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“Greater Love Has No One”
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13
What an awesome message the cross of Christ gives! It is the most powerful
outshining of love ever seen in the world, and it proclaims hope and joy, peace and salvation to
all. At the cross of Christ we see the love of God revealed to us most clearly, more so than in
any other way known to human beings, as Luther reflected. If you want to see God, the only
place we can really begin to comprehend God’s relationship with us is at the cross.
A Sunday/Wednesday School teacher was telling one day about Christ’s death on the cross. As
she told the story the children became very still. One little boy was so touched that tears began
to come down his cheek. “Why did he do it?” he asked through his tears. “Because he loved
you,” his teacher replied. “Greater love has no one than this, to lay down his life for his
friends.”
Jesus gave us a new commandment, that we love one another. (John 13:34) This year at Bethel
our theme for Lent is “Love in Quarantine”. We will be talking about how to BE.THE.Love
in a time when we have been more isolated, some in quarantine. We read about the true nature
of Christ-like love in all circumstances in I Corinthians 13:1-13, with those well-known words at
the end, “So faith, hope, love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is love.”
Lenten Worship - The Season of Lent continues through the month of March. Wednesday
services will be posted online each week by 6:45 p.m. on the Bethel Website and Facebook page.
Be sure to pick up your “Lent in a Box” kits at the church! There are great home altar
devotional activities with instructions supplied for all of us to connect with our Bethel family
through the season of Lent. The Bethel Boards will be
preparing the online service videos for each week. With Holy
Week, all services will be in-person once again, with
Palm Sunday, March 28th, Maundy Thursday on
April 1 and Good Friday, April 2nd .
Peace and joy and Christ’s love be with you!
Pastor Jake

Love in Quarantine
2021 Lenten Worship Services
This year for Lent, our theme is “Love in Quarantine.” Because of the current

pandemic, we will have both in-person and livestreaming of each service on
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. Links to the services will be posted on the Bethel
website at www.bethelwahpeton.com, our Bethel Lutheran Church Facebook
page and on our YouTube channel.
We are inviting everyone also to come by the church and pick up a kit to bring
home. In the kit will be items and activities for each week to provide for an
awesome at-home Lenten experience. We will be talking about how to
BE.THE.Love in a time when we have been more isolated, some in quarantine.
We read about the true nature of Christ-like love in all circumstances in I
Corinthians 13:1-13. This chapter is often called the “Love Chapter” of the Bible,
with those well-known words at the end, “So faith, hope, love abide, these three,
and the greatest of these is love.” Jesus taught us to love one another as he has
loved us, and he finally journeyed to the cross to give his life for us out of the
greatest love for all.
February 17 “Burying the Past”
February 24 “Love Is Patient
March 3 “Love Does Not Envy”
March 10 “Love Is Not Rude”
March 17 “Love Does Not Rejoice in Wrongdoing”
March 24 “The Love of God”

Dear Bethel friends,
I am so excited to report that Bethel leadership has approved a Sabbatical leave for me this spring.
My Sabbatical will be from April 5 until June 3. During this time I will be taking a break from
“normal” pastoral concerns: worship leadership, preaching, teaching, program coordinating, weddings, baptisms, funerals, visitation of members—in order to focus the more often neglected roles of
pastoral ministry—study, reading, and writing. In fact, during this time I will be spending significant time working on a project I have had on a back burner for many years. I hope to write a book
in 2021, and the time away from my normal pastor hustle will give space to voice this other important part of my own pastoral development and ministry. Now, a Sabbatical leave in the midst of
pandemic means I will not be travelling much of anywhere. You may still see me around town—at
the grocery store, at the park with my kiddos, walking the dyke or exercising at NDSCS. I will not be
so “off the clock” to be hiding from all of you, though I would ask for you to bring any particular pastoral care concerns to my colleague, Pastor Jake.

Again, thank you for the space to pursue this dream of mine. I hope
to return from Sabbatical rested and with more interesting things to
say from the pulpit. Know when you invest in your pastors’ continuing education, you also invest in your own. I appreciate the space to
tend to being a leader who is well and well-rounded. And as always, I
appreciate our partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ. May we all
learn ways to declare this love more loudly and clearly in our lives.
Be well,
Pastor Erika
Contact Information:

8am-5pm
8am-3pm
8am-11am

M-Th
Fri
Sun

Phone: 701-642-4472

Fax: 701-642-2477

Pastor Jake: 320-733-0257

email: jdyrhaug@bethelwahpeton.com

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012

email: ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com

Lisa Bassingthwaite: 701-642-4472

email: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

Lois Fenske: 701-642-4472

email: betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com

Brian Finnie: 701-642-4472

email: bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com

Joyce Johnson: 701-642-4472

email: jjohnson@bethelwahpeton.com

The Eternal Candle is being sponsored for
the month of May by Linda Miller in
celebration of her son’s (Jason Miller) 45th
birthday.
If you would like to sponsor an Eternal
Light for a week or month, please
contact the office (701-642-4472 or
betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com).
Cost is $5 per week, or $20 per month.
You may also indicate the reason for
sponsorship (e.g., in memory of, in
honor of, a person’s anniversary or
birthday) which will be published each
month in the “Bethel Beacon”. Please
submit/send payment to the office.

Pastor Jake will
have a Bible Study
on the Book of Acts
February 25, March
4 & 11 at 10:30 am
in the Sanctuary.
Please call the office
to sign up.

Special Dates

World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2021
Daylight-Saving Time Begins
March 14, 2021
St. Patrick’s Day, March, 2021
March 20, 2021
March 28, 2021

Christian symbol—Cross of
Triumph
Also known as the Cross of Victory,
this cross
symbolizes Christ’s
final triumph and
his reign throughout
the earth. The Cross
of Triumph is often
depicted atop Jesus’
scepter when he’s
shown in his kingly
office.

Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby described prayer as simply letting God into our lives. God
“knocks,” he said, “not only in the solemn hours of secret prayer” but “in the midst of your
daily work, your daily struggles, your daily grind … when you need him most.” Prayer, added
Hallesby, is as essential to life as air. “As impossible as it is for us to take a breath in the
morning large enough to last us until noon, so impossible is it to pray in the morning in such a
way as to last us until noon,” he said. “Let your prayers ascend to [God] constantly, audibly or
silently, as circumstances throughout the day permit.”

The Palm Sunday anthem “All Glory Laud and Honor” is one of Christendom’s oldest hymns. St. Theodulf of
Orleans, who helped reform the church under Charlemagne, wrote the lyrics in the year 820 while imprisoned
in France. The lyrics recount Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event the medieval church reenacted
every Palm Sunday. Clergy and townspeople processed from fields through the city gates, behind a Jesus
figure riding a donkey. At the gates, children began singing the hymn in Latin — Gloria, laus et honor — and
onlookers soon chimed in. City gates may be a thing of the past, as the website Hymnary.org notes, yet we still
praise our blessed Redeemer “because we know just what kind of King he was and is — an everlasting King
who reigns not just in Jerusalem but over the entire earth. What more could we do but praise him with glory,
laud and honor.”

“Life is given to you like a flat piece of land,” said actress Jeanne Moreau. “I hope that
when I'm finished, my piece of land will be a beautiful garden.” God, who put the first
human in a garden to care for creation, blesses us with talents and resources to wisely
manage. In gardening terms, God gives us the plot of ground, the seed, the wisdom and
strength to bring forth beauty and abundance. Yet we do the work, with God’s help, to
make it a reality. Like Adam, we till, but God gives the increase. God’s provisions and our
labor bring the garden — and our lives of stewardship — to fulfillment. As stewards, we
ponder: When God calls us home, what will our garden be like, and what will it have
produced?

I am the epitome of a “cat lady”: Each of my five felines has taught me a bit about faith. As I settle into bed,
Piccolo presses his body tightly against mine. As I type, Tina sits on my lap, often reaching to rest a paw on my
hand (the one on the mouse, of course!). Pumpkin cries persistently, even raising his front legs like toddler
arms when he wants to be picked up. Yet, as any cat lover knows, these animals can be stubbornly aloof — at
least until mealtime. My cats’ actions make me think about how intentional daily Bible reading is like pressing
myself against God. When I see God’s presence in nature or someone’s kindness, pausing to give thanks is like
reaching out to touch God’s hand. When I feel needy, I can stretch my spirit toward God’s embrace with an
honest prayer. And when I make myself aloof — as, alas, I sometimes do — I can rejoice that God’s love always
calls me back, to nourish me again.
—Heidi Mann

REMINDER: Bethel does not notify families of memorials
given directly to the church.
The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource
for any one person or group of people that would like to give a
memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel
Lutheran Church. It is the committee’s responsibility to formulate
a catalog of specific items, keep a record of all memorials and to
acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item or honorarium please contact
committee members: Bev McRoberts @640-8876, Luther Sannes@642-5140; or Reeann Enderson@640-4230

Thank you to the members of Bethel for your continued support.
In memory of:

Given by:

Capital Campaign:

In memory of:

Given by:

Endowment Fund:

Skip Evans

Jeff & Steph Beyer

Bill Bair

Marilyn Anderson

Natalie Bruschwein

Clare Byron

Meryl Hansey

Marilyn Anderson

Dennis Broderick

Clare Byron

Bill Bair

Perry & Denise Miller

General Memorial:

Library:

Betty Cope

Henry & Mary Ann Loock

Bill Bair

Terry & Suzanne Pehl

Myrtle Oppoboen

Clare Byron

Paying it back (and forward) During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially meaningful. Last spring, as Covid-19 hit
Native American communities particularly hard, an interesting transatlantic outreach occurred.
Donations from Ireland began appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi families, leading
administrators to suspect the account had been hacked. Then they realized a cross-generational
payback was underway. In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with
Potato Famine relief. That generosity was never forgotten, and by May 2020, people in Ireland had
contributed more than $4 million toward pandemic assistance for relatives of people who’d helped
their ancestors. Many donors included an Irish proverb meaning “In each other’s shadows the people
live.”
The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin Franklin. It also echoes
Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 6:31). How might you
live out this practice today?

When God giggles - Before dinner, our family was preparing to pray, which we do by holding hands.
Upon discovering that one child hadn’t washed his hands, my husband struck a contorted pose to
avoid physical contact. The mealtime blessing quickly dissolved into laughter as we each peeked at
him.
Afterward, as we passed around the food, I asked, “What do you imagine God thought about us
laughing during prayer?” One child quickly replied, “I think he was laughing right along with us.”
Yes! Although prayer is reverent, God invites us to converse with words, emotions — and even
giggles!
—Janna Firestone

We have an opportunity to support a New Beginnings with the Richland Wilkin
Food Pantry. A mobile food truck has been ordered and will begin operation in
the near future. In the meantime they are needing financial support to purchase:
- 2 generators
- A small freezer
- Metal shelving
40th Anniversary March Campaign March 1-April 11, 2021
Fill a grocery bag for our local food shelf with items such as cereal, laundry soap, canned
fruit, canned vegetables, and boxed dinners such as scalloped potatoes. A financial donation will go further due to access to food banks and discount purchasing programs, allowing
food shelves to purchase items most needed in their community.
Please stay tuned for more information the month of March.
Bethel Stewardship Committee

We are in need of “Dollars for Jesus” to sustain food/
gas vouchers. Donations are accepted anytime. Just
put money in an envelope with the words “Dollars for
Jesus” on it. You can drop it in the Sunday collection
boxes, or drop it off in the church mailbox. Thank you!

These are Bethel members known
to have birthdays in March. If you
have a birthday in March & your
name is not listed, please contact
the church office so we may update
our church records.

03/01 Mary Braun
James Jacobson
Kathleen Olson
Tori Uhlich
03/02 Jon Koenig
Michael Pausch
03/03 Donna Callenius
Bly Hatting
Chloe Haugen
03/04 Adam Brevik
Abigail Bronson
Joey Ehlers
Jackson Kriel
Cambri Mauch
Abigayle Paulson
Alice Schlotfeldt
James Smith
03/05 Remy Cornelius
03/06 Danielle Flack
Dale Formaneck
03/07 Caleb Beto
Morgan Czichotzki
Adam Hoefs
Carla Sheeley
03/08 Yvonne Opoien
03/09 Noah Berge
Ashlyn Kahler
Peyton Miller
Sean Owens
Jenn Plummer
03/10 Kinzee Miller
Katherine Richels
03/11 Henry Buller
Patrick Trappen
03/12 Ellie Ehlers
Gwen Finnie
Jamie Rezac
Ardeith Richter
03/13 Bradley Cruff

03/14 Beau Beyer
Ethan Meide
Seth Meide
Michael Vaneps
03/15 Romel Moen
Alison Probasco
Rodney Romereim
McCoy Smith
03/16 Alec Carlson
Avery Malme
Cade Malme
Brandi Romereim
Carol Sturdevant
03/17 Josh Beto
Julia Fisher
Lee Krump
Sicily Malme
Dale Peppel
Shelby Stone
03/18 Kenny Knudson
Breanna Koval
Gordon Mikesh
Pat Paulson
03/19 Brady DeVries
Leah DeVries
Rhapsody Lunsetter
Paul Oehlke
Frank Ringer
Mark Sherven
Richard Truesdell
03/20 Matthew Anderson
Jean Carlson
Megan Kraft
Sonia Muller
Blake Peterson
03/21 Jessica Munter
Jennifer Vigen
03/22 Cynthia Bredeson
Brenda Rick

03/23 Micah Anderson
Brittney Close
Adyson Hietkamp
Mason Medenwaldt
Carol Schmidt
03/24 Corey Amos
Kim Hansen
Jacob Kubela
03/25 Jane Berndt
Michael Erlandson
Cayden Hoaby
Brian Rempfer
Britt Rovig
Nadine Torgerson
03/26 Reeann Enderson
Bryant Friskop
03/27 Shawn Beto
Cheri Formaneck
Tawny Irwin
Logan Jepsen
Jacob Prchal
Andrew Schulz
Scott Stiller
03/28 Lila Gedrose
Jensen Hatting
03/29 Mike Bassingthwaite
Dennis Grandalen
Richard Grosz
Bonnie Namtvedt
Christin Neiber
Don Tobin
Jordan Vaneps
03/30 Brad Bakken
Geraldine Coyne
Reed Kasowski
Brenda Romereim
03/31 William Berge
Mark Korinek

Bethel Youth & Families
IN-PERSON WEDNESDAY SCHOOL WILL START MARCH 3!
Christian Education Update:
Wednesday school in-person sessions will start March 3rd. Classes start at 5:30 and will be
done at 6:30. Preschool through 1st grade must be picked up in the sanctuary. The last day of
Wednesday school will be April 28th. If you are interested in teaching Wednesday school,
please contact Lisa.
ALL WEDNESDAY SCHOOL AND CONFIRMATION STUDENTS NEED TO FILL OUT AN ONLINE
REGISTATION FORM FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE! Go to the Bethel Website drop down menu under
“Ministries” and click on “Children & Youth”.
First Communion—You must pre-register either online using the “Ministries” drop
down menu and then click on “Children & Youth” or by calling the office. You and
your child will need to attend BOTH classes which will be held Sunday, March 28 th at
5:30 pm and Wednesday, March 31st at 5:30 pm. Your child will receive their first
communion during the 6:45 pm Maundy Thursday Worship service on April 1st OR
any of the Easter Sunday services!
3rd Grade Bibles—Bibles and information will be available for pick up March 31st. Classes will be held April 14th
and 21st - parents are required to attend with your child! Bibles will be presented at the 6:45 pm service on April
21st.

9th Grade Confirmation

February-Read the book of Mark. We will be posting links to help you get through the reading in
the confirmation corner group. Meet with your mentor twice! Send Lisa a selfie of the two of you
701-899-2060.
March-You will need to attend one of two movie nights with discussion after the movie. Movie
dates are March 10th at 6:30 pm and March 21st, 6:30 pm.
April-Time to put your faith statement in action! You will also need to schedule a confirmation
interview with Pastor Jake, Pastor Erika or myself. Interview times will be posted closer to April.
6th, 7th, and 8th grade confirmation schedule:
Date
Class
February 24 Lydia
March 3
Review
March 10
Jesus
March 17
Jesus
March 24
Review
March 31
NO confirmation
April 7
6th grade Mentor event
April 14
7th grade Mentor event
April 21
8th grade Mentor event
April 28
Confirmation wrap up!

National Youth Gathering Information! - After much prayer and consideration, the team working on
the ELCA Youth Gathering have decided to postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The new date is July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, MN. This will be for
youth who are in 8th to 12th grade at the time of registration.
As always, if you have questions / suggestions / or concerns, contact Lisa on her cell phone (701899-2060) or at church.

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
February 9, 2021
CALL TO ORDER – Kelly Voss
Roll Call
Kelly Voss
Kathy Johnson
Dee Jensen
Cindy Borchert
Pastor Erika Buller
Judy Peterson,Board of Outreach
Board of Education
Linda Johnson , Board of Stewardship

x
x
x
x
x
x

Cyndy Kolle, Board of Lay
Mike Bassingthwaite, Board of Property
Pastor Jake Dyrhaug
Floss Johnson, Board of Outreach
Guests:
Lisa Bassingthwaite

x
x
x

x

x

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Mike Bassingthwaite
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mike moved & Linda seconded to approve. Motion carried.
TREASURERS REPORT: Report tabled.

2020

January

February

March

April

May

June

Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:
2020
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:
2021
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance :
Checking acct
balance:
2021
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:

$28,480.00

$36,284.00

$34,073.00

$24,397.11

$29,192.00

$28,101.00

($13,438.91)
$29,315.46

($19,336.94)
$23,417.43

($20,267.87)
$22,486.50

($28,689.78)
$14,064.59

$15,193.73
$57,948.10

$10,725.30
$53,479.67

July
$21,512.00

August
$24,417.00

September
$30,922.00

October
$35,612.50

November
$36,528.07

December
$38,103.81

($5,886.09)
$36,868.28

($16,313.71)
$26,440.66

($24,151.70)
$18,602.67

($29,462.09)
$13,292.28

($31,833.64)
$10,920.73

($33,268.40)
($20,514.03)

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Implementation team update:
a. Not much to report at this point. Some things are in a waiting phase.
b. Carpet in Conference room and Faith Center have been added to the project.
2. Access to technology (ICON)
a. Tabled
3. Lenten Theme - Calendar
a. Pastor Erika handed out calendars for each board’s responsibility for recording Lenten services.
b. Stewardship just recorded theirs and they were amazing.
c. She reminded everyone to pick up their Lenten kits.
d. The scripts for each board will be available and recording takes place one week before it will be
played.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Linda Johnson
* Polly Withuski is a new board member.
* Linda Johnson will continue as Chairman and Kathy Hammer will be secretary.
Board of Property: Mike Bassingthwaite
* They will have a discussion of the roof and other projects.
* There is a need for a new copy machine in the office.
Board of Education: Lisa Bassingthwaite
* They are starting Confirmation on February 10 and hopefully Wednesday School on March 3.
* Drive-in Bingo will be held February 14 in the parking lot. They have worked out the glitches from the
last one.
* First communion sessions will be held March 28 & 31.
Board of Lay: Cyndy Kolle
* The board agreed on in-person service for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, each
at 6:45 pm.
* Easter Services will be in-person at 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 am.
* Each member of the Board of Lay will volunteer to be trained on the new soundboard equipment.
They are challenging other boards to volunteer as well.
Board of Outreach: Judy Peterson & Floss Johnson
* Lois informed them of a youth program for the community – giving a candy bar with mittens/gloves
given to Wilkin County to distribute.
* They are still working on the fire victims project and need a room to store items. Lisa said there may
be a room upstairs they could use.
* The mail outreach is still going on.
* We have had people wanting to join Bethel and we are looking for creative ways to welcome them.
2. Discuss in-person vs zoom meetings for boards:
a. Let the office know if you are going to meet in person so the space is ready for you.
b. When all boards meet in person there could be a pre-meeting devotion huddle in the sanctuary.
3. Discuss Dedication of the building service:
a. A summer event outside with a meal, hymn sing, tours, games and other ideas were discussed.
b. Wednesday night could be an option for the summer to get more people to attend.
c. Start dreaming of other ideas. Pastor Erika can make balloon animals.

4. Discuss Celebration of Implementation Team:
a. The celebration should be all encompassing and all rolled into one.
b. We should celebrate the fact that we are all back together again and thank everyone for
contributions.
c. The list should include everyone involved from the beginning to the end of the project because
there was a huge cross section of people involved in this project.
5. Ash Wednesday:
a. There will be an in-person service at 6:45 pm on Wednesday February 17, 2021.
6. Discussion of established meeting dates:
a. It was brought up that we should switch the board meetings and the planning council around.
Perhaps it would create a better flow of communication.
b. The way the model is supposed to work is for the planning council to discuss ideas and the
boards take it from there.
c. Perhaps the crisis of this year amplified the issues that have been in the background of our
minds. We should discuss this at the leadership retreat and clarify the roles for each entity
involved.
7. Installation of Leadership:
a. The installation of leadership will be on February 28, 2021 at the 10:00 worship service.
8. Leadership Retreat:
a. The retreat will also be on February 28, 2021 from 12:00 to 3:00 pm.
b. There will be a focused time for the staff to attend as well.
9. Request for Sabbatical:
a. Pastor Erika requested a sabbatical to begin on April 5 through June 3, 2021. She handed out
her request to members present.
b. The policy is that a request can be for 1 to 3 months. She is requesting 2 months. The
Executive Committee will make a decision about this request following this meeting.
c. She wants to write a book and also wants to recruit some of our members to be a part of the
Bethel Sabbatical Team.
10. Other:
a. A concern was brought to the planning council that no food or drink be brought into the
sanctuary with the new carpet and cloth chairs.
b. There is a need for discussion of how we use the building and what the needs are for this and to
be welcoming to people.
Board Reports – each board email minutes to Bethel office to review prior to Planning Council meeting.
Dates and notables:
February 14, 2021 – Drive-in BINGO
February 17, 2021 – Ash Wednesday Service at 6:45 pm and live streamed
February 18, 2021 – Pastor Jake – Bible Study – 5 weeks – Centennial Room and Zoom
February 28, 2021 – Installation of Leadership at 10:00 Service
February 28, 2021 – Leadership Retreat – 12:00 to 3:00 pm
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer
Spiritual Direction for March – Pastor Jake
Next meeting March 9, 2021
Respectfully Submitted:
Cindy Borchert, Secretary/Treasurer

