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Gathering Songs
Welcome & Announcements
Lighting of the Advent Candle
L: Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that
your day of salvation is dawning. As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
O house of Jacob, come.
All: Let us walk in the light of the Lord, Amen.

Song

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O come O come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Song

Here I Am to Worship

Light of the world
You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made
This heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You
So here I am to worship
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
And You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days
Oh so highly exalted
Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came
To the earth You created
All for love's sake became poor

So here I am to worship
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
And You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me
And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
Here I am to worship
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
And You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me
CCLI Song # 3266032

Prayer of the Day—All: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Message

Lisa Bassingthwaite

Song

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free
From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee
Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart
Born Thy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a King
Born to reign in us forever
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne
CCLI Song # 31999

Reading

[Jesus said:]

Luke 21:25-36

Alex Hendrickson

25

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
26
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming
27
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a
28
cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”
29
30
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can
31
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
32
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
33
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of
35
this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the
36
face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Message

Pastor Jake Dyrhaug

Song

Cornerstone
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name
(REPEAT)
Christ alone cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love
Through the storm He is Lord
Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil
He is Lord Lord of all
Christ alone cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love
Through the storm He is Lord
Lord of all

Offering
Song

Christmas Offering
Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star
While angels sang to lowly shepherds
Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar
Hoping to find the child from Heaven
Falling on their knees
They bowed before the humble Prince of Peace
I bring an offering of worship to my King
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing
Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due
Oh Lord I bring an offering to You
I bring an offering to You
CCLI Song # 7005509

Prayers of the People

As We Pray
O God, O God
O God, as we pray
CCLI Song # 6203353

The Lord’s Prayer—Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Benediction
Sending Song

O God You are my God
And I will ever praise You
O God You are my God
And I will ever praise You
I will seek You in the morning
And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will follow You all of my days
(Repeat)
CCLI Song # 696994

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Be the love.
A: Thanks be to God.
Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE License #721937-A. All rights reserved.

Step by Step

COME AS YOU ARE…
What does it mean when the pastor welcomes us to worship? It means Bethel
Lutheran Church family extends a special welcome to those who are single, married, or
divorced. It means we want to welcome the filthy rich as well as the dirt poor and all inbetween. We want to welcome those children who are crying or soon will be. It means
you are welcome if you can sing like an angel or plan to lip synch your way through
every hymn. You are welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up or just got
out of jail. We don’t care if you’re more Lutheran than Old Martin or haven’t been to
worship in who knows how long. We extend a special welcome to those who are over
60 but have not grown up yet as well as to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We
welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers,
vegetarians, and junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still
addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if
you don’t like “organized religion” because we’ve been there too. If you blew all your
offering money at the casino, you are welcome here. We offer a special welcome to
those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because
Grandma is in town and guilted you into going to worship. We welcome those who are
inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer
right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost in traffic and wound
up here by mistake. We follow a strange and wonderful Lord who welcomes everyone
so we at Bethel strive to do the same.
In other words…WE WELCOME YOU!



BE.THE.Love

Bethel Lutheran Mission Statement
Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living
relationship with Jesus Christ, build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and
deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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