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Bethel Lutheran Mission Statement

Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus
Christ, build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Dear Bethel friends,
For your summer time observance, I would like to offer this poem by Wendell Berry.
Might I suggest you find yourself; whether in real life or just in your imagination, in a
comfortable, outside, lovely place that fills your soul as you read:
The Peace of Wild Things by Wendell Berry
When despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.
Dear ones, welcome to the season where we rest. Where we celebrate. Where we gather
in nature, around bonfires, at backyard barbeques, on back decks and front porches.
Welcome to the season where we grow. As we reconnect with family and friends to learn
about how the year has shaped us. Welcome to the season where we catch up to ourselves.
What an incredible grace to have a time set aside for such ventures! What incredible gift
is the sunshine, the ice cream, the sunblock, the growing crops, and the flip flops. What
are you most thankful for this summer? Where do you see God’s mercy coaxing us into
new life and growth?
This summer I am looking forward to taking my sons camping. I am looking forward to
chasing them around our yard with bare toes. I am looking forward to reconnecting after
a days work over a bonfire with my husband. I have a growing pile of books to guide a
season of learning for me. I have, as always, a fantastic staff who will be planning
calendars and crafting curriculum for another upcoming season of programming.
And I am looking forward to our worship life together this summer. Won’t you join me?
We will meet together on Sundays at 9:00. What a great invitation to drop our worries
and rest in God’s grace.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Erika

INTERESTED
IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
If you or someone you know desire membership please contact:
Pastor Erika at ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
or call the church office at 642-4472.

CONTACT INFO:

Phone 642-4472

fax 642-2477

Ashley Petersen:
betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com
Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012 ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com Brian Finnie:
bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com
Pastor Jim:
701-403-3254 jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.comLisa Bassingthwaite: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com
Missy Klose
mklose@bethelwahpeton.com
Clare Byron:
cbyron@bethelwahpeton.com

Building Hours
7am-5pm Monday-Thursday
8am-12pm Friday
8am-1pm Sundays

http://bethelwahpeton.com
or
www.facebook.com/bethelwahpeton

NO BEACON IN JULY
Summer Office Schedule
Office closes at
noon on Fridays

SUMMER WORSHIP

9:00 am Sunday Mornings

I hope and pray that you will attend worship every week this summer – realizing
that we all need time for God each week to say thank you and we praise you; to
receive forgiveness and reconciliation, and to be inspired to continue to do the
work of Christ each week. We continue to place high importance on worship.
During the summer months, we change our worship schedule to only one
service per week: 9:00 am Sunday mornings (Memorial Day – Labor Day). We
cannot accommodate everyone’s preferences according to the time and type of
worship even though we would love to be able to do just that. May God bless your summer!

I wish to thank all who have ushered and will continue
ushering at the Sunday 9:00 service in the coming
months. We continue to need volunteers to help out
during this service. Please let me know if you wish to
usher at the Sunday 9:00 service. Thank you.
Linda Miller (701)899-3479
On Thursday, July 18, Bethel Lutheran Church Women
will be hosting a luncheon in the Hartmann Fellowship Hall to
honor our “Young at Heart Friends” who are 80 years of age or
older. A short program at 11:30 a.m. will precede the luncheon.
We do not want to overlook anyone so if you
know of someone who should receive an
invitation, please contact the church office at

(701) 642-4472 OR
Judy McDaniel at (701) 640-5920.

Bethel Music in the Park is scheduled for Wednesday,
July 10th in Chahinkapa Park from 7:30 – 8:30pm .

DAYTIME BOOK CLUB
We met on May 14 to discuss the book “Snow Falling on Cedars” by David Guterson.
It was liked by most of us. We will continue to meet during the
summer.
Our book picks for the remainder of the year:
June 11, Educated by Tara Westover. A stunning new
memoir about family, loss & the struggle for a better future.
July 9, Jane Austin Book Club by Karen Fowler. The author offers
a delightful read as she follows the lives of six book club members.
Literary entertainment at its best!
August 13, The Life We Bury by Allen Eskens. The debut mystery
thriller that explores various forms & levels of guilt while at the same
time, provides hope & redemption.
September 10, The Postmistress by Sarah Blake. Experience
WW II through the eyes of two very different women in this
captivating book.
October 8, The Girl Who Sang to the Buffalo by Kent Merburn. A
child, an elder, and the light from an ancient sky continues the
author’s quest to understand & honor Native Americans.
November 12, Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
This is Kingsolver’s seventh novel & a 2012 New York Times Best
seller. A discontented housewife living with her poor family in
Tennessee is on a hike when she discovers a valley behind their house
is covered in millions of Monarch butterflies. The news travels fast &
a university professor who studies the Monarch relays the message
that they are indicative of Global Climate change. This is one of Kingsolver’s most thrilling novels & represents contemporary American fiction at its best.
December 10, Christmas book of choice to share with the club.
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 10 a.m. in Bethel’s Library.
All our welcome to join us.

“Reading about nature is fine, but if a person walks in the woods &
listens carefully, he can learn more than what is in books, for they
speak with the voice of God.”
~George Washington Carver~

Summer greetings from the Stewardship Board. We hope you enjoyed your May Day baskets! Along with the sweet treats we placed a wallet size giving card in the bag. Please remember to
put this in your wallet so you have it with you during your summer travels. The online giving options
are helpful when you are unable to be in church. Each summer giving to the church slows down and
causes us to fall further behind in our budget. We hope these online giving options provide you opportunity to continue your giving to the church.

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Your gift, Your choice.
 Direct –
Cash or check donation into the plate or sent in, always welcome!
Envelopes –
Cash or check donation into the plate or sent in, always welcome!
Simply Giving Program –
Direct Deposit from your bank account, the date you desire, the amount you
desire, monthly.
(Forms found outside of the church office.)
Online (NEW!) Make a donation on our website:
www.bethelwahpeton.com
Text to Donate - (NEW!)
Make a donation to our number:
1) Text: 701-347-2698
2) Simply type ‘Fund’ in the message. A list of Bethel Funds will appear.
3) Simply text an amount [no dollar sign needed] and then text the fund afterwards
that you would like your donation to go.
4) Push send and follow the prompts to complete your donation!
Give+App (NEW!) –
Search “Give Plus Church” in your phone App store, download, and find
Bethel Lutheran Church by zip code 58075.

Be The Church
BE.THE.Love
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is
to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. Romans 12: 6-8
The Stewardship Board

Greetings from your Call Committee!
Our search for a Senior Pastor continues. While the profiles are slower to come in
for review than we had hoped they would be, we know God has a plan for Bethel
and when the time is right, and we are ready, our new Senior Pastor will apply.
If you know of a pastor who would like to be considered for our Senior Pastor
position, please feel free to offer their name to any one on the Call Committee so we
can pass their name on to our contact at the Synod office for consideration.
Please continue to keep the call committee members and all of Bethel in your
prayers as we continue down this path of finding the best possible Senior Pastor to
help lead us and guide us through our exciting, vibrant future.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Plummer – Chair
Brad Cruff – Recorder
Brenda Prochnow
Cade Mauch
Wanda Mauch
Alison Voss
Jay Townsend

Be.The.Love And Beyond
Hal Fisher, Executive Director

I am happy to announce that to date the BeTheLove and Beyond campaign has
raised $697,485 with 122 pledges. As a member of our church community, this
news makes me happy, excited, amazed, enthused, hopeful, and joyful. I feel those
same emotions as Executive Director, but beyond that I am extremely grateful.
Grateful to all who have prayerfully given to this campaign with their time, talents,
and treasures. For even though this is an impressive amount of dollars pledged, I am
just as impressed with the talent that has shown itself through the campaign process.
Members have come forward to serve in roles where even they possibly questioned
their capabilities. That’s what it means to think and act beyond your comfort zone.
That’s what it means to be an active vibrant part of the church.
This task of raising funds to maintain our church home and facilitate our mission has
brought us closer together as a church family, getting to know each other better and
focusing on a unified goal. Being involved and bringing us together is what makes
things happen and allows us to grow our faith.
After the positive vote to move forward with this campaign, I thought… and now the
work begins. Here we are today moving successfully through the pledge process
and I think… and now the work continues. We have a committee that will continue
to reach out to members and former members to provide all the opportunity to contribute to this campaign mission. This committee will also continue follow-up to
track the pledges to fruition. We must remember that giving to this campaign will be
open for a three year period concluding in April of 2022. It’s a process not an event.
Again, I say the work continues.
These precious funds raised will be used to make improvements in our church home
and mission as they were outlined in the case statement at the beginning of this
campaign. The exact direction of the building projects will be guided by the Sanctuary Revitalization committee, with consultation from YHR Partners LTD architectural firm, and the Board of Property. The final approval will come from a congregational vote as is required by our constitution for expenditures over $5,000.00.
Once again, I remind us all, this is a process not an event and the work continues.
The work of the church is never done and so we move forward working together,
building relationships, building faith, reaching out to each other within Bethel and
those beyond our church family.
Be the church, Be The Love, and Beyond for the sake of our mission; to invite in,
build up and send out. Our work most definitely continues together.
Hal Fisher

Vacation Bible School

Join us here at Bethel June 10-13 as Bethel partners up with Breckenridge Lutheran, Evergreen
United Methodist Wahpeton, and United Methodist
church Breckenridge.
Each evening we will do crafts,
games, songs, and Bible Discovery. Supper is provided 4:45
-5:20, 5:30-8:00 VBS
Preschool-5th grade this year
(2019)
If you are interested in helping
with VBS please let me know. I’m in need of
group leaders, station workers, and kitchen help.
Senior High 9th-12th
Join us for canoeing,
hiking, and fellowship
around the campfire at
Maplewood state park
July 14-16.
ELCA National Youth Gathering
National Youth Gathering it is time to get busy
planning and fundraising for the trip to Minneapolis
in 2021. Youth in grades 6th-10th are eligible to be a
part of this event. Parents you are encouraged to join
us! We will meet here at Bethel at 6:30 in the
centennial room on June 19! come learn about the
gathering.

Lisa’s summer Office Hours
Monday 8:00-5:00
Tuesday 8:00-5:00
Wednesday 8:00-5:00

Red Willow Bible Camp

Camp is a great way to learn about
your faith, to meet new friends, and
to have a great summer adventure!
We encourage all of you to consider
making a week at camp a part of
your summer plans. Red Willow has
many different offerings for a
variety of age groups and interests.
Financial assistance is available to
all kids of Bethel--$150.00 off
registration costs. Use code BLW19
when you register. Transportation
can be arranged. If you
have questions, talk to
Lisa or Pastor Erika!
Lisa will be attending
camp June 23-25.

Red Willow Ministries Annual Quilt raffle
tickets are for
sale in the church
office. Cost is $5
per ticket.

Bethel

In memory of Susan Caspers given by Ken & Erlys Skoog

The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource for any one person or group of people
that would like to give a memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran
Church. It is the committee’s responsibility to formulate a catalog of specific items, keep a record of all
memorials and to acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item or
honorarium
please contact committee members: Luther Sannes@642-5140; Bev McRoberts
@642-6745; Reeann Enderson@640-4230

REMINDER:

Bethel does not notify families of memorials given directly to the church.

These are the people known to have birthdays in
day

June.

If you have a birth-

June

in
and your name is not listed, we do not have your birthday in our
church records. Please contact the church office with your birth date so we may
have it for our

MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!
6/1 Brita Enderson
Rylan Flack
Ronald Sherven
Jacob Thiel
6/2 Charles Bellmore
Braden Berndt
Willard Stein
6/3 April Bakewell
Madison Krause
Paige Luebke
6/4 Chad Perdue
Vince Plummer
Dominik Vierstraete
Brian Vigen
6/5 Connor Higdem
Sibyl Jacklitch
6/6 Carter Hansen
Keith Johnson
Barbara Sannes
6/7 Sharon Trudell
6/8 Carol J Manock
6/10 Paula Bakken
Rick Jacobson
Pamela McFarland
Robert Oscarson
Doyle Thielman
6/11 Corey Haugen
Jerry Mandt
Jana Rugenstein
Charlotte Sims
Zachery Steffens
Justin Uhlich
6/12 Lynda Alfson
Gladys Bair
Lynn Bjore
Courtney Caranicas
Ashley Helland

6/13 Caleb Whaley
6/14 Mira Blanchard
Suzanne Pehl
LeRoy Rinnels
Dianne Skramstad
6/15 Janice Ellingson
Alecia Hasbargen
Andrew Pauly
Aerika Trappen
6/16 Dennis Broderick
Marlene Miller
John Reimer
6/17 Paul Lekang
Rikki Townsend
6/18 Cory Grandalen
Mariah Peterson
Steven Retzlaff
6/19 Gloria Dohman
6/20 Dana Kasowski
Shelly Meyer
Charlie Rick
KelLee Wixo
6/21 Paula Withuski
6/22 Kolby Bassingthwaite
Nicholas Bronson
Ryan Sheeley
6/23 Emily Hendrickson
Barbara Mohs
Richard Pehl
Cameron Riebe
6/24 Kobe Thimjon
6/25 Brenda Boll
Todd Good
Julie VanEps
6/27 Troy Ballinger
Harry Speidel

6/29 Kory Braun
Chad Hoaby
Ashleigh Hubrig
Sharon Jokumsen
Melissa Klose
Gregory Meide
Quincy Tschakert
6/30 Kathy Czichotzki
Bruce Miller
Coral Waskosky

These are the people known to have birthdays in

July

July.

If you have a birthday

in
and your name is not listed, we do not have your birthday in our
church records. Please contact the church office with your birth date so we may
have it for our
records.

MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!
7/1
7/2

James Moderow
Blaze Irwin
Brenda Korinek
Keith McFarland
Parker Steeves

7/3
7/4
7/5

Barry Hendrickson
Elisa Johnson
Emilee Bellmore
Karlie Klocke
Candace Silvernail
Daeshia Baker
Pamela Braun
Colten Johnson
Christopher Thiel
Isaac Stone
Wynne Hendrickson
Ivan Braun
Daniel Fatland
Michael McCall
Aaron Riebe
Beverly Bollinger
Emma Bontjes
Danika Gregor
Philip MacIver
Thomas Mansager
Shelley Tollefson
Craig Cory
Joshua Formaneck
Dean Johnson
Samantha Anderson
Jayden Blanchard
Erika Buller
Brianna Johnson
Clark Williams
Kevin Goltz
Norma Nosek

7/6

7/7
7/8
7/9

7/10

7/11

7/12

7/13

7/14 Susan Arnhalt
Joshua Darwin
Debby Flack
Samantha Holcomb
Joycelyn Johnson
Kevin Manock
Donna Marohl
7/15 Matthew Anderson
Gary Friskop
Jessica Hammer
Sandra Moderow
7/16 Jule Ballinger
Caiden Bernard
Rebecca DeVries
Joel Hoistad
Cooper Tollefson
Don Wald
7/17 Janet Farmen
Gabrielle Gebro
Anthony Klose
Erica Plummer
7/18 Karen Bakken
Dawn Pehl
7/19 Jack Dimmer
Arlo Kilber
Glen Tollefson
Norma Woodruff
7/20 Becca Schoneman
7/21 Paul Beech
Erick Carlson
Carolyn Dahlman
Laura Larson
Cora Lovdokken
7/22 Luke Anderson
Erica Rezac
7/23 Joe Pfaff
Payton Thimjon

7/24 Jason Hajek
ArieOnna Hoistad
Lindsay Miller
Paul Schoneman
7/25 Gail Grant
Tilford Kroshus
7/26 Sidney Gilbertson
Perry Miller
Ashley Pauly
Laurie Stiller
Keith Torgerson
Hazel Waskosky
7/27 Marie Casper
Michelle Eberhardt
Carmen Filbert
Blake Sherven
Alyssa Waskosky
7/28 Bryce (Buzz) Smith Jr.
Wanda Worrel
7/29 Dana Anderson
Xander Bernstein
Brian Hallquist
Elijah Hoaby
Robert Pausch
7/30 Larry Bontjes
Marlys Wefel
7/31 Austin Berger
Wanda Mauch
Stacey Steeves
Jared Swiontek
Jayms Tschakert

Worship VOLUNTEERS

If you are unable to serve on the assigned date and cannot find a replacement please call:
USHERS —Linda Miller -899-3479 COFFEE SERVERS—Carol Sturdevant -642-4355
READERS & COMMUNION ASSIST—Doug & Judy Peterson at 640-7010 Please notify the church office of the change at 642-4472.

9:00 am Service
June 2

June 9

June 16

June 23

June 30

Reader

Karen Nelson

Keath Borchert

Dale Peppel

Ione Muralt

Dee Jensen

Ushers

Geri Coyne;
Wayne Braaten;
Corrine
Romereim;
Linda
Miller

Josh & Janine
Berg; Sonja
Christensen

Jerry & Barb
Mohs; James &
Trudy
Jacobson

Jeff & Steph Beyer;
Bob & Ginny Buck

Karen Lutz;
Judy McDaniel

Communion
Assist

Sharon Kotnour;
Sonja
Christensen;
Luther Sannes

N/A

N/A

Missy Klose;
Judy Koppang

Sonja Christensen;
Norma Nosek

Coffee
Servers

Reader

Charlene Klute;
Vicki Trappen

N/A

Laurie Stiller; Geri
Coyne; Jane
Krump

Randall & Jean
Hoerer; Lois
Perkins

Diane Finnie;
Barry & Sue
Hendrickson

July 7

July 14

July 21

July 28

Bonnie MacIver

Wayne Braaten

Reeann Enderson

Gladys Bair

Ushers

Keath Borchert; Jeff &
Kathy Olson

Pat & Vicki Trappne; Charlene Clute

Communion
Assist

Glen & Reeann
Enderson; Barb Mobs

NA

Coffee
Servers

Sharon Kotnour; Cyndy
Gustafson

Reader

Terry & Suzanne Pehl; Ruth Larson;
Chuck & Ione Muralt Dee Jensen;
Carol Manock
Kathy Johnson; Dee
Jensen; Judy McDaniel

Joan Hardie; Floss Johnson

NA

Lynn & Jeannie Bjore; Holly Close;
Wayne Braaten
Janet Farmen

August 4

August 11

August 18

August 25

Diane Finnie

Luther Sannes

Cyndy Gustafson

Connie Foster

Ushers

Ryan & Stephanie Hoefs; Floss Johnson; Daryl
Kelly & Alison Voss
Eberhardt; Sandi Gilbertson

Communion
Assist

Chuck & Ione Muralt

Coffee Servers Doug & Judy Peterson;

Phil & Bonnie MacIver

NA
Bill & Gladys Bair; Jay &
Katie Erickson

Luther & Barb Sannes; Jay
& Katie Erickson

Dale Peppel; Neal Folstad;
Ralph Graalum

VonDaLee Grandalen;
Judy Fleck; Gladys Bair

NA

Chuck & Ione Muralt; Bob
& Jeri Oscarson

Linda Palmer; Terry & Suzanne
Pehl

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
May 14, 2019
CALL TO ORDER – Hal Fisher
Roll Call
Hal Fisher

X

Gail Beech Board of Lay

X

Art Grochow

X

Board of Property –Kelly Voss

X

Pat Pithey

X

Sandi Gilbertson
Erika Buller

X

Blake Peterson, Board of Outreach

X

Dana Kasowski Board of Education

X

Angie Cruff , Board of Stewardship

X

Guests:

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Pastor Erika – 2Corinthians – 12:9
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of April 9, 2019 Minutes: Motion by Art Grochow, Second by Angie Cruff (motion carried)
TREASURERS REPORT:
2018
Envelope offering:
Deficit:

August
$40,052.21
($30,625.09)

September
$39,778.58
($24,422.61)

October
$41,039.93
($9,517.40)

Checking acct balance:
2019
Envelope offering:
Deficit:

($27,892.21)

($21,689.73)

($6,874.82)

January
$36,498.48
($7,171.10)

February
33,928.50
($12,900.72)

Checking acct balance:

$1,710.47

($4,019.15)

March
$30,378.50
($28,732.36
)
($19,850.79
)

November
$31,087.00
($19,514.34
)
$13,218.54

December
$33,919
($23,851.31
)
$8,881.57

April
$39,179
($35,542.91
)

May

Treasurers report approval - Motion by Art Grochow, second by Dana Kasowski
OLD BUSINESS:
Call committee update
Jenn reported that they will be interviewing one candidate and are continuing with interest
Audit committee
Audit is complete and will be presented soon
Update on appeal/Blair Anderson
Pledges are at $675,555
Historic ties will be contacted

Information regarding the project can be sent out other than the Beacon and will be more promoted
Synod Assembly delegates
Hal Fisher
Diane Fisher
Lisa Bassingthwaite
Mike Bassingthwaite
NEW BUSINESS:
Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Angie Cruff
May Day baskets were prepared and given out
Board of Property: Kelly Voss
Postage meter update
Key fob – quotes for building
Cleaning out garage
Donation of a lending library that will be put up
South and West entries change from carpet to tile
Board of Education: Dana Kasowski
Good Friday they had VBS
Senior recognition day is planned
June 10-13 VBS will be held with other churches at Bethel

Board of Lay: Gail Beech
IPad was donated for Facebook live
Levi Prochnow is interested in working the soundboard
Summer worship will be at 9:00 with no Wednesday services since we are short staffed
Board of Outreach: Blake Peterson
Did not have a new member Sunday but did get new people
Facilitated the blood drive
Noisy offering to schools
July 10 – Popcorn, water and music in the park with our praise band

Board Reports – each board email minutes to bethel office to review prior to planning council meeting
Dates and notables:
Beacon articles are due week of May 20
Senior recognition – May 19
Last day of 9:00 and 11:00 services – May 19
Synod Assembly – June 8-9
Pastor Mark reception – August 4
Staff Planning day – August 15
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer

Erika will give spiritual Direction in May - Prayer and scripture reading
Next meeting June 11, 2019

