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Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ,
build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Dear Bethel friends,
This spring I had some time to write. It was glorious and restful and it was hard. I was writing about
“vocation”—that is, how and where God calls on our life. Primarily and generally, God calls us into
being through relationship with other people. The irony of ironies—I did most of my writing at my
kitchen table, alone. How silly is that? To write a book about connection and relationships while in
isolation. Which is why I am not done writing. There is something to be said to write about vocation
and community while DOING vocation and BEING in community.
God calls us to be in relationship with each other. It is in the space between us that God is at work
forming us into the people we are, the people we will become and the people God imagined us and
created us to be in the first place. We do not become ourselves by ourselves. And that’s most apparent
when we can actually be together. Which is true if you’re writing about it, or if you are just relaxing and
reconnecting in summer time fun.
If I had one summer wish for you this crazy year it is this: reconnection. After months spent in lockdowns, anxiety, in-fighting, and separation of many, many kinds—I hope this summer has been one for
you to reconnect with the people you love most in this world. For some of you that has meant road trips,
lake cabins, family reunions, bonfires, backyard picnics and I hope you have squeezed every inch of
goodness, gentleness and celebration from the gift of being with people.
But in the midst of these crucial relationships who tell us who we are as beloveds, there may be some
maintenance required in your most crucial relationships. So do a check in: Who are those I rely on to
remind me of God’s love and care? How do I nurture these connections? What relationships need a
healthy dose of grace and reconciliation? How do I show appreciation? Maybe roll these things around
a bit. And then check in with your beloveds. Maybe bonfires or camping trips, maybe long walks or
snuggles, maybe holding hands instead of Zoom calls.
It is in love God calls us to be and belong to each other. Ecclesiastes has a
wonderful poem in chapter 3 which says, “For everything there is a
season and a time for every purpose under heaven.” It was even turned
into a rock song by the Byrds, some of you may remember. And there is a
line which has been echoing in my mind this summer—“a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.” (Ecclesiastes 3:5b)
Perhaps after a long season of refraining from embracing, now can be the
time to heal what’s been worn by a hard year of separation. Now can be
the time to tend to the most tender and most valuable gift we have been
given by God—the love which reminds us over and over who we are.

May God bless you,
Pastor Erika

We are a church whose unity is in Jesus Christ, who gathers us around word and
water, wine and bread. Baptism is a significant part of our faith journey as we come
from the baptismal waters to live a new life as children of God.
Our baptism sets us out on a lifelong journey that is characterized by our
relationship to God, our relationship to our faith community, our relationships in
our community and the wider world. Living our baptismal covenant means living a
life of growth in the faith practices of discipleship.
We welcome the following Children of God (through baptism) to Bethel:
Date of Baptism

Parents

5/16/21

Vivian Faye Nordick

Logan Nordick & Gabrielle Gebro

5/23/21

June Olivia Trappen

Samuel & Aerika Trappen

5/30/21

Knox Alan Gourneau

Trevor Gourneau & Brittany Uran

6/20/21

Hadley Justine Hallquist

Wesley & Breanna Hallquist

Beginning in
August, we
will be
returning to
“regular”
communion
again. Bread
will be offered,
and wine/
grape juice will be prepared in cups
beginning August 8th and August
22nd. (Going forward, communion will be the
1st and 3rd Sundays once again, but because
the pastors will be at Synod Assembly August
15th, there will be communion on the 8th and
22nd instead just this month.) The
prepackaged individual communion cups will
still be available at the front. If you would
like, you can bring one with you to the altar.

Please note the addition of a new “Outreach
Station” located on the table by the
Centennial Room. Feel free to fill out the
colored cards concerning ways you may wish
to serve, information from visitors or
prospective new members, and special prayer
concerns from anyone. We want to stay in
touch with all of you. Keep in mind, Pastor
Erika and Pastor Jake will be there for those
desiring a visit with a pastor—just give them a
call. Thanks in
advance for
keeping us
informed &
connected.
~Bethel Board of
Outreach~

Contact Information:

Summer Hours :
8am-5pm Mon-Thur
8am-Noon Fri
8am-11am Sun

Phone: 701-642-4472

Fax: 701-642-2477

Pastor Jake: 320-733-0257

email: jdyrhaug@bethelwahpeton.com

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012

email: ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com

Lisa Bassingthwaite: 701-642-4472

email: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

Lois Fenske: 701-642-4472

email: betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com

Brian Finnie: 701-642-4472

email: bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com

Joyce Johnson: 701-642-4472

email: jjohnson@bethelwahpeton.com

Missy Klose: 701-642-4472

email:mklose@bethelwahpeton.com

It’s summertime and life is easy. The pace of life changes with our summer activities,
events, plans, etc. We really have a chance to enjoy God’s blessings.
This can also be the time of the “Summer Slump” in giving to our church. The operation of
Bethel and all its numerous ministries that impact people of all ages continues. Please
continue to give your offering to Bethel and help save us from the “Summer Slump”.
Thank you and have a Blessed Summer!

Bethel Stewardship Committee

God’s work.
Our hands.

Sunday, September 26, 2021
Come ready to serve! Wear
your work clothes and come ready
to do God’s work with your hands
in the community. You will be
sent out to do work at people’s
homes and throughout the
community. If you cannot do
physical labor, don’t worry we
have work for you around Bethel
as well!
We are also seeking service
projects around the
community.
If you know of someone who could
use assistance around their home
or yard or have an idea for a
community service project, please
complete a “God’s work. Our
hands.” work form and submit it
to the Bethel church office.
The schedule for the day is
still being determined.
More info available soon!

God’s work. Our hands. Sunday! September 26, 2021
Do you have some work around your home or yard that you would like to have some help with?
Do we have a deal for you!
Please fill out the form and we will send willing and able workers to your home on Sunday, September 26 from
10:30 am until 1 pm.
Ideas for jobs: clean out gutters, painting, washing windows, raking, cleaning house, weeding, yard work, etc.

____Yes! I have some work you can do!
Name
Address
Phone Number

E-mail

Describe the work to be completed.

Please submit your work request into the Bethel Lutheran Church office, 607 6th St N, Wahpeton, ND 58075 by
Noon, Monday, September 20. We will be in touch before the event!

Evening Book Club
We meet the 1st Tuesday of every month
at 7:00 p.m. in Gisvold Lounge at Bethel.
All are welcome for a little book talk and a
lot of fellowship.
For July we read an Agatha Christie (1890 – 1976) book
of your choice. Christie was an English crime novelist,
short-story writer, and playwright. She authored 66
detective novels and 14 short-story collections that have
sold over two billion copies, an amount surpassed only
by the Bible and the works of William Shakespeare.
August 3rd – Left to Tell by Immaculate Ilibagiza
September 7th – The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah
October 5th – The Secret Wife by Gill Paul
November 2nd – Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid
December 7th – Christmas book of your choice
January 4th – The Book of Lost Names by Kristin
Harmel

September 12, 2021
For a very special Rally Sunday to celebrate and dedicate our
remodeled building for the glory of God! Make plans to join
us for a very special worship service at 10:00 AM with meal
and festivities to follow.

Church Member Directory

Members of Bethel (with an
email address) can now gain
access to the online Church
Member Directory which enables you to:
• Look up other Bethel members’ phone
number, address, email
• Edit and view your own information
• View and/or print your donation
statement at any time
• See what groups you are in.
All you have to do is either fill out the
IconCMO Contact Request Form located at
bethelwahpeton.com/iconcmo or contact
the office at 701-642-4472.
Once your login and password are set, you
can access the directory either in your web
browser or download the mobile app
“IconCMO”.
We would also love to populate our
directory with family/individual photos.
Please email your electronic files to
betheloffice@
bethelwahpeton.com or contact the office
at 701-642-4472.
Please note: The IconCMO Church
Directory can ONLY be viewed by
Bethel Members/Staff and is
password protected.

July 12, 2021, the Daytime Book Club met for the month of July. We had three members
missing but welcomed a new member. Welcome, Margo. We discussed the book “The
Letter” by Kathryn Hughes and everyone enjoyed the book.
Our August book discussion will be on “Sunflower Sisters”.
August 9

Author, Martha Kelly, takes us back to the Civil War era & focuses on Caroline Ferriday's
ancestor, Georgeanna Woolsey, a Union nurse whose calling leads her to cross paths with
an enslaved girl who is sold off & conscripted into the Army & a plantation.

September 13 When the Apricots Bloom by Gina Wilkinson—Suspenseful debut novel. Three women
confront the complexities of trust, friendship, motherhood & betrayal under the rule of a
ruthless dictator & his brutal secret police. The author takes us inside a haunting story of
Iraq at the turn of the millennium.
October 11

Firefly Lane by Kristin Hannah

November 8

Family Tree by Susan Wiggs

December 13 Christmas Book of choice to share with members (Brunch/lunch to be determined at a
later date & which restaurant.)

Our club meets the 2nd Monday of every month at 10 a.m. in the church library. Please consider joining us.

“My test of a good novel is dreading to begin the last chapter.” ~Thomas Helm~

REMINDER: Bethel does not notify families of
memorials given directly to the church.
The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource
for any one person or group of people that would like to give a
memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to
Bethel Lutheran Church. It is the committee’s responsibility to
formulate a catalog of specific items, keep a record of all
memorials and to acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item or honorarium please
contact committee members: Bev McRoberts @640-8876, Luther Sannes@642-5140; Reeann Enderson@640
-4230; or Polly Withuski@640-8676.
Thank you to the members of Bethel for your continued support.

In memory of:
Given by:
Building Fund:
Gene Kemmet
Corrine Romereim
Capital Campaign:
Sharon Wixo
Clare Byron
Sharon Wixo
Keath & Cindy Borchert
Gene Kemmet
Connie Sletten
Gene Kemmet
Clare Byron
Eternal Candles:
Gene Kemmet
Keath & Cindy Borchert
Gene Kemmet
Bev McRoberts
Faith Toolboxes:
Sharon Wixo
Gail Williams
Jamie Gunderson Sonja Christensen
Sharon Wixo
Sonja Christensen
Sharon Wixo
Lynda Neuman
Sharon Wixo
Duane & Diane Finnie
Gene Kemmet
Gail Williams
Gene Kemmet
Lynda Neuman
Gene Kemmet
Sonja Christensen
Gene Kemmet
Barb & Luther Sannes

In memory of:
Given by:
General Memorial:
Brian Hallquist
Terri Hallquist
Harry Tech
Coleen Krohn
Sharon Wixo
Barry & Sue Hendrickson
Dave Engstrom
Marcia Pederson
Dave Engstrom
Gloria Dohman
Gene Kemmet
James & Trudy Jacobson
Gene Kemmet
Dee Jensen
Gene Kemmet
Ivan & Kristi Maas
Gene Kemmet
Dennis & VonDaLee Grandalen
Gene Kemmet
Barry & Sue Hendrickson
Gene Kemmet
Linda Miller
Sharon Wixo
Linda Miller
Gene Kemmet
Neal & Phyllis Folstad
Library:
Betty Cope
Monica Zentgraf
Quilting:
Sharon Wixo
Joe and Renee Speidel
Sharon Wixo
Carol & Terry Sturdevant
Gene Kemmet
Carol & Terry Sturdevant
Gene Kemmet
Ruth Larson
Gene Kemmet
Joan Hardie
Sharon Wixo
Sharon Kotnour
Gene Kemmet
Sharon Kotnour

July 3, 2021 Update
Total given toward pledges to date ....... $522,464.90
Total amount of pledges remaining...... $236,430.10

TOTAL Contributions to date ............... $569,375.48
65 households have a remaining balance

Our Capital Appeal ends May 2022.
Submitted by, Art Grochow & Dee Jensen / Capital Appeal Co-Chairs

These are Bethel members known
to have birthdays in August. If you
have a birthday in August & your
name is not listed, please contact
the church office so we may update
our church records.

8/1
8/2

8/3

8/4
8/6

8/7

8/8

8/9
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/13

8/14

Sherry Bell
Ronald Rowland
Paul Wixo
Pamela Erlandson
Wendy Kahler
Dean Busta
Sierra Crandall
Rachel Loberg
Nick Tollefson
Baleigh Bakewell
Anthony Cvancara
Kimberly Fatland
Bobbi Block
Tyler Burchill
David Hendrickson
Marissa Loll
Robin Meyer
Jocelyn Riebe
Shannon Thompson
Heather Wiberg
Jake Bellmore
Ayden Dohman
Wesley Hallquist
Carson Miller
Brandon Welch
Jeris Grueneich
Susan Hendrickson
Beth Higdem
Brian Quamme
Casey Hickel
Harmony Hubrig
Brittany Finnie
Riley Good
Heather Bernotas
Lynette Still
LilyBeth Townsend
Madalyn Casper
Kinsley Bernard
Tenley Davis
Carla Hajek
Lauren Hendrickson
Samuel Korinek
Jordan Spiekermeier
Gina Vigen
Dustin Klose
Nicholas Roehl

8/15

8/16

8/17
8/18
8/19

8/20
8/21
8/22
8/23

8/24

8/25

8/26
8/27

Nicholas Beto
Cody Hickel
Judith Koppang
Denise Miller
Nicole Newcomb
Samantha Pithey
Naomi Braun
Vivian Maas
Shelbie Medenwaldt
Shea Truesdell
Brianna Close
Raegan Klosterman
Jay Thimjon
Caleb Meide
Linda Palmer
Curt Vierstraete
Robert Buck
William Grosz
Aaron Mohs
Daniel Pithey
Abigail Weight
Draven Richards
Connor Rosenberg
Ben Waskosky
Brayden Wahl
Chase Wickoren
Dylan Broderick
Ashley Gilbertson
Brittany Hatting
Danyell Mund
Lynda Neuman
Corrine Romereim
Kelly Voss
Thomas Arnhalt
Robert Bernstein
Danielle Bontjes
Scott Thiel
Alex Hendrickson
Axel Korinek
Linda Miller
Dean Sitz
Brittany Hofmann
Megan Bermea
Evan Berndt
Alyssa Prochnow
Molly Thompson

8/28

8/29

8/30
8/31

Polly Berndt
Zachery Bontjes
Darrell Morrison
Brittany Uran
Dean Bellmore
Judy Dahlman
Albert Davis
Diane Fisher
Peggy Sabbe
Laura Berger
Esteban Ibarra
Kathryn Rossow
James Cornelius
Kailey Grandalen
Michael Moen
Britta Mohs
Nicole Uhlich

Castaway Club—This is open to 6-9 graders. The dates have been set for September 1719 or September 24-26. Mark it on your calendar! Great food, Great speakers, Great
worship, and Great fun. Enjoy a beautiful weekend on a beautiful lake! More information
to come! Contact Lisa with questions!
Water walk—Join your Bethel family along with our friends from Breckenridge
Lutheran as we raise money for “Water to Thrive” August 22 at 5:30. We will start our
5k walk at Breckenridge Lutheran Church heading west to Bethel Lutheran Church.
The cost is $10.00 per person or $25.00 per family. Please ask your friends and family to sponsor your walk.
Watch our Facebook page for more information. Contact Lisa with questions!
ValleySCARE/Feed My Starving Children—This event is open for youth in grades 6-12. Since it is a
popular event, the earlier you register, the better. We will be going Saturday, October 23 at 7:30 am. Contact
Lisa for more information!
Confirmation—6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th grade Parent Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 1 at 6:30.

Programing—Wednesday night programing starts September 8! The schedule will be: 5:00 to 5:30 supper
served, 5:30-6:30 Christian Education (Wednesday school and confirmation), 6:45-7:30 Worship. A home
cooked meal will be served each week with a $3 charge per person per meal.
Pool Party—Join us August 11 from 6:00-10:00 for food, fun, and fellowship. $5.00 for pizza and
admission to the pool.
Youth Night—All Bethel 8th -12th graders are invited (and
encouraged to bring a friend) from 7:30-10:00 on August 15 for fun and
fellowship in the youth room.
HELP NEEDED!—It takes a lot of people to run a
Wednesday night around here. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Lisa or Pastor Erika and we
can find a job for you.

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
June 8, 2021
CALL TO ORDER – Kelly Voss
Roll Call
Kelly Voss
Kathy Johnson
Dee Jensen
Cindy Borchert
Pastor Erika Buller
Pastor Jake Dyrhaug
Board of Education, Jessica Miller
Board of Stewardship, Linda Johnson

x
x
x
x

Board of Lay, Laeissa Gilbertson
Board of Property, Mike Bassingthwaite
Board of Outreach, Lori Pithey

x
x
x

x
x
x

Guests:
Brian Finnie

x

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Larissa Gilbertson (using Cyndy Kolle’s spiritual direction)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Linda moved & Lori seconded to approve. Motion carried.
TREASURERS REPORT: Dee moved and Linda seconded to approve Treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
2020

January

Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:
2020
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:
2021
Envelope
offering:
Revenue minus
Expenses:
Checking acct
balance:
2021
Envelope
offering:
Revenue minus
Expenses:
Checking acct
balance:

$28,480.00

$36,284.00

$34,073.00

$24,397.11

$29,192.00

$28,101.00

($13,438.91)
$29,315.46

($19,336.94)
$23,417.43

($20,267.87)
$22,486.50

($28,689.78)
$14,064.59

$15,193.73
$57,948.10

$10,725.30
$53,479.67

July
$21,512.00

August
$24,417.00

September
$30,922.00

October
$35,612.50

November
$36,528.07

December
$38,103.81

($5,886.09)
$36,868.28

($16,313.71)
$26,440.66

($24,151.70)
$18,602.67

($29,462.09)
$13,292.28

($31,833.64)
$10,920.73

($33,268.40)
($20,514.03)

January
$25,837.00

February
$32,825.07

March
$40,604.03

April
$28,782.00

May
$26,346.00

($32,171.00)

($118,934.00)

$7,678.00

($10,186.69)

$6,276.00

$245,434.28

$125,846.83

$129,360.68

$117,164.69

$121,579.43

July

February

August

March

September

April

October

May

November

June

June

December

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Discuss Dedication and Celebration of the building:
a. There is no update at his time. Any help from other boards will be appreciated.
2. Nominating Committee:
a. Cindy listed previous members and will forward them on to Kathy Johnson. Kathy will then
make calls to theses people to determine if they are willing to continue serving on this
committee.
3. Dollars for Jesus Update:
a. Lori Pithey has done a great deal of research for this and presented a draft policy for us to
discuss. The policy will help to clarify amounts to give for essential emergency and basic needs
for individuals.
b. The one-dollar bills in the collection plate or envelopes designated as for this account will go
into this account. It was asked if $20 is enough and then suggested that it would be $20 for the
first person in the family with an additional $5 person in the family up to 4 individuals.
c. She has checked with other agencies in the community to see what they provide and is providing
a list of these agencies for referral purposes. St John’s church is also willing to partner with
Bethel. The Board of Outreach will continue to work on this policy.
4. Computer Security Policy:
a. This was referred to the board of Property. They have questions about having an IT consultant
since we are paying Digital Guru to help us with this.
b. Another question is how are files being saved now and if we have a server based system, is that
where everyone is saving their materials?
c. They recommend that there needs to be more time spent on this policy.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Linda Johnson
* They have set their goals for 2021: Work on Time and Talent Sheets, Revise Offering envelopes and
Expand involvement to include the youth in the Time and Talent Sheets and Commitment Cards.
* They will be sending out letters with a 3-month schedule for ushers, servers, communion prep and
readers.
* They will help with whatever is needed for the celebration.
* They are looking for a new member to replace Suzanne Pehl.

Board of Property: Mike Bassingthwaite
* There is one more payment due to Comstock Construction.
* There will not be bell cabinets as planned. Bell storage will be elsewhere in the church.
* Flag placement in the Sanctuary will be discussed with the American Legion.

Board of Education: Jessica Miller
* Confirmation was held with 2 services and it went great.
* 75 youth attended the last day of Wednesday School programming. It was great to have the church full
again.
* Senior Sunday went well with board members setting up tables after their board meeting and egg
bakes were made on Saturday and warmed up on Sunday morning.
* Current members of the Adult Education Committee are Linda Miller, Kristin Brevik and Dana
Kasowski.
Board of Lay: Larissa Gilbertson
* We are now into the summer worship service schedule with coffee at 9:00 and worship at 10:00.
* Cyndy is working on schedules for special music.
* There is an Ecumenical Worship Service on August 1st in Wells Memorial Park. For offering that day,
we will contribute to our respective churches and any other offering will go to a program in the
community to be determined later.
Board of Outreach: Lori Pithey
* New Member Sunday was successful.
* Lori Pithey reviewed the Dollars for Jesus Policy earlier in the agenda.
* Bethel Music in the Park is July 7 at 7:30. The Board of Outreach will provide popcorn.
* God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday will not be able to be held on September 12, because of our
Dedication and Celebration of the building that day. Another date will be determined later.
1. New Member for Board of Stewardship:
a. A new member to replace Suzanne Pehl’s term and then they can be elected for another term.
If anyone has any names to suggest, give them to Linda Johnson.
2. Other:
a. A few questions were brought up about the “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday – what are the
logistics, what projects have been done in the past and how will it affect the times of the
services?
Board Reports – each board email minutes to Bethel office to review on the Friday after the Board meetings .
Dates and notables:
June 7-10, 2021 – VBS – 5:30-8:00 with supper at 4:45-5:20
July 7, 2021 - Bethel Music in the Park
August 1, 2021 – Ecumenical Service in Wells Memorial Park
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer
Spiritual Direction for July – Kathy Johnson
Next meeting July 13 , 2021
Respectfully Submitted:
Cindy Borchert, Secretary/Treasurer

