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Bethel Lutheran Mission Statement

Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus
Christ, build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

2018

"Come, O Come, Emmanuel"
It’s just about Christmas! Only "day to go and there is more to do; presents to buy,
decorations to hang and gatherings to prepare for. So, what about you? As you
prepare again for this season what do you expect, what to wait for, long for?
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It is evident from the advertisements and media that many are expecting to not only
give but also receive. Children and others wait for gifts under the tree. Many
anticipate time with family and friends gathered for comfort food and pleasant
conversation.
But Christmas IS about more, right? It is about more than 'getting' or ‘giving’ or
even 'getting ready'. Christians have long prepared for the season of Christmas by
beginning with Advent, the first season of the church year. There are a host of
beloved Christmas hymns, but the best-known Advent hymn is: "O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel."
Emmanuel means "God with us" and is more than a hymn it is a proclamation of
what Christians believe.

The celebration of Christmas, the celebration of a wondrous star and Angel’s
chorus, of fearful shepherds and regal Wisemen is really a celebration of
Emmanuel, God with us! The mystery and wonder of that first Christmas reminds
us again and again that we have a God who is with us, not a god who is 'out there
somewhere.'
This IS Christmas, the celebration of God with us, Emmanuel! In all our planning,
in all that we do during this wondrous and special season, complete your joy by
expecting more than trees, food, gifts and decorations instead as we move into a
new year live expectantly for the presence of God in our lives, the presence of God
who is with us, of a Savior, who is Jesus, Christ the Lord, Emmanuel!
A Blessed Christmas to you and yours,
Interim Pastor Mark Asleson

SOME THOUGHTS
It has now been two months since Pastor Mark and I have been serving
as interim pastors at Bethel. It’s a joy to become acquainted with a
number of the members of the congregation, including the staff and the
leadership of the congregation. The process for us is one of discovery
as we have opportunity to interact with members in informal
conversations, small groups, and in worship.
In the years I have served in ministry I have been amazed at how each
congregation takes on a personality of its own. Many of the church
rhymes, patterns, and practices are similar in most congregations, but
yet each congregation maintains a distinctive personality.
This personality is at the heart of each faith community and is vested in
the gifts and talents of each member of the congregation. One of the
joys and responsibilities of the leadership of a church is to help its
members discover their God given talents and use them in defining the
mission of a congregation.
The Apostle Paul was keenly aware of this when he wrote to the
congregation at Corinth “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord, and there
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone.”
In the last month as a congregation you have begun the process of calling a lead pastor. That’s an exciting time for the church as it reviews its
mission, membership, and leadership, and seeks to call a pastor who is
a good fit with the personality and mission of Bethel.
I hope all the members of Bethel will keep the call Committee in their
prayers during this call process, as well as the leadership of the
congregation as it moves into the future.
A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Pastor Dave

For Your Information. . .

The financial books for 2018 will be closed Thursday, December
27, 2018. Any gifts received after that time will be credited to 2019. Should you desire to give a year end
gift of stock, please contact Clare Byron (financial secretary) to facilitate that transaction.
To complete that transaction before year end, we ask that you contact Clare in early December.

Attention parents/
guardians/grandparents
of small children:
Wednesday nights 5:30-6:30 pm
in the Gisvold lounge.
If the kids have class, there will be Parent's Time.
EVERYONE WELCOME!!

Nursery staff will be available to care and
love your children while you participate
in worship, Wednesday School, choir,
coffee hour, Whole Family Sunday School,
Confirmation, Adult Education, etc.
Please take advantage of this service.

JOIN US! Wednesday nights

for fun, fellowship, coffee and treats
while the kids are at Wednesday School

Hours: Sundays: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Wednesdays: 5:00 – 7:30 pm

Don't miss out!

INTERESTED
IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
If you or someone you know desire membership please contact:
or
Pastor Erika at ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
or call the church office at 642-4472.

CONTACT INFO:

Phone 642-4472

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012 ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
Pastor Jim:

701-403-3254

jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com

Building Hours
8am-5pm Monday-Thursday
8am-3pm Friday
8am-1pm Sundays

fax 642-2477

Ashley Petersen:
betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com
Brian Finnie:
bfinnie@bethelwahpeton.com
Lisa Bassingthwaite: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com
Missy Klose
mklose@bethelwahpeton.com
Clare Byron:
cbyron@bethelwahpeton.com

http://bethelwahpeton.com
or
www.facebook.com/bethelwahpeton

The Stewardship Committee would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

This message is from last years Contemplating Stewardship:
"Then Mary said, 'Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.' Then the angel departed from her." -Luke 1:38
Stewardship of faith begins with trust. Mary could only trust that God would
not abandon her as she faced impossible odds. Yet, even though she was faced
with certain death she chose to believe in God rather than be control by
fear. Would you live differently if you chose trusting God over fear? Stewardship of faith begins with trusting God and recognizing that everything you have
belongs to God. Only then will you find the courage to say I am your servant
Lord.
You are the Church - We are the Church - Be the Church - BE.THE.Love

Food Backpack Program
The Board of Outreach is looking for your help in acquiring food items for the Food Backpack Program.
The Food Backpack Program is a program that sends food home on the weekends with students that
receive reduced or free meals at school and may not have food available to them at home on the weekends.
A different item of food will be focused on each month that can be dropped off in front of the office in a marked
container.

DECEMBER’S item is:

Individual microwave oatmeal packets
Thank you for supporting this important outreach ministry!

2019 Offering Envelopes

Will be available in the church office beginning December 16. If you don’t find a box
with your name on it, and would like some envelopes, please call Clare Byron
(642-8050) or the church office (642-4472).

Thank you so very much for all the cards,
memorials, and words of comfort during this
difficult time of losing my sister, Pat.
Bethel is, and always will be, the best
support system for all of us.
Love from Cyndy and Pr. Jim

Dear Bethel Congregation,
We would like to provide you with an update on the call committee process. The call committee so far has had three very productive meetings. We have found the process to be intriguing
and exciting at the same time. We are putting the final touches on the Ministry Site Profile
(basically our church resume) and will submit that soon. Once the profile is submitted then potential candidates can apply for the position open. According to the Eastern North Dakota Synod, nominations for candidates to fill a pastorate may come from three sources:
1. Pastors may express interest in a congregation.
2. The synod office may present pastors for congregational deliberation.
3. A congregation’s members may identify pastor(s) they feel might meet their needs.
Item #3 above is your opportunity as a congregation to submit a name of a pastor if you feel
they might meet the needs of Bethel. Please contact a member of the call committee if you
have a name to submit. Several factors will also be considered before a pastor will be ultimately presented to the call committee. This information can be found on the Eastern North Dakota
Synod website under “resources” and then under “pastoral candidate nomination form.”
We ask for continued prayers throughout this process. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to a
call committee member with any questions. God bless.
Jenn Plummer, Chairperson
Brad Cruff, Secretary
Brenda Prochnow
Alison Voss
Wanda Mauch
Jay Townsend
Cade Mauch
Call Committee Update:
The Call Committee is in the early stages of the process but we are moving along at a steady
pace. We have completed the necessary paperwork and the process of calling our new Senior
Pastor is underway. Please keep the committee members and Bethel in your prayers as we
continue down this path.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Plummer - Chair
Brad Cruff - Recorder
Brenda Prochnow
Cade Mauch
Wanda Mauch
Alison Voss
Jay Townsend

ADULT EDUCATION COMING IN 2019 YOU DON’T WANT
TO MISS THIS!!

Christmas Program is
December 16th @ 4:30pm
*Pot-luck supper to follow*

Advent Fair
Wednesday, December 19
Supper: 5:00pm (Free Pizza)
5:30-6:00pm Advent Fair
Join us for book fair, holiday shop, live
nativity, crafts games, prizes and more!
* Donation sign up sheet outside the church office*

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 pm
*Office will be closed December 24 & 25*

Come and Worship!

DAYTIME BOOK CLUB
The Daytime Book Club met on November 13, 2018, to discuss the
book “The Gentleman In Moscow” by Amor Towles. Most of us were not
intrigued by the book but you need to like Russian history. Some areas were
fun to read and the author was amazing as he told the story; weaving the
story to the end in a mysterious way.
Books we are reading for the upcoming months:
December 11
Christmas book of choice to share with the group
January 8, 2019 Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner
A beautiful scarf connects two women touched by tragedy
in this compelling, emotional novel. The years are Sept., 1911 &
Sept., 2011.
February 12, 2019 The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes
Inspired by true events this brilliant novel weaves a tale of
two women determined to do the right thing & to find the
power of our own stories.
March 12, 2019 A Silent Cry by Anne Perry
Deep in London’s dangerous slums, Victorians transact their
most secret & shameful business.
Our next meeting will be on December 11 at 9 a.m. at the Fry’n Pan for
breakfast. We will share our own chosen Christmas book. Normally we meet
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. in the church library. Please think
about joining us in 2019. All are welcome!

“In the end, we’ll all become stories.”
~Margaret Atwood~

Please get your Wednesday school and or confirmation
registrations in as soon as possible! Registrations are
available outside the main office They are also available
on the Bethel website.

Lisa’s Office Hours
Monday 8:30-5:00
Tuesday 8:30-5:00
Wednesday 8:30-7:30
Thursday 8:30-3:00

You’re invited to our Christmas
Program.
“The Gifts of Christmas”
Sunday, December 16
4:30pm in the sanctuary
Please join us after the program for a
pot luck dinner in the fellowship hall..

Advent Fair Wednesday, December 19
Free Pizza 5:30-6:00pm
Crafts & games 5:30-6:30pm
Live Nativity 5:40, 6:00, & 6:20pm
Christmas Shop will be open 5:00-6:00pm
Everything is priced under $5.00
Profits from the Christmas Shop will benefit the youth.
New this year!
Book Fair
Books available for preschool to adult
The profits from the book fair will be used to buy books
for the children's library.

Senior High Youth (grades 10-12)
Remember how awesome your ninth grade
confirmation retreat was? Ever wish you could do
it again? Here’s your chance! Lisa and Pastor
Erika need to test-drive a new retreat for our
ninth grade students. New movies, new activities, thoughtful discussion, food and fun, lock-in
style to be held at Bethel on January 2-3. Please
RSVP to Lisa by December 23rd.

3rd Grade Bible Class! The 3rd
graders will not have regular
Wednesday school January 9, and
16. You will need to attend Bible
introduction class with them.
Classes will be held at
5:30 in the Centennial
room.

The Wednesday
school store is
in need of
donations! The
kids love
non-caffeinated
pop, juice, snack size chips
and crackers, and candy!

Faith Tool box
In memory of Joel Kotschevar, son of Inez Lunde, given by Sonja Christensen, Deb Roesler
In honor of Madeline Miller’s 90th Birthday given by Bev McRoberts
Quilting
In memory of Pearl Lee, former member, given by Neal & Phyllis Folstad
In memory of Duane Lunde given by Family & Friends
In memory of Joel Kotschevar, son of Inez Lunde, given by Family & Friends

Organ Fund
In memory of Pat Holderman, sister of Cyndy Gustafson, given by Clare Byron
In memory of Joel Kotschevar given by Family & Friends
Bethel

In memory of Pearl Lee given by Terry & Carol Sturdevant
In memory of Donna Hanson, sister of Lois Perkins, given by Barry & Sue Hendrickson

`

In memory of Pat Holderman, sister of Cyndy Gustafson, given by Barry & Sue Hendrickson, Doug & Judy Peterson

Building

Choir
Library
Youth
BLCW

In honor of Madeline Miller’s 90th Birthday given by Chuck & Ione Muralt
In memory of Pat Holderman given by Linda Miller

In memory of Pat Holderman given by Paul & Char Oehlke
In memory of Esther Gorden given by Clare Byron
In memory of Dick Engen given by Don & JoAnn Tobin
In memory of Cathy Larson given by Hal & Diane Fisher

The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource for any one person or group of people that
would like to give a memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran Church. It is
the committee’s
responsibility to formulate a catalog of specific items, keep a record of
all memorials and to acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item or honorarium
please contact committee members: Luther Sannes@642-5140; Bev McRoberts @ 640-8876Reeann Enderson@640-4230
Thanks to the members of Bethel for your continued support.

REMINDER:

Bethel does not notify families of memorials given directly to the church.

BeFriender Ministry:
Everyone is, at times, on a difficult journey and needs a caring companion to listen without judgment
and provide support. That, in a nutshell, is what BeFriender Ministry is all about. Bethel has trained
members of our congregation who are ready and willing to provide a listening ear to anyone in need.
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A BEFRIENDER VISIT YOU,
CONTACT PASTOR JIM AT 642-4472 or jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com

These are the people known to have birthdays in

December

December. If you have a

birthday in
and your name is not listed, we do not have your
birthday in our church records. Please contact the church office with your birth date
so we may have it for our records.

MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!
12/1 Carson Bassingthwaite
Zachery Bellmore
Kailee Bernstein
Aiden Bontjes
Bonnie MacIver
Alexis Moderow
12/2 Remington (Remi) Dammann
Adonica Good
Judith McDaniel
Draisey Wilson
Darin Zaun
12/3 Richard Still
Yoshiko Tollefson
12/4 Tracy Burchill
Inez Eckre
Robert Hoffert
Rhonda Thiel
12/5 Ella Edenborg
Jackie Munter
Tucker Rezac
John Richman
12/6 Zachary Gunnarson
Buffy Holbrook
McKenzie Spiekermeier
12/7 Larissa Gilbertson
Geraldine Oscarson
Darin Prochnow
Alan Redman
12/8 Jacob Arnhalt
Kay Berger
Holly Close
Kimberly Crandall
Samantha Munter
12/9 Angela Cruff
Ashley Mitchell
12/10 Rick Fatland
Drew Goltz
Jacob Hoefs
JoAnn Klein
Nicholas Prchal

12/11 Charlene Clute
Jody Friskop
Amy Schulz
12/12 Kennedy Beto

12/23 Lynn Sabbe
12/25 Barry Bowar
Kathryn Hoaby
Florene Johnson

Courtney Dimmer
Joseph Olson
12/13 Jason Stone
12/14 Michelle Meyer
Molly Nettum
12/15 Preslee Adolf
Mary Ann Loock
Erin Palmer
Kaitlyn Prochnow
12/16 Isaac Anderson
Payton Kahler
Terry Pehl
John Richels
Luther Sannes
12/17 Bailee Gregor
Macy Kraft
Bailee Mohs
12/18 Suzanne Hagelstrom
Nicholas Johnson
Jaylyn Romereim
12/19 Gary Bair
Ashley Berndt
12/20 Megan Brejcha
12/21 Melissa Gedrose
Aiden Hajek
Matt Prchal
12/22 Virgil Alfson
Alexis Bell
Brianna Bell
Carlie Bell
Joan Hardie
Lynnette Rovig

12/26 Leslie Bredeson
Steven Krause
12/27 Noel Groneberg
12/28 Trudi Bellmore
12/29 Jane Krump
Brett Lambrecht
12/30 Jeff Beyer
Donna Schumacher
12/31 Gina Anderson

Worship VOLUNTEERS
If you are unable to serve on the assigned date and cannot find a replacement please call:
USHERS —Linda Miller -899-3479 COFFEE SERVERS—Carol Sturdevant -642-4355
READERS & COMMUNION ASSIST—Doug & Judy Peterson at 640-7010 Please notify the church office of the change at 642-4472.

9:00 am Service
December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23

Reader

Jeff Hage

Connie Foster

Keath Borchert

Wayne Braaten

Ushers

Floss Johnson; Linda Johnson;
Dee Jensen; Deb Loberg

Marilyn Anderson; Janet
Farmen; Sandi Gilbertson

Bill & Gladys Bair; Jeff &
Steph Beyer

Ryan & Steph Hoefs; Linda
Miller; Paul Schoneman

Luther & Barb Sannes

N/A

Darlene Schuler; Judy Oren

N/A

Jay & Katie Erickson; Janet
Farmen

Duane & Diane Finnie; Lois
Perkins

Henry & MaryAnn Loock;
Gene & Marlyce Kemmett

Cyndy Gustafson;
Judy Koppang

Communion
Assist
Coffee Servers

CHRISTMAS EVE
Reader

4:00

6:00

10:00

December 30

Dee Jensen

Keath Borchert

Hal Fisher

Reeann Enderson

Ushers

Dennis & Von Da Lee
Grandalen; Josh & Janine Berg

Communion
Assist

Corrine Romereim; Marcia Terry & Suzanne Pehl; Blake &
Pederson; Kathy Johnson;
Tracy Peterson;
Vicki Trappen; Brad &
Barry Hendrickson;
Paula Bakken, Diane Finnie
Floss Johnson; Geri Coyne

N/A

Pam & Rick Hendrickson

Coffee Servers

Barry & Sue Hendrickson;
Missy Klose

January 6

January 13

January 20

January 27

Reader

Sandi Gilbertson

Katie Erickson

Jean Hoerer

Jane Krump

Ushers

Sonja Christenson; Geri
Coyne; Jerry & Barb Mohs

Corrine Romeriem;
Linda Miller

Communion Judy Fleck; Cyndy Gustafson
Assist
Coffee
Servers

Phil & Bonnie MacIver;
Randy & Jean Hoerer

Jeff & Kathy Olson; Luther Pat & Vickie Trappen;
& Barb Sannes
Charlene Clute

N/A

Sonja Christensen;
Barb Mohs

N/A

Norma Nosek; Linda
Palmer

Terry & Suzanne Pehl,
Doug & Judy Peterson

Jody Rezac; Bev
McRoberts

11:00 am Service
December 2

December 9

December 16

Reader

Art Grochow

Alison Voss

Emily Hendrickson

Ushers

Barb & Jerry Mohs

Abby Heitkamp &
Kelly Carlson

Aaron Riebe & Shelia Dolan &
girls

Rick & Deb Jacobson
Linda Miller-Runner

N/A

Joyce Johnson & Pam
Hendrickson

Steph Beyer

Amanda Lunsetter

Julie Rosenberg

Communion
Assist
Coffee Servers

January 6
Reader

January 13

January 20

January 27

Carmen Tischer

Ushers
Communion
Assist
Coffee
Servers

Bob & Ginny Buck

N/A

N/A

Please find the sign
up sheet to help in
the back of the
church.

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MEETING

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
November 13, 2018
CALL TO ORDER – Hal Fisher 6:30 PM
Roll Call
Hal Fisher

X

Jenn Plummer Board of Lay

X

Art Grochow

A

Jeff Beyer Board of Property

X

Pat Pithey

X

Sandi Gilbertson

X

Erika Buller

X

Blake Peterson, Board of Outreach

X

Cyndy Gustafson Board of Education

X

Angie Cruff , Board of Stewardship

X

Guests:

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – What we are thankful for and a prayer from Pastor Erika
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of October 10, 2018 Minutes: Motion by Cyndy Gustafson, Second by Blake Peterson (motion
carried)
TREASURERS REPORT:
August
September October
Envelope offering:
$40,052.21
$39,778.58
$41,039.93
Deficit:
($30,625.09) ($24,422.61)
($9,517.40)
Checking acct balance:
($27,892.21) ($21,689.73)
($6,874.82)
Benevolences were paid.
Motion by Pat Pithey, approve as presented; Second by Jenn Plummer to move to audit committee (motion
carried)
OLD BUSINESS:
Pot Luck with a purpose – move to the spring. – Forum to brainstorming around ongoing mission. Who we
are and why we are. How did we get here/where did we come from? Will it be Board of outreach or Board
of Stewardship working on the planning for this?
Update on the custodial/security position
Dylan Wolfgram began last Wednesday. November 5, 2018. Security would be separate with NDSCS
providing those services. September 1 through May with the security piece.
Char met with the call committee Monday, Tuesday 12, 2018. Jenn was named as Chairperson for the call
committee. Brad Cruff is the secretary. The ministry site profile will be formatted and submitted for the
website this week. They will meet again December 3 to prepare questions. Is there a budget for this? We

We will add a call committee line item (Ie. $3000-$5000). We will work on building this into the
budget for 2019.
Budgets are due November 15. Turn budgets in to Ashley in a spreadsheet format.
Turn in annual reports to Ashley by December 20, 2018.

NEW BUSINESS:
Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Angie Cruff
The stewardship campaign is complete.
Check on time and talent and commitment cards coming in.
Board of Property: Jeff Beyer
No minutes turned in. An oven has been replaced. Most of the focus for the board was on the upcoming vote for the capital campaign.
Board of Education: Cyndy Gustafson
Treasurer’s report – spent the $4000 from Agnes Kragness The budgeted balance is down to about
$500. For last four years the budget has decreased so they are proposing an increase in the budget
by $1500.
Wednesday school is at 87 students and 90 students in confirmation.
Christmas Program December 16 at 4:30 with a potluck to follow
Advent fair is December 19
Looking for chaperone guidelines – Ie. when we go to Valley Scare (background check, travel,
with married couples can they drive their family)
Board of Lay: Jenn Plummer
Confirmed Christmas Eve services and talked about decorating for Christmas
Board of Outreach: Blake Peterson
New member Sunday was last Sunday the 11th. There was a potluck held for that. The 2019 budget was turned in. Contributed $500 for the Day of Hope.
Didn’t meet last month
New member Sunday - November 11
Need to get list to Art Grochow who is going to be on their boards and who will continue on the
board by December 10.

We are moving forward with the capital campaign.
We approached the endowment board ($38,000 at 4% interest with quarterly interest back), Bell
Bank (up to $50,000 prime plus .5), and a possible member loan ($30,000 at 2% interest) to finance the consultant and the architect up front.
Sandi Gilbertson moved to utilize the member loan, secondary utilize the endowment board offer and finally use the line of credit if needed. Seconded by Jeff Beyer. Motion carried unanimously
Planning committee suggestions for the appeal executive team can be sent to Hal Fisher as soon
as possible.
Plan for audit committee to begin in January.
Board Reports – each board email minutes to bethel office to review prior to planning council
meeting
Beacon articles are due week of November 20 (Nov 19)
Office closed 22nd and 23rd of Thanksgiving
Ecumenical service – November 18 at St. John’s
Christmas Cantata - December 16 at both services
Wednesday school program 16 at 4:30
Christmas Eve services - 4:00, 6:00 and 10:00
Spiritual Direction will be given in December by: Jeff Beyer
Next meeting Thursday December 6, 2018 at 6:30

