with a $3.00 charge per person per
meal)

Valley Fair trip will be October 1 the cost of the trip
will be $60.00 dollars for youth and $20.00 for
chaperones. This will include transportations and
admission to the park. We will be taking a charter
bus, leaving the Bethel’s north parking lot at 8:00 am.
We will return sometime after midnight. This trip is
open to all Bethel youth and their friends in grades
6th-12th. Questions contact Lisa.
Reformation Fair: October 26, 5:30 to 6:30. All ages
are welcome to help us celebrate. The reformation
fair will include crafts, food, activities, a mighty
fortress and more. We’re going to party like it’s 1517.

5:30-6:30 Christian Education
6:45-7:25 Youth lead Worship
Wednesday school will look a little
different this year.
The schedule will be as follows:
5:30-5:45 large group lesson
5:50-6:05 music/craft
6:10-6:25 music/craft

Lisa’s Office
Hours
Sunday
School

Monday 8:30-5:00
Tuesday 8:30-5:00
Wednesday 8:30-7:00
Thursday 8:30-3:00

Sunday School
Something new this year we will be offering Sunday
school! Classes will be held September 11, October 2,
November 6, December 4, January 8, February 5, and
March 5. Class will be held 10:00-10:45. Preschool –
5th grade are welcome to join us. Please fill out a
registration form available online.

Bethel Children & Youth Ministries
Confirmation Corner
All Confirmation Parents and Students!
Mark these dates on your calendar! Confirmation
Orientation is required for all families. You will receive the
schedule and handbook for the year.
August 24—Guide leader training
September 14—
6th -8th confirmation student/parent orientation
meeting 5:30-6:00
9th confirmation student/parent orientation meeting
6:00-6:30
9th Grade confirmation schedule October 5, November 2,
December7, January 4, February 1, March 1, and April 12.
With confirmation rehearsal May 3 and Confirmation
Sunday May 7
Confirmation Requirements for each grade have changed!
6th Grade Year
•

Attend confirmation weekly.

•

5 sermon notes over the course of the year.

•

Participate in 5 worship services

•

Find a mentor and finish the 6th grade mentor booklet.

•

Attend the worship mentor event with your mentor.

7th Grade Year
•

Attend confirmation weekly.

•

6 sermon notes over the course of the year.

•

Participate in 6 worship services

•

Attend the baptism mentor event with your mentor.

•

Continue your mentor relationship and finish 7th grade
mentor booklet.

8th Grade Year
•

Attend confirmation weekly.

•

7 sermon notes over the course of the year.

•

Participate in 7 worship services

•

Continue your mentor relationship.

•

Attend the Funeral mentor event with your mentor.

9th Grade Year
•

Participate in confirmation seminars held the first
Wednesday of each month.

•

Make stole for confirmation.

•

Attend confirmation retreat.

•

Do a Faith Does project at Bethel or in the community.

•

Confirmation Interview with a Pastor or Youth director.

•

Write a Faith statement.

By Lisa Bassingthwaite

Mission Trip Update
Mystery Trip
Sixteen youth and four adults returned from the
mystery mission trip early July 28. We met some
people who were very different than us, we served
those who have far less than we do, and we got to
see a little what life in another context looks like.
We arrived in Milwaukee around 7:00 pm and
settled into our home for the next two nights. We
stayed at Unity Lutheran Church.
Our first full day we split into two groups half the
group worked at a community garden called
Alice’s Garden. The garden sits on 2.2 acre of land
and was established to create a space for the
community to learn how to grow their own
healthy food. The other half of our group worked
at a Friedens Community Ministries food pantry.
We stocked shelves and helped shop with the
families that were in need. We spent our evening
at the Milwaukee Public Market. The Market is a
unique food destination! With artisan and ethic
products, freshly made foods, and independent
merchants all from the Milwaukee area.

Our second day of service was spent packing over
1300 lunches for the Salvation Army to distributed
all over the greater Milwaukee area. Our second
stop for the day was a place called Feeding
America. Feeding America is the largest charity
working to end hunger in the United States. They
partner with food banks, food pantries and local
food programs to bring food to people facing
hunger. They advocate for policies that create
long-term solutions to hunger. We finished the
day by checking into a hotel and going to a Twins
vs. Brewers game.
Our third day we packed up our belongs and
headed to the Harley Davison Museum. After
spending a few hours learning about the history
and see some beautiful bikes we began our
journey home. We enjoyed one last meal together
and headed to the Wisconsin Dells to stretch our
legs and do a little shopping.
Once again, I’m impressed with the youth of our
church. Thank you all for supporting our youth.

Ways to Connect
Daytime Book Club
By Clare Byron
The Daytime Book Club met on August 8 to discuss
“The Undertaker’s Wife” by Dee Oliver. Everyone
enjoyed this book.
**Please Note The Daytime Book Club would like to
recommend this book as a must read for our church
members. The book is a short read and is filled with very good advice on what to expect when a spouse or loved
one dies; simple points to follow and use. This is a true story written by Dee Oliver, the wife, and future
undertaker herself, It provides a story of love, loss & laughter in the unlikeliest of places -- the funeral home.
Our reading list for the remainder of the year is:
September 12 The Stranger in the Lifeboat, Mitch Albom
Albom weaves a web of fast-paced mysteries that jump time & keep us guessing. What would we do if God, or
someone claiming to be God---actually answered our call? Accept or dismiss it? This is another Mitch Albom
book to enjoy.
October 10 Wish You Were Here, Jodie Picoult
A captivating novel of surprise & mystery with a background setting of the Pandemic.
November 14 God Spare the Girls, Kelsey McKinney
This is a debut novel set in North Texas about two sisters who discover a secret about their father who is the
head pastor of an evangelical megachurch that causes an upheaval in their lives.
December 12 Christmas book of choice to share with club members.
We meet the 2nd Monday of the month at 10 a.m. in Bethel’s Library. New members are always welcome. In fact,
we had a new member join us!
Happy reading --- summer is winding down!

Evening Book Club
By Sheila Dolan
We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at Bethel
Lutheran. We read a wide variety of books chosen by members.
Following is what is on schedule for this fall.

“Many people, myself among
them, feel better at the
mere sight of a book.”
~Jane Smiley~

September 6, 2022 – “Wish You Were Here” by Jodi Piccoult
October 4, 2022 – “Lincoln Highway” by Amor Towels
November 1, 2022- “Her Hidden Genius” by Marie Benedict

December 6, 2022 – A Christmas book of your choice.
You can follow us on Facebook at Bethel Lutheran Evening Bookclub. Please consider joining us every month or
an occasional drop in, all are welcome.

Ways to Connect
FYCC
(Fellowship of Young Christian Couples)
By Briana Walsh
This group is for couples ages 25-45. Come for fellowship
and fun!
Upcoming Events:
Family Bowling Night at Terrace Lanes—
Sunday, September 18, 2pm—3:30pm
Date Night—Pizza and Wine at Dakota Vines—

Friday, October 14, 5:30-7pm
Family Christmas Cookie Decorating at Bethel—
Saturday, December 3, 2pm
Please call the church office at 701-642-4472 to reserve your spot for any of these events!

“New” Sixty and Over
Fellowship Group
By Joyce Johnson
Looking for members to plan events for this
new ministry! Contact the church office at
701-642-4472 if you would like to be on this
team.

Bethel Helping Hands
By Joyce Johnson
This group meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at 8:30am-10:30am
We do small jobs around the church and enjoy a time
of brunch and fellowship! Everyone is invited to help!

Ways to Serve
Bethel Choir
By Linda Palmer
Director: Linda Palmer, 701-899-0872,
lindapalmer58075@gmail.com
Accompanist: Elizabeth Lasch
The Basics
Provide special music at the 9 a.m. service on the 1st, 3rd, and
4th Sundays of the month. (2nd and 5th are negotiable)

Worship Praise Band

Rehearse from 8:00-8:45 a.m. on the same Sundays as special
music is provided.

By Rick Hendrickson

Sing 4-part SATB music with occasional SAB or 2-part.
Grade 7 - adult. Younger exceptions made for choir families.
Why you should sing in Bethel Choir

We would love to have you! The more the merrier.
Contribute to the meaning of the service.
Develop camaraderie and acquaintances with other choir
members, community.
Increase oxygen to your brain and body.
Feel better, boost self-confidence, improve memory, express
yourself, and have FUN!

Interested in participating in Bethel’s music
ministry?
The Worship Praise Band is looking to add
additional part-time members. Presently, we
have a keyboard player, drummer, bass
player, two acoustic guitar players and three
singers. Other instruments are welcomed.
We play every Sunday and would like to
expand our membership to fill in when
needed or on a rotation schedule.
We practice every Sunday at 10:00am in
preparation for the 11:00am Contemporary
Service.
If you would like to participate by playing an
instrument or by singing, then please call or
text Rick Hendrickson at (218)671-0691.

Bethel
Quilters
By Sonja Christensen
Reaching Out—Helping Others
Twenty-eight quilts made by Bethel workers were recently
given to local charities. Eighteen quilts were taken to
Furniture Mission in Fargo, to be given to those who need
extra support and ten quilts helped to fill baskets for the
Wahpeton Literary Club to assist in setting up new homes for
those who have been experiencing hardships.

The Contemporary Service begins again this
year on September 11th.

Ways to Serve
Sunday Worship
Volunteers
By Joyce Johnson
Every member of the congregation that is marked as
an active member has been put into a monthly serving
group. These groups are asked to help on Sunday
mornings, to help serve funerals and other volunteer
opportunities throughout their assigned month. Each
group will receive a letter before the month their
group is scheduled to serve.

Serving Group #1—September
Amy Adolf
Tom and April Bakewell
Burton and Kristie Berg
Brian and Heather
Bernotas
Lynn and Jeannie Bjore
Keath and Cindy
Borchert
Adam and Kristin Brevik
Gary and Jean Carlson
Brad and Angie Cruff
Gloria Dohman
Mike and Pam Erlandson
Suzette Fitterer
Gabby Gebro
Dennis and VonDa Lee
Grandalen
Jeff and Eileen Hage
Kelly and Abby Carlson
Chad Hoaby
Patti Hudson
Chad and Jennifer
Johnson
Marlene Jorgenson
Wayne and Melissa Klose
Dan and Karla Kraft
Daniel and Nicole Kutter
Harvey and Gale Link
Paige Luebke
Wayne and Felisa Mastel
Sean and Carly McManus
Justin and Lindsay Miller
Sandee Moderow
Geraldine Nelsen

Bob and Jeri Oscarson
Dale Peppel
Gerald Pulvermacher
Ardith Richter
Alex Rowland
David Score
Dean Sitz
Richard and Lynette Still
Jay and Andrea Thimjon
Dave Trangsrud
Curt and Sara Vierstraete
Paige Wateland
Darin and Luann Zaun

Communion to Home
Contact Joyce Johnson
We have teams in place to take communion to people
in their homes. If you or someone you know would like
to have communion brought to you/them, at home
please contact the church office at 701-642-4472.

Bethel Bells
By Linda Palmer
Director: Linda Palmer, 701-899-0872,
lindapalmer58075@gmail.com
The Basics
Provide special music at the 9 a.m. service on the 2nd
Sunday of the month. (sometimes it may be changed
to the 4th or 5th Sunday)
Rehearse from 5:15-6:15 p.m. on Mondays.
Experience playing piano or a musical instrument is
helpful but not necessary.
Eleven ringers make up a 3-octave choir..
Grade 9 - adult. Younger exceptions may be made
with piano or instrumental experience.

Why you should play handbells
WE NEED YOU!!!
Contribute to the meaning of the service.
Develop camaraderie and acquaintances with other
ringers, community.
Increase brain health and memory, and enhance gross
motor skills.
Boost self confidence and leadership.
(High school students: looks great on a scholarship
resume!)
Have FUN!
Challenge – standing for periods of time.

Ways to Serve
God’s work. Our hands.
By the Board of Outreach
Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully,
witness boldly, and serve joyfully.
#GodsWorkOurHands
What is “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday?
Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022, “God’s work. Our hands.” is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) — one church, freed in Christ to love and serve our
neighbor. Bethel will join in this day to serve our neighbors and kick off other upcoming ministry
opportunities.
Who is “Your Neighbor”?
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.' 31 The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. Mark 12:30-31
The scripture from Mark first reminds us of “what” we need to do is, ‘love’ - plain and simple, and “who”?
Love God, then love your neighbor as yourself. Who is your neighbor? It may be the family next door
struggling to make ends meet, it may be a widower on the other side of town, it could be the person sitting
next to you in church or the classroom or it might be the transient person just passing through the area. The
list could go on and on. You are a neighbor to someone. One way to love your neighbor is by acts of kindness
and service. It is a chance to Be.The.Love. have fun!

Servants Needed to Go in Peace, Serve the Lord and Be the Love!
On September 11, we will gather to worship and then Bethel will send servants to help “Our Neighbors”
with Fall clean-up projects such as wash windows, yard work, or clear out leaves from rain gutters. We will
also have volunteer opportunities at Bethel inside and outdoors – weather permitting.
9 a.m. Gather for Worship with commissioning of servants
10 a.m. Brunch for all between services (freewill donation)
11 a.m. Gather for Worship with commissioning of servants
Pray and ask God to guide you and help love your neighbors.
Community service is an outreach opportunity for us to show love to our neighbor and let the light of God’s
love shine. Volunteers are needed to help make this day possible as well as future opportunities to love our
neighbor. Besides lending a hand to someone, it’s a wonderful chance to visit and connect with others in our
community.
Volunteers are asked to register in advance so that we can match homeowners to volunteers. Volunteers will
be supplied a God’s Work. Our Hands. (GWOH) t-shirt -- while supplies last. If you already have a GWOH
shirt, please wear it! Shirts are the same as in past years. A registration table will be set up between services
every Sunday until GWOH day.
Volunteers will need to supply their own transportation to the residence and should plan to spend 30
minutes to 2 hours at the home, depending on the task. Teams of two or more will be assigned to a
homeowner prior to the event. Homeowners are expected to provide the basic supplies for their Fall cleanup project; however, volunteers can bring their own supplies too since homeowners may not have more
than one ladder or rake – extra rakes or step ladders may be needed to make the job go quicker.
Childcare will be provided to volunteers upon request!

In the event weather becomes an issue, we will coordinate with volunteers and homeowners to reschedule for
another day and time.

Ways to Learn
Adult Study

Circle #5

Led by Pastor Tom

By VonDa Lee Grandalen

We are going to entitle this study, “A New Week Has Come.
What’s God’s Word Have to Say?”

Circle #5 meets the 3rd Wednesday of the
month in the Fellowship Hall. We are
presently watching video’s on 12 women of
the Bible. Members are finding these very
inspirational.

We will meet on Tuesdays at 10:30am at the church. We will
look at the upcoming Sunday morning scripture texts and
prepare our hearts to get the most out of the message. The
feedback, input and insights given by a congregation’s
members is invaluable.
Come join us. Pastor
Tom will make sure the
coffee pot is plugged in
and the conversation
will be good. We will
start this study on
Tuesday, September
20th.

Circle #1

Our members quilt, support various mission
projects, back-pack crisis center, other
church events, etc.
We welcome you to join our Circle 1
Bible Studies. You may contact the
church office at 701-642-4472 for more
information.

Sunday Adult
Study

By Judy Peterson

Beginning date TBD

Circle 1 meets the 3rd Tuesday in the month of September
through May at 9:30am in the Centennial Room at the church.

Sunday mornings

Our main focus is the Bible Study based on the “Gather”
magazine. Other projects include various types of mission work in
both local and global areas.

Watch the Blue Sheet for more information
to come about our Sunday Adult Study.

Many of the members are part of the quilting group that meets
regularly at the church.
We invite anyone to join us. If you have further questions about
our circle, feel free to contact Judy Peterson at 701-640-7010.

Parenting Small Group Study
Beginning date TBD
Wednesday Evenings
5:30-6:30
Watch the Blue Sheet for more information to come about our
Parenting Small Group Study.

10:10am-10:55am

Memorial Gifts
REMINDER: Bethel does not notify families of memorials given directly to the church.
The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource for any one person or group of people that would like
to give a memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran Church. It is the committee’s
responsibility to formulate a catalog of specific items, keep a record of all memorials and to acknowledge those that
have given gifts.

In Memory/Honor of:
Faith Tool Boxes
Marcellah Heitkamp-Dahlen’s
(in honor of Baptism)

Bill Grosz
Patricia Johnson
General Memorial
Linda Dietz
Mary Anne Grosz
Ryan Peterson

(Grandson of Marilyn Anderson)

Patricia Johnson
Mary Anne Grosz
Linda Dietz
Arlene David
BLCW
Mary Anne Grosz
Capital Campaign
Mary Anne Grosz
Bill Grosz
Patricia Johnson
Dean Jorgenson
Building
Mary Anne Grosz
Quilters
Patricia Johnson

Given by:
Eric Dahlen
Barb and Luther Sannes
Duane and Diane Finnie
Monte and Renae Hanson
Marilyn Anderson
Judy McDaniel
Barry and Sue Hendrickson
Marilyn Anderson
Renae Hanson
Chuck and Ione Muralt
Chuck and Ione Muralt
Connie Sletten
Connie Sletten
Linda Miller
Linda Miller
Linda Miller

In Memory/Honor of:
Building
Mary Anne Grosz
Mary Anne Grosz
Mary Anne Grosz
Endowment
Bill Grosz
Bethel Choir
Patricia Johnson
Dean Jorgenson
Mary Anne Grosz
Arlene David
Bethel Library
Arlene David
Leo Papineau
(family friend of Clare’s)

Mary Anne Grosz
Arlene Bakken
Children’s Library
Damon Hage

Given by:
Linda Miller
Corrine, Rod, Brenda,
Brandi, and Jaylyn
Romereim
Cleo Reitan
Clare Byron
Linda Palmer
Linda Palmer
Alice Schlotteldt
Alice Schlotteldt

Clare Byron
Clare Byron
Clare Byron
Clare Byron
Duane and Diane Finnie

Terry and Suzanne Pehl

Noisy Offering
Board of Outreach
September
Richland Wilkin Kindship Program
“Richland-Wilkin Kinship’s mission is to improve lives by establishing quality
mentoring relationships with youth, between the ages of 5 and 16, and caring adult volunteers to promote
stability, support, friendship, and community. Kinship meets the needs of youth who do not have natural supports
in place in their life, and can make the difference in helping them reach adulthood successfully. ” - rwkinship.org

Altar Flowers
September 4—In celebration of Scott & Laurie Stiller’s twin granddaughters’ birthday (Savanna & Bella)
September 11 - In celebration of Grandparent’s Day by Linda Johnson
September 18—In memory of Linda Azure by Linda Johnson
September 25—In memory of Kathy Hammer by Linda Johnson

September Birthdays
9/1

9/2

Emmy Hasbargen

9/4

Leland Gregor

Trese Saar

Cooper Krause

Marc Johnson

9/22

Kallie Davis

Judy Smith

Susan Roehl

9/23

Samuel Cruff

Michael Blome

Gail Williams

Brandon Loll

Jeannie Bjore

Erlys Skoog

Lennon Cory

9/3

9/12

9/13

Jay Erickson

Emily Bruvold

9/24

Stacy Busta

Jeffry Kahler

Mark Homes

Gary Carlson

Nathan Worrel

Tylee Irwin

Ayden Doll

Rylan Henning

Isabella Lemoine

Muriel Hedrick

Carter Hockert

9/14

Stanley Sirek

Marcellah Heitkamp-Dahlen

Laura Swiontek

9/15

David Erlandson

Jordyn Kahler

Kaitlynn Crandall

9/16

Stephanie Beyer

9/25

John Grueneich

Art Grochow

Jason Flack

Shelby Olson

Dan Humble

Harper Krump

Andrew Tillman

Brooke Meyer

9/17

Brianne Bjore

9/26

Emma Blair

9/5

Marla Mikesh

Andrew Bouressa

Ian Plummer

9/6

Teri Bontjes

Scott Steffens

Jerrick Townsend

Jeffrey Hage

Riley Thimjon

Marcia Pederson

Samuel Trappen

Jocelyn Wagner
9/9

9/28

9/19

Christopher DeVries

Brody Bakewell
Wade Gilbertson

9/29

Sheila Dolan

Michelle Steffens

Ruth Larson

Elaine Klocke

Brady Wangler

Luann Zaun

Esther Krause

James Facey

Braden Meyer

Grace Hunt

Elizabeth Mauch

Judy Peterson

Joell Mattis

Matthew Roehl

Paige Ward

Marcia Richman

Jesse Stiller

Bryer Anderson

Constance Sletten
9/11

Bruce Bergo

Alex Rowland
Michael Stone

Quinn Brevik

Viola Score
Charli Smith

9/10

9/18

9/27

9/20

9/21

Suzanne Anderson

Lance Darwin

Stacey Boock

Levi Hagelstrom

Kylee Dohman

Bridger Hansen

Sandra Gilbertson

Grant Manock

Parker Kern

Brooke Rosenberg

Brandon Mitchell

9/30

Justine Braun
Avery Mitchell

These are Bethel members known to have birthdays in September.
If you have a birthday in September & your name is not listed, please contact the church office so we may update our church records.

Bethel Classifieds

Nursery:
Wednesday Volunteers WANTED
Beginning 9/14 5:15pm-7:30pm
Once a month/rotating schedule
If interested contact Larissa 701-899-3054

Save the Date!
God’s Calling, Count Me In!
&
Celebration Brunch!
Sunday October 16, 2022

Bethel Classifieds
New Sunday Worship
Volunteer Scheduling

No Wednesday Worship Service
September 7, 2022

Joyce Johnson has revamped the
volunteer schedules. Stay tuned—You will
receive updated information in the mail.

Fall programing begins
Sunday, September 11, 2022

Sunday Services
9am Traditional Worship Service

Nursery: Sunday Morning

11am Contemporary Worship Service

Our Nursery is open (unstaffed) and available for
anyone wishing to use it during Sunday morning
services.

Coffee Hour is offered at 10am

Wednesday Services

Audio feed is available

6:45pm Worship Service

Bethel Classifieds
Do you have information for your ministry/area/

board that you would like advertised here in the
Beacon? The deadline is the third Friday of the
month. Contact Amy in the church office.

Circle 1
Next meeting will be Tuesday, September
20, 2022 at 9:30am at Bethel.

Contact Information:
Office Hours
8am-5pm
8am-3pm
8am-11am

M-Th
Fri
Sun

Church Office: 701-642-4472
Pastor Tom Peterson c:218-770-9759
(In office Tues, Wed, Thurs, remote from home Fri)

Fax: 701-642-2477
email: tpeterson@bethelwahpeton.com

Lisa Bassingthwaite c:701-899-0996

email: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

Amy Erdmann

email: betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com

Brian Finnie

email: bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com

Joyce Johnson c: 701-640-3599

email: jjohnson@bethelwahpeton.com
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