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Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ,
build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

“So if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation: everything old has passed away,
see everything has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17
Dear Bethel friends,
Grace and peace be to you, wherever this letter finds you. As I am writing this, my husband and I are celebrating a
weird anniversary: we have been in self-isolation in our home together for a full month. How do you celebrate or
mark such time? DO you celebrate such time? While Michael and I keep encouraging each other to find positives
in our situation: more family time together, the chance to learn new skills as ministry goes entirely virtual,
“pastoring” together through our Morning Devotions with the Pastor(s) Buller-- we also find plenty of things we
will mourn together too. More family time together has also dissolved into more screen time and frustration in
trying to work and stay at home with our kids always underfoot. While learning new skills can be invigorating, I
miss you all very much and it’s just not the same preaching to empty pews or to my own reflection on a screen.
And Michael and I are learning new ways to work together, but I would rather learn those things under less
stressful and less weighty circumstances.
And then there are some days, my dear friends, that are just hard. Sometimes days, sometimes hours. I think
about what has been revealed through this health crisis about who we are: about the capacity people have to care
for one another but also our base selfishness. I worry about the vulnerable—those living on the edge of a
paycheck, lacking access to health care if they were to get sick, those who are stretched thin and struggling. I
worry about those who have underlying mental health concerns who are not faring well in isolation.
I worry, I pray, I cry, I get crabby and irrational. And somehow I trust. Trust God is in the midst of this as well.
Trust in God’s Easter promises, that this is not the end. Somehow, God is making us new. Somehow, God is
making us into a more compassionate, more caring, more gracious expression of Christ’s love for the world.
Somehow, in the cloud of my anxiety and worry, God is making me (and you) even now, into a part of how God’s
love is being revealed.
As my wise husband keeps saying, this is not forever, it is just for now. My prayer for us all during this time is to
wait and watch. Watch for who God is forming us to be—a beloved people who are sent, dispersed, dispatched to
share that love for others. Wait and hope for God to show up. Because in Christ, we are a new creation. God is
making us over, making this world over so we understand how deeply we belong to each other. And how we
belong also to God’s loving care. Now and always. No matter what.
I love you all dearly, and miss you from here. It’s not forever, it’s just for now. And still, and
yet, God is also here.
Be well,
Pastor Erika
P.S. Baby Buller #3 is due to arrive any day now. My family and I would appreciate your
prayers as we adjust to being a family of five. Henry and Ben are both very excited to be big
brothers. Although Henry is pretty sure he wants to be a dinosaur, and not a big brother. I will be on maternity
leave until about the middle of June. Pastor Jake and the rest of the Bethel team will be hard at work ministering
to you in this time. We are still here for you. We are still the church together. God be with you until we meet
again, and when we meet again, I look forward to introducing you to our latest new life.

Congratulations to
Pastor Erika and her
family on the birth of
Eliza Mae Buller on
Thursday, April 23rd.

A Mother's Love
There are times when only a mother's love
Can understand our tears,
Can soothe our disappoints
And calm all of our fears.
There are times when only a mother's love
Can share the joy we feel
When something we've dreamed about
Quite suddenly is real.

In response to the efforts to slow down COVID 19
Coronavirus, Bethel Lutheran Church has cancelled all worship services, programming and activities until further notice. We have also locked
the building to the public. During this time,
please do join us for our online worship services
which will be recorded on the Facebook “Follow
Us” section of our website.

There are times when only a mother's faith
Can help us on life's way
And inspire in us the confidence
We need from day to day.

We are still here for your spiritual needs. Feel free
to call the office at 642-4472 if you need to talk to
any of the staff or if you would like to schedule an
appointment.

For a mother's heart and a mother's faith
And a mother's steadfast love
Were fashioned by the angels
And sent from God above.

Confirmation has been postponed until
October 25, 2020.

~Author Unknown~

Ruby’s Pantry is looking for volunteers to help set
up and distribute food between 4 & 6 pm on the
While the building is locked, you may continue to following dates:
give your weekly offering one of three ways:
May 18
June 22
1. Go to our website
July 27
August 24
(http://
September 28
October 26
November 23
December 28
bethelwahpeton.com/ and scroll
If you are interested in helping, please contact Indown to the “Give”
spiration Church at 218-643-8610
section.
2. Send your offering
via postal service.
2021 Offering Envelopes
Our address is 607
will soon be ordered. If
6th St N, Wahpeton,
you DO NOT WANT/
ND 58075.
NEED envelopes in 2021,
3. Use the “Bill Pay”
please contact Joyce
feature of your
Johnson by June 1, 2020.
online checking account.

2020 Summer Worship
is set to begin on May
24th . We made a slight
change in the schedule
this year. We will have
coffee hour first at 9 a.m.
followed by worship at
10 a.m. Wouldn’t it be
great if we actually could
start our Summer
Worship on May 24th?
We will just have to
continue to be patient
and be grateful when we
can finally be together
again as our Bethel
family.
If you are watching our services online at
www.bethelwahpeton.com and are
wondering how to increase the screen size
of the video, please see the photo below:
Bethel
In memory of Jeff Ditch given by: Lorraine Dronen
Library
In memory of Mary Tolo given by: The Tolo
Family
REMINDER: Bethel does not notify families of
memorials given directly to the church.
The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the
resource for any one person or group of people that
would like to give a memorial, honorarium, or
commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran Church.
It is the committee’s responsibility to formulate a
catalog of specific items, keep a record of all memorials
and to acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or
wish to give a memorial item or honorarium
please contact committee members: Bev McRoberts
@640-8876, Luther Sannes@642-5140; or Reeann
Enderson@640-4230

Thank you to the members of Bethel for your
continued support.

Click here to
view video in
a larger
window

8am-5pm
8am-3pm
7am-1pm

Monday-Thursday
Friday
Sunday

Office Closed: May 25, 2020

Summer Hours
Effective May 26, 2020:
8am-5pm
8am-12pm
8am-11am

Monday-Thursday
Friday
Sunday

Contact Information:
Phone: 701-642-4472
Pastor Jake: 320-733-0257

Fax: 701-642-2477
email: jdyrhaug@bethelwahpeton.com

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012

email: ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com

Lisa Bassingthwaite: 701-642-4472

email: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

Lois Fenske: 701-642-4472

email: betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com

Brian Finnie: 701-642-4472

email: bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com

Joyce Johnson: 701-642-4472

email: jjohnson@bethelwahpeton.com

We have not been able to meet with our book club members since March but
we are getting caught up on our reading selections. The following books were
selected through June. They are all good reads.
April 14
May 12
June 9

“Twice in a Blue Moon” by Christina Lauren
“Where the Crawdad’s Sing” by Delia Owens
“The Woman I was Before” by Kerry Fisk

We are hoping this extra time will give us an opportunity to come up with ideas on book
selections, especially for July, Aug ,& Sept. Put on your thinking cap!
Our regular meeting time is the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 10 a.m. Hopefully we will be
able to gather on May 12. This Covid-19 virus isolation will make us appreciate each other’s
company more. If you’ve been reading during this isolation period, we hope to have you join
us. All are welcome!
“You cannot open a book without learning something.”
~Confucius ~

Dear Bethel families, I want you to know that you have been missed at church the past weeks. I am looking
forward to seeing all of you very soon. If any of you have questions, concerns, or just need to talk I am
here. I do not have all the answers, but I will listen. Praying for you and hoping to see you all very soon.
Lisa
Fundraising opportunities to support the youth of Bethel

 The youth going to the National Youth Gathering are willing to flamingo yards…what a great way to
spread a little happiness when we are all stuck at home. Spend $20 to flamingo someone else’s lawn.
Contact Lisa on her cell phone, 701-899-2060 or at church.
 Wahpeton Deli Cards - the National Youth Gathering kids are selling Wahpeton Deli cards. If you
would like to purchase one, please let Lisa know and I will get one to you. The cards are $35!
Purchasing the deli cards are a great way to support the youth of Bethel and a local business.
 Confirmation requirements for each grade!
6th Graders
 10 sermon notes
 Attend mentor event and finish mentor book
7th Grade
 12 sermon notes
 Attend mentor event and finish mentor book
8th Grade
 15 sermon notes
 Attend mentor event and finish mentor book
9th Grade
 Mentor Book (due September 23)þ
 Creative Faith Project (due September 23)þ
 Faith Statement (due at interview)
 Interview with pastor/youth director (Lisa will contact you with dates and times available)
 Stoles (we will get together end of July and beginning of August)
 20 Sermon notes
 9th Grade confirmation has been moved to October 25! Confirmation will be held during the 11:00
service.
 Are you (or do you have) a child in 7th-11th grade? It is not too late to join us for the National Youth
Gathering. June 29- July 3, 2021 in Minneapolis MN. Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and
their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith
formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship,
Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live
their faith in their daily lives. Youth who are in 7th grade are eligible to attend. Registration and $100
deposit are due by May 22, 2020. Checks can be written to Bethel/National Youth Gathering.

 Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway! Vacation Bible August 3-6 at Evergreen
United Methodist Church
4:45-5:15 supper
5:30-7:45 VBS
Cost $10.00
Registration forms will be available soon! Contact Lisa is you would like to be part of the planning!
 Remember to stop at the little free library to get your flat Jesus and share the adventures you and flat
Jesus have staying at home.
 Senior High Brunch has been postponed. We are aiming for the end of July or the beginning of August
for the date. As far as the celebration, we are planning on holding a Wednesday evening service and
serving you and your family a supper instead of breakfast. When we get the details worked out, we
will let you know.
 We have included a heart for you and your family to color. We are asking each family to decorate a
heart and send it back to Bethel and we will put our hearts on display here at the church.

These are Bethel members known to have birthdays in May. If
you have a birthday in May and your name is not listed, please
contact the church office so we may update our church records.

5/1

Deb Jacobson
Lynn Thoe
5/2 Lara EychanerHusmann
Devry Klocke
Coleen Krohn
Ashlyn Tollefson
5/3 Jon Bernstein
Brooke Haugen
Maci Miller
Nicole Paulson
Zachariah Rick
5/4 Clayton Farmen
Jazzlyn Hasbargen
Kelli Karn (Tews)
Ione Manock
5/5 Breckin Anderson
Connie M Foster
Hattie Mauch
Bret Sheeley
Brandi Webinger
5/6 McKenzie Bakken
Caleb Brejcha
Bob Rugenstein
Frances Werre
5/7
Daniel Czichotzki
Nicole Falk
Sara Vierstraete
Beckett Vosberg
5/8 Trudy Jacobson
Joe Keaveny
Lisa Keaveny
Douglas Peterson
5/9 Londa Darwin
Karen Lutz
Charles Shockley
5/10 John Bassingthwaite
Tammy Kruger
5/11 Cara Borchert
Barry Burchill
Robert Jokumsen
Julie Lambrecht
Bellamy McManus

5/12
5/13
5/14

5/15

5/16
5/17
5/18
5/19

5/20
5/21

5/22

5/23

Nathan Redman
Addison Truesdell
Willis Uhlich
Glen Engle
Kenneth Lindsey
Anita Medenwaldt
Robin David
Irva Sederstrom
Troy Vosberg
Patricia Berg
Grayson Cory
Michael Johnson
Warren Retzlaff
Patty Stokes
Quinn Bassingthwaite
Sandra Bennett
Suzette Fitterer
Remy Hills
JoAnn Tobin
Kara Underwood
Kaiden Wickoren
Bradley Bontjes
Bryson Wangler
CeeCee Mauch
Todd Speidel
Carson Rood
Gregory Bontjes
Danya Dahlgren
Joshua Facey
Gavin Wedge
Troy Wittenburg
Mary Anderson
Brent Finnie
Cynthia Rugenstein
Lucas Asche
Emily Hagelstrom
Steve Ibarra
Cindy Prochnow
Hal Fisher
Kathleen Johnson
Wyatt Neiber
Tyler Peterson
Patricia Teschner

Slater Zach
5/24 Mackenzie Gilbertson
Alexander Mund
5/25 Tari Birkelo
Jenna Burchill
Logan Krump
David Nordhougen
Deborah Roesler
Kristie Smith
Brian Splichal
5/26 Eric Deal
Nathan Hartmann
Julian Jambretz
Brynlee Koenig
Carley McManus
(Rosemore)
5/27 Dylan Bernotas
Devaar Lowell Crandall
Alizabeth Dammann
Darcy Meide
5/28 Roger Mund
Renee Rossow
Kayla Rovig
5/29 Shyann Awender
Patty Grotjohn
Josh Pfaff
5/30 Freya Cherry
Angel Cookman
Jay Julson
Carol Morrison
Kimberly (Kim) Pauly
Debra Tobias
5/31 Patrick Brejcha

Red Willow
Ministries will be
holding a Quilt
Auction and Raffle
on August 30, 2020.
For more
information or to
view auction items, visit: Bit.LY/
RWBCQUILTS. Raffle Tickets can be
purchased in the Bethel Lutheran
Church office.

Due to space
constraints/storage
issues, the Church
Library will be closed
until further notice.

Board of Outreach
Although most of our fellowship activities have been postponed the Board of Outreach has been planning ahead to
when groups of people can again gather. In the mean time we are looking at activities we can do to brighten the
days for nursing home residents and shut-ins. We will continue to look for other ways to support our communities
from a distance. Be safe and God Bless!

Stewardship definition: the responsible overseeing and protection of something considered
worth caring for and preserving. During this strange and somewhat difficult time of the
Coronavirus outbreak, it has caused all of us to rethink how we do business and carry out
our responsibilities.
The Stewardship Board has new members and it has been challenging not being able to
meet face to face. We have learned to use Zoom to meet as a board.
The Stewardship Board is grateful for the financial support even though we cannot meet in
fellowship together. You have proven that Bethel church, its leaders and members, are
worth caring for and preserving. Bethel’s theme: BE.THE.Love is being carried out during
this time. Bethel has been able to minister to those in need during this pandemic by providing food, a motel room, some
household needs to families and individuals who were identified by community members - indeed following scripture
Matthew 25:40 “I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did it for
me!”
Thank you for the support and being a Bethel member.
Church Renovation - Brian Finnie has been hard at work preparing the building for the upcoming projects:
asbestos removal is set to begin the last week in April; work in the sanctuary set to begin in May; the current pews
have been taken in recent weeks by Bethel members who have requested them. A vote will be taken at a later date
as to whether there will be new pews or chairs for the sanctuary. The pipe organ is being disassembled to prepare
for work in the balcony. A new digital organ has been purchased and will be installed later this summer. The
architects and contractors have been here in recent weeks during the bidding process and things are moving ahead.
Hopefully we will be able to come back together for worship at the church yet this summer. We will meet in the
Fellowship Hall until the projects are completed.

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
April 14, 2020
CALL TO ORDER – Kelly Voss
Roll Call
Kelly Voss
Kathy Johnson
Dee Jensen
Cindy Borchert
Erika Buller
Blake Peterson, Board of Outreach
Dana Kasowski Board of Education
Linda Johnson , Board of Stewardship

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Cyndy Kolle, Board of Lay
Mike Bassingthwaite, Board of Property
Pastor Jake

x
x
x

Guests:

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Blake Peterson
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mike moved & Linda seconded to approve. Motion carried.
TREASURERS REPORT: Dana moved & Mike seconded to approve. Motion carried. It was suggested that
we invite Missy and/or Joyce to our next meeting to answer some questions. It was also asked if Missy could
email the financials to everyone since we are not always able to get into the building.

2019

January

Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:
2019
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:
2020
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance :
Checking acct
balance:
2020
Envelope
offering:
Income/Balance:
Checking acct
balance:

$36,498.48

$33,928.50

$30,378.50

$31,087.00

$26,194.00

$26,002.34

($7,171.10)
$1,710.47

($12,900.72)
($4,019.15)

($28,732.36)
($19,850.79)

($35,542.91)

($25,781.41)
($32,746.00)

($34,785.49)
($25,903.92)

July
$27,759.00

August
$23,724.00

September
$40,032.21

October
$34,791.00

November
$28,390.00

December
$64,524.05

($32,965.35)
($24,083.73)

($7,214.33)
$16,095.90)

$21,380.28
$30,261.85

$21,169.19
$29,061.42

$1,666.92
$10,548.49

$33,872.80
$42,754.37

January
$28,480.00

February
$36,284.00

March
$34,073.00

($13,438.91)
$29,315.46

($19,336.94)
$23,417.43

($20,267.87)
$22,486.50

July

February

August

March

September

April

May

June

April

May

June

October

November

December

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Implementation team update
a. Met with Architect on April 3 via Zoom.
b. Plans are coming along nicely. A Bid tour will be April 22 with bids by May 4/5.
c. There was a question about plans for air conditioning for the kitchen. Mike will put it on the
agenda for Board of Property to check on.
2. Audit committee – Cindy contacted Missy about this and was told that Missy will talk with Dan about
when it can be done.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Linda Johnson
* They chose their officers: Linda is the chair and Brad is the recorder.
* Ideas for Fall Campaign were discussed
* Who would like to attend the Synod Assembly was discussed
* They will discuss How to get people to remember/contribute to the church and how best to reach out
and ask.
Board of Property: Mike Bassingthwaite
* Kind of in a holding pattern, waiting for bids
* A question was asked about office furniture being included in the plan. The existing furniture should
be able to be used with minimal new required.
* A question was asked about items not included in the bid package. The parking lot and youth room are
two that were mentioned.
Board of Education: Dana Kasowski
* Summer campership money is available for anyone interested in going to summer camp
* VBS is rescheduled for August 3-6, 2020 at the Methodist Church
* Confirmation is rescheduled for October 25, 2020 (Reformation Sunday)
* Everything else is on hold
Board of Lay: Cyndy Kolle
* Praise Band is available to play for summer worship June 21 and July 26.
* There might be a youth led service in July or August.
* Facebook live has been implemented. The iPad uses a “tripod”. There may be a need for other
volunteers to run this and not the soundboard people.
* They will ask Brian or Lois about the volume and the small size of the screen for the online services.
Board of Outreach: Blake Peterson
* Bethel was responsible for the calling tree for the blood drive at Breckenridge Lutheran Church. They
had 60+ donations with a waiting list.
2. Synod Assembly delegates:
Keep this in mind for July applications.
3. Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) information:
a. Blake moved to have a group fill out the application and Dee seconded. Motion carried. Mike
volunteered to help Kelly fill out the application with help from Missy with financials.

1. Timeline for next month:
a. Pastor Erika is having a baby soon and will be in isolation for one month following the
delivery. This is for the safety of the baby and the family.

2. The Synod will supply an online worship service for the Sunday after Easter:
a. Our plan is to use this resource and the service will be on our website.
b. Interim Bishop, Larry Wohlrabe will be preaching.
3. Provide a Reminder for people to give if they are able to do so:
a. The Board of Stewardship will discuss this further at their meeting next week.
4. Other
a. A question was brought up about the safety of the mail in the new mailbox provided since the
doors are locked. Lois will check into other options.
Board Reports – each board email minutes to bethel office to review prior to planning council meeting
Dates and notables:
Easter – April 12 – on the Bethel website and Facebook
Confirmation Sunday moved to October 25, 2020 (Reformation Sunday)
Meet the Bishop Candidates – postponed
Proposed Renovation Begins – May 4
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner – postponed
Summer Worship begins May 24 – coffee at 9:00 am & worship at 10:00 am
Synod Assembly – August 15 & 16 at Fargo Holiday Inn
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer
Spiritual Direction May – Linda Johnson
Next meeting May 12, 2020
Respectfully Submitted:
Cindy Borchert, Secretary/Treasurers

