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Bethel Lutheran Mission Statement

Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus
Christ, build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Dear friends in Christ,
Every year I have the great privilege of interviewing ninth grade students right before
their confirmation day. Most of the time they are scared and nervous. Because pastors
are scary, especially me. I assure them we are just going to have a conversation. I read
their faith statement papers. And every time, I am filled with such gratitude for the work
of the Holy Spirit in these young people as I read their articulations about what their faith
means to them. I tell you what, if you want to have faith in the future of the church, listen
to your young people talk about their faith. Listen to them speak honestly about the stuff
they don’t quite have figured out yet. Listen to them struggle with real questions. Listen
to them assert what they have worked out so far about the Divine. It’s amazing. And
each year it is my favorite practice of the Easter season: I see new life and new possibility
in every conversation.
Here are just a couple of my favorites from this year:
“I also wish to be confirmed for God. Not because he wouldn’t love me if I didn’t, but because I want to learn more about God and why he died for us as he did.”
“His [Jesus’] resurrection means to me that his time wasn’t done yet. People still needed
to know the word of God and everything holy. Jesus just wasn’t finished spreading the
word.”
I have heard so many stories from older folks about what these last steps towards
confirmation looked like. You talk about public examinations of memory work, extensive
tests probing for right articulation of doctrine. You talk about how uncomfortable, how
you suffered, how terrible it was. And yet, if I were to ask you about what Luther said
about the 2nd article of the Creed, I doubt you might be able to pull that out of your
memory. It’s lost somewhere, swimming in the anxiety of having to remember it all.
Here’s the thing. Our culture has no shortage of information. We are drowning in information yet thirsty for wisdom. If I want to know what Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
says about the 2nd article of the Creed, it is a simple Google search away. Three clicks at
most. We don’t need to just give our students information; we need to give them a place
they belong. A safe place for them to be themselves. A person who cares enough to wrestle with big questions. A learning model which encourages the wisdom they are already
gaining, and the language to articulate it.
This is what makes confirmation Sunday one of my favorite of the whole year. It is what
makes teaching confirmation my favorite thing I get to do as a pastor. These students are
a gift to our congregation now and into God’s future.
This Easter, God is making all things new. And I see it in confirmation students. Make
plans to celebrate this moving Holy Spirit with them on May 5th at the 11:00 service.
Be Well,
Pastor Erika

INTERESTED
IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
If you or someone you know desire membership please contact:
Pastor Erika at ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
or call the church office at 642-4472.

CONTACT INFO:

Phone 642-4472

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012 ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
Pastor Jim:

701-403-3254

jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com

Building Hours
8am-5pm Monday-Thursday
8am-3pm Friday
7am-1pm Sundays

Summer Office Schedule
Begins Friday, June 7
Office closes at
noon on Fridays

fax 642-2477

Ashley Petersen:
betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com
Brian Finnie:
bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com
Lisa Bassingthwaite: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com
Missy Klose
mklose@bethelwahpeton.com
Clare Byron:
cbyron@bethelwahpeton.com

http://bethelwahpeton.com
or
www.facebook.com/bethelwahpeton

SUMMER WORSHIP
9:00 am Sunday Mornings

I hope and pray that you will attend worship every week this summer – realizing that we all need
time for God each week to say thank you and we praise you; to receive forgiveness and
reconciliation, and to be inspired to continue to do the work of Christ each week. We continue to
place high importance on worship. During the summer months, we change our worship schedule to
only one service per week: 9:00 am Sunday mornings (Memorial Day – Labor Day). We cannot
accommodate everyone’s preferences according to the time and type of worship even though we
would love to be able to do just that. May God bless your summer!

Do you know..? Bethel quilters make many warm and attractive
quilts and love to give them to people in need, both locally and far
away. Quilts are often given to nursing home residents, inbound, and
anyone in need. If you know of any place of need, please contact us at
642-6793.

Food Backpack Program
The Board of Outreach is looking for your help in acquiring food items for the Food Backpack
Program.
The Food Backpack Program is a program that sends food home on the weekends with students that
receive reduced or free meals at school and may not have food available to them at home on the
weekends.
A different item of food will be focused on each month that can be dropped off (in front of the office)
in a marked container.

May’s item is: Pudding Cups
Thank you for supporting this important outreach ministry!

Bethel Lutheran…“Thank You”. Thank you for the gift you have been, that
Bethel has been to me. Thank you to Pastor Erika, Pastor Jim, Lisa, Ashley,
Brian, Clare and Missy for your partnership in ministry and support over the
past seven months. Thank you to the multitude of exceptional congregational
leadership whose dedication to the work and mission of Bethel has been
amazing to witness and share. Thank you to Pastor David Astrup for inviting
me to partner with him in serving as an interim pastor at Bethel and for his
friendship, which I greatly treasure.
The Apostle Paul, writing to the congregation in Philippi, speaks well my
sentiments: “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in
the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ.” Philippians 1:3-6
It is my hope and prayer that God, who is faithful, will continue to raise up
and bless Bethel Congregation into the future just as God has so richly done
in the past.
Blessings,
Pastor Mark Asleson

Join us here at Bethel June 10-13 as Bethel partners
up with Breckenridge Lutheran, Evergreen United
Methodist Wahpeton, and United Methodist church
Breckenridge
Each evening we will do crafts, games, songs, and
Bible Discovery. Supper is provided
4:45-5:20
5:30-8:00 VBS
Preschool-5th grade this year (2019)
If you are interested in helping with
VBS please let me know. I’m in need
of group leaders, station
workers and kitchen help.
Senior Recognition
We will be honoring high school
graduates on Sunday, May 19. We
will have a special ceremony with
the graduates at the 9 am worship
service and the brunch will be held
following worship in the Hartman Fellowship Hall.
Please bring cap and gown to wear. Seniors will
gather in the Fellowship Hall at 8:40 am and will be
seated
together at the front of the church.
Please RSVP to Lisa with the number planning to
attend by Wednesday May 12. Lisa’s cell number
701-899-2060 or email
wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

Verona!
Remember how awesome your ninth-grade
confirmation retreat was? Ever wish you could do it
again? Here’s your chance! All 9th- 12th graders are
invited! May 27-28 we will be heading to Verona for
food, fun, and
fellowship! Please
let Lisa know if
you are interested
in going!

Lisa’s summer Office Hours
Monday 8:00-5:00
Tuesday 8:00-5:00
Wednesday 8:00-5:00

Thank you!
Each Wednesday it takes an
amazing crew of workers to keep
things running smoothly. Teachers:
16, music leaders:2, guide
leaders :17, hall monitors:2, worship
assistances :2, sound board:2,
photographer:1, office help/on call
subs:6 kitchen crew:17. Thank you
for spending your Wednesday
evenings with us! You make my job
so much easier!

Bible Camp!
Camp is a great way to learn about
your faith, to meet new friends,
and to have a great summer
adventure! We encourage all of
you to consider making a week at
camp a part of your summer plans.
Red Willow has many different offerings for a variety of age groups
and interests.
Financial assistance is available to
all kids of Bethel--$150.00 off
registration costs. Use
code BLW19 when you
register. Transportation
can be arranged. If you
have questions, talk to
Lisa or Pastor Erika!

DAYTIME BOOK CLUB
We met in March & April, 2019, to discuss the books, “Corridors of the Night”
by Anne Perry and “Hotel on the Corner of Bitter & Sweet” by Jamie Ford.
Both of these books were well liked and recommended.
Here is a listing of our book picks for the remainder of the year:
May 14, Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
A suspense filled masterpiece. San Pedro Island is haunted by
the memory of what happened to its Japanese residents during
their internment period in WWII.
June 11, Educated by Tara Westover. A stunning new
Memoir about family, loss & the struggle for a better future.
July 9, Jane Austin Book Club by Karen Fowler. The
author offers a delightful read as she follows the lives of six
book club members. Literary entertainment at its best!
August 13, The Life We Bury by Allen Eskens. The
debut mystery thriller that explores various forms & levels of
guilt while at the same time, provides hope & redemption.
September 10, The Postmistress by Sarah Blake. Experience
WW II through the eyes of two very different women in this
captivating book.
October 8, The Girl Who Sang to the Buffalo by Kent
Merburn. A child, an elder, and the light from an ancient sky
continues the author’s
quest to understand & honor Native
Americans.
November 12, Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
This is Kingsolver’s seventh novel & a 2012 New York Times
Best seller. A discontented housewife living with her poor
family in Tennessee is on a hike when she discovers a valley behind their house is covered in millions of Monarch butterflies. The
news travels fast & a university professor who studies the Monarch
relays the message that they are indicative of Global
Climate change. This is one of Kingsolver’s most thrilling novels
& represents contemporary American fiction at its best.
December 10, Christmas book of choice to share with the
club.
Our next meeting will be May 14 at 10 a.m. in Bethel’s Library. We always
meet the
2nd Tuesday of each month. All are welcome!

“There are perhaps no days of our childhood we lived so fully
as those we spent with a favorite book.”
~Marcel Proust~

Faith Tool Box
In memory of Ray Neuman given by Connie Foster
Bethel

In memory of Pastor Marvin Hartmann given by Stan & Marilyn Sirek
In memory of Don Oliger given by Stan & Marilyn Sirek
In memory of Curt Ask given by Stan & Marilyn Sirek

Building Fund
In memory of Harold Hoefs, brother of Jan Kilber, given by Don & JoAnn Tobin
Quilting

In memory of Gil Braaten given by Ruth Larson; Connie Foster

Endowment
In memory of Ray Neuman given by Perry & Denise Miller
Deficit

In memory of Gil Braaten given by Keath & Cindy Borchert

The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource for any one person or group of people
that would like to give a memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran
Church. It is the committee’s responsibility to formulate a catalog of specific items,
keep a record of all memorials and to acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item
or honorarium
please contact committee members: Luther Sannes@642-5140;
Bev McRoberts @642-6745; Reeann Enderson@640-4230

REMINDER:

Bethel does not notify families of memorials given directly to the church.

These are the people known to have birthdays in

May

May. If you have a birthday

in
and your name is not listed, we do not have your birthday in our
church records. Please contact the church office with your birth date so we may
have it for our records.

MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!
5/1 Deb Jacobson
Brad Tews
Lynn Thoe
5/2 Devry Klocke
Coleen Krohn
Ashlyn Tollefson
5/3 Jon Bernstein
Brooke Haugen
Maci Miller
Nicole Paulson
Zachariah Rick
5/4 Clayton Farmen
Jazzlyn Hasbargen
Kelli Karn (Tews)
Ione Manock
5/5 Breckin Anderson
Connie M Foster
Hattie Mauch
Bret Sheeley
Brandi Webinger
5/6 Krista Boock
Caleb Brejcha
Bob Rugenstein
Frances Werre
5/7 Daniel Czichotzki
Sara Vierstraete
5/8 Trudy Jacobson
Joe Keaveny
Lisa Keaveny
Douglas Peterson
5/9 Londa Darwin
Karen Lutz
Charles Shockley
5/10 John Bassingthwaite
Tammy Kruger
5/11 Barry Burchill
Robert Jokumsen
Julie Lambrecht
Willis Uhlich

5/12 Glen Engle
Anita Medenwaldt
5/13 Caleb Ballinger
Irva Sederstrom
5/14 Grayson Cory
Warren Retzlaff
Patty Stokes
5/15 Quinn Bassingthwaite
Sandra Bennett
Suzette Fitterer
JoAnn Tobin
Kaiden Wickoren
5/16 Bradley Bontjes
5/17 CeeCee Mauch
Todd Speidel
5/19 Gregory Bontjes
Joshua Facey
5/20 Mary Anderson
Brent Finnie
Cynthia Rugenstein
Carmen Tubbs
5/21 Emily Hagelstrom
Cindy Prochnow
5/22 Hal Fisher
Kathleen Johnson
5/23 Wyatt Neiber
Tyler Peterson
Patricia Teschner
Slater Zach
5/24 Mackenzie Gilbertson
Alexander Mund
5/25 Tari Birkelo
Jenna Burchill
Deborah Roesler
Kristie Smith
Brian Splichal
5/26 Julian Jambretz

5/27 Devaar Lowell Crandall
Darcy Meide
5/28 Roger Mund
Ruth Ostern
Kayla Rovig
5/29 Josh Pfaff
5/30 Angel Cookman
Jay Julson
Carol Morrison
Debra Tobias
5/31 Patrick Brejcha

Worship VOLUNTEERS

If you are unable to serve on the assigned date and cannot find a replacement please call:
USHERS —Linda Miller -899-3479 COFFEE SERVERS—Carol Sturdevant -642-4355
READERS & COMMUNION ASSIST—Doug & Judy Peterson at 640-7010 Please notify the church office of the change at 642-4472.

9:00 am Service
May 5
Reader

Connie Foster

Ushers

May 12

May 19

Ione Muralt

May 26

Gladys Bair

Wayne Braaten

Chuck & Ione Muralt; Sharon Kotnour; Ruth
Jerry & Judy Oren
Larson

Paul & Brigid
Langseth; Bill &
Gladys Bair

Janet Farmen; Dennis
& Von Da Lee
Grandalen

Communion
Assist

Glen & Reann
Enderson

N/A

Chuck & Ione Muralt

N/A

Coffee
Servers

Bill & Gladys Bair;
Phil & Bonnie
MacIver

Chuck & Ione Muralt;
Linda Palmer;

Bob & Jeri Oscarson; Doug & Judy
Terry & Suzanne Pehl Peterson; Jody Rezac

June 2

June 9

June 16

June 23

June 30

Reader

Karen Nelson

Keath Borchert

Dale Peppel

Ione Muralt

Dee Jensen

Ushers

Geri Coyne;
Floss Johnson;
Corrine
Romereim;
Linda
Miller

Josh & Janine
Berg; Sonja
Christensen

Jerry & Barb
Mohs; James &
Trudy
Jacobson

Jeff & Steph Beyer;
Bob & Ginny Buck

Karen Lutz;
Judy McDaniel

N/A

N/A

Missy Klose;
Judy Koppang

Sonja Christensen;
Norma Nosek

Communion
Assist

Coffee
Servers

Sharon Kotnour;
Sonja
Christensen;
Luther Sannes
Charlene Klute;
Vicki Trappen

N/A

Laurie Stiller; Geri
Coyne; Jane
Krump

Randall & Jean
Hoerer; Lois
Perkins

Cyndy Gustafson;
Barry & Sue Hendrickson

11:00 am Service
May 5
Confirmation

May 12

Reader

N/A

Kelly Carlson

Ushers

N/A

Abby Heitkamp; Kelly
Carlson

Communion
Assist

N/A

N/A

Coffee Servers

N/A

May 19

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
April 9, 2019
CALL TO ORDER – Hal Fisher
Roll Call
Hal Fisher

X

Art Grochow

Gail Beech Board of Lay

X

Board of Property –Kelly Voss

X

Pat Pithey

X

Pastor Mark

Sandi Gilbertson

X

Linda Johnson – Board of Stewardship

Erika Buller

X

Blake Peterson, Board of Outreach

X

Dana Kasowski Board of Education

X

Angie Cruff , Board of Stewardship

X

Guests:
X

Bryce Awender
Jeff Jelinek

X

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Pastor Erika – Mark 10 42:45 and prayer
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of March 12, 2019 Minutes: Motion by Gail Beech, Second by Kelly Voss (motion carried)
TREASURERS REPORT:
2018
Envelope offering:
Deficit:

August
$40,052.21
($30,625.09)

September
$39,778.58
($24,422.61)

October
$41,039.93
($9,517.40)

November
$31,087.00
($19,514.34
)
$13,218.54

December
$33,919
($23,851.31
)
$8,881.57

Checking acct bal- ($27,892.21) ($21,689.73) ($6,874.82)
ance:
2019
January
February
March
April
May
Envelope offering: $36,498.48
33,928.50
Deficit:
($7,171.10)
($12,900.72)
Checking acct bal- $1,710.47
($4,019.15)
ance:
Treasures report will be sent to the council via electronically and will move to next month’s business when
we have the numbers Motion by Blake Peterson, second by Dana Kasowski
OLD BUSINESS:
Call committee update
Jenn reported that they currently have two candidates that they are considering
One within the synod
One outside the synod
Two interviews set up for the end of April
Audit committee – update (not complete at this time)
Update on appeal/Blair Anderson
Mailings went out
So far pledges have reached $400,000
Prayer vigil April 10 and 11
Synod Assembly delegates
Hal Fisher

NEW BUSINESS:
Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Linda Johnson
Waiting for bold print to finish making the cards on different ways you can give
Smaller card printed with May day bags with candy
Board of Property: Kelly Voss
Postage meter sitting in the office not being used/ they are checking on the contract and the
maintenance fee – still have remaining funds – there was a service call and the postage has been
used that was on it
The roof on the West side was leaking as the snow was melting. We will talk to the architect
know when they are reviewing for the campaign.
Reviewing door locks and keys and doing some research on it.
Getting quotes on rekeying the church and creating a list/log of who has keys.
Who makes the decision who gets the keys
Looking at key fobs or having levels of keys
Board of Education: Dana Kasowski
Youth activities
Skiing
Laser tag
Gymnastics
Propose a change in the by-laws
Three sub committees change to two sub committees to youth and adult education
Pastor Erika is doing a book study
Giving $150 scholarships for students to go to Red Willow Bible Camp (hoping for 20 to go) promoted by the Red Will camp coming here, book marks and possible mailing
$100 are given to camps other than Red Willow
Board of Lay: Gail Beech
Sound board operators
Has some kids in mind for training (Lisa)
Decorating for Easter should be simple
Looking at buying an i-pad to record the services and Facebook live the services – have a donated
ipad and need a stand and someone to tap the screen to live the service – giving for stewardship
part of the live stream
Also promote church by having people check in that they are at church
Discussed summer worship
Staff appreciation is coming up this month

Board of Outreach: Blake Peterson
Facilitate the blood drive on April 15, 2019
New member Sunday April 28, 2019
Noisy offering for April and May will go to the Wahpeton Public Schools for lunch/milk (Angel
Funds)
Board Reports – each board email minutes to bethel office to review prior to planning council
meeting
Other
Pastor Mark is done after Easter.
What is our plan moving forward:
Pulpit supply
Interim (two month term is short not knowing where we will be for call committee)
Will need a plan for August
Dates and notables:
Beacon articles are due week of April 20
Concert of Prayer – April 10-11
Blood drive – April 15
Maundy Thursday – April 18
First communion – April 18
Good Friday – April 19
Good Friday - Day Camp – April 19
Easter – April 21 – 7:00 – 9:00 and 11:00
New Member Sunday – April 28
Last day of Wednesday school – May 1
Gratitude dinner – May 2
Confirmation – May 5
Synod Assembly – June 8-9
Spiritual Direction will be given in May by: Prayer and scripture reading by Erika

