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Bethel Lutheran Mission Statement

Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus
Christ, build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Dear friends in Christ,
Last month, I yielded the typical Beacon pastor article to our head custodian, Brian
Finnie, to pen some of his thoughts about change and our current season at Bethel. (If
you missed it, look it up, it was pretty fantastic!) It’s got me thinking; what season are we
in at Bethel?
The changing leaves say it’s autumn. The revving combines say it’s harvest season. The
blaring Sunday televisions say it’s football season. The green colors on our altar tell us it’s
Ordinary Time. But what season are we in at Bethel? What season is your faith in? Are
you blooming with new life and resurrection hope, like in spring? Are you growing and
greening, like in summer? Are you learning to let go of what has past, like in
autumn? Are you resting and waiting for brighter days, like in winter? The natural world
reminds us there is no one way to be, and all of life needs change cycles.
And that includes cycles of change in the life of gathered communities as well. Like
churches. Like Bethel. We cannot bloom in every season. Yet life continues resilient
through each and every one. The last few months for me as your associate pastor have
been a season of much waiting and listening. I’ve been praying a lot about how I can best
pastor and lead. I’ve been listening for the Holy Spirit’s nudge. Here’s what I have
heard—I am feeling particularly called to walk with Bethel through this in-between
season. I miss Pastor Jule’, she is my dear friend and it was truly my joy to serve with
her. And with her absence, I have been holding the fort for awhile. I have been preaching
more than I ever have in my career. I have been leading the staff in the work of daily
ministry. I have been prepping for programming to begin again. It’s been challenging and
rewarding work. And work that I feel both called to do and equipped to take up.
And I have help coming. Starting this month, Bethel will begin a partnership with a team
of interims: Pastor David Astrup and Pastor Mark Asleson. They are retired and they take
on interims occasionally. The team approach is one the synod is recommending for us
given our large size and their desire to remain active but also, retired. They are wise men
of God who are feeling called to walk with us through this in-between time. They will be
aiding in planning and leading worship. They will preach and teach. And they will be
rotating weeks of being “on” here during the week. This means, I will continue to “hold
the fort” as I have been doing in leading the staff and through day-to-day administration.
We are working out how this will best work for Bethel, for your devoted staff, and your
called clergy members. I appreciate your patience through this process and relish your
flexibility.

I keep getting asked how I am doing. Which is a natural question: Bethel is a big and
growing place and there is plenty of pastoral work to be done. So here is my most
honest answer. I am so grateful for our partnership in the gospel. I am so glad to be
working beside so many capable, gifted leaders of this church. I am confident God has
called us to a bold, beautiful future. I am excited to discover it together.
Keep the faith, dear ones. God is here: in our season of in-between. And God is also
where we’re going. Let’s get there together.
In God’s grace,
Pastor Erika

Pastor Mark Asleson
I recently retired from full– time pastoral ministry after 38 years. My
wife Sandy and I live in Moorhead, MN. Sandy is a retired
Kindergarten Teacher. We have three adult children and five
grandchildren. I grew up in Ulen, MN and graduated from
Ulen-Hitterdal High School. Following High School I attended
college and graduated from Minnesota State University Moorhead.
After college I worked for Northwest Orient Airlines before attending
Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA. I interned in Worth,
IL, a suburb of Chicago and was ordained in 1979. my first Call was
to serve as a Pastor at Mansfield and Lime Creek Lutheran Churches near Alden, MN from
1979-1983. I was then called to serve as the Associate pastor at Pontoppidan Lutheran Church
in Fargo, ND from 1983-1986. My 3rd call was Pastor to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in
Barnesville, MN from 1986-1995. My last call before retirement was to serve as Senior Pastor
at Dilworth Lutheran Church in Dilworth, MN from 1996-2017.
I have volunteered in a number of ways within the communities where I have lived serving as
chaplain for Fire Departments, law enforcement and chemical dependency programs. In
addition I have served on the synod’s BridgeBuilder’s team working with congregations in
conflict and on the Candidacy Committee working with those preparing for rostered ministry.
I have led workshops on Milestone Ministry and multi-generational ministry for
congregations. I have a passion for teaching, preaching and leading worship. I believe that
faith is a gift lived out in our daily life encouraged and blessed by God through the faith of
others, for where two or three are gather in His name there is Christ in our midst.

Pastor David Astrup
Born May 18, 1946 I grew up in Max and Velva, North Dakota;
Levittown, Long Island, New York; and Northwood, North Dakota. I
am a 1968 graduate of Concordia College, Moorhead. Following
college graduation I taught one year in the junior high and high
school in Norwood-Young America, MN. In the summer of 1969 I
enrolled at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Following graduation I
served my first call for threes years at Hope Lutheran, Santa Clara,
CA; 6 years serving Trinity Lutheran in Harington and Trinity
Lutheran in Crofton, NE; 16 years at Our Savior’s in East Grand
Forks, MN and 16 years at First Lutheran in Mitchell, SD.
My wife, Pat, is a retired Kindergarten teacher and we have three sons and 5 grandchildren
(3 grandsons and 2 granddaughters). Our oldest, Scott and family live in Auburn, WA; Aaron
and family live in Moorhead, MN; and Jason and family live in Normandy Park, WA.
My wife and I enjoy traveling , which has included visits to our two sons and families in
Washington each year as well as other travel destinations. Along with travel, hobbies include
lawn care, reading, walking and volunteering.
Since retirement I have had the opportunity to serve in six interim pastoral ministries, three of
which were in partnership with another pastor. I look forward to joining the ministry team at
Bethel as an interim pastor along with Pastor Mark Asleson.

Congregation Meeting
To all members of Bethel Lutheran, please plan to attend a special
congregational meeting to be held between services on Sunday, October
28.
This meeting is being held to vote on approval of hiring an external
consultant to manage our campaign and the hiring of an architect to
coordinate our building renewal opportunities.
These are important decisions that need to be decided by the whole
congregation, as they are vital to our continued mission. We have
discussed many times the needs we have regarding the necessity for a
capital campaign, now it is time to determine how we make that happen
and everyone's input is important. We hope to see you there.
Bethel Executive Committee

Be. The. Love
Bethel members do a great job loving the community and the world through our annual Be The
Love campaign. Here are some of the stories you have shared about what God is doing through
our gifts. Thanks for seeing the needs of our community and responding with God’s love and
care.
“A former WHS student of mine was topping an evergreen tree when another branch was
struck and broke off hitting this person and breaking both bones in his leg. So for the time, he
is unemployed.”
“Donation to the Circle of Nations school. Several students whose families struggle with
addictions. I made a donation of $50 to buy materials for these students.”
“I tripled the money and sent to a college student away from home, gave money to a waitress
who works so hard, and sent money to a grandma who travels to Wahpeton to babysit.”
“I gave my Be The Love money to our local KINSHIP organization. They are important to our
youth and their development. Blessing to the youth and their mentor.”
“We got $50 which we gave to the Richland Food Pantry and then we matched it.”
“I gave money to the local food pantry. I matched that amount and sent a check to the Great
Plains Food Bank.”

BE.THE.Love

BETHEL NURSERY!
Attention parents/guardians/grandparents of small children:

We will have hired nursery staff ready to care and love your children while you participate in
worship, Wednesday School, choir, coffee hour, Confirmation, Adult Education, etc. We
desire to have your children in worship and participating in the activities at the church,
however, we also realize that it can be difficult for the adults. Please take advantage of this
service. The two women who will care for our children are: Courtney Dimmer and
Shea Gilbertson.
Hours: Sundays: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Wednesdays: 5:00 – 7:30 pm

Wednesday nights 5:30-6:30 pm in the Gisvold lounge.
If the kids have class, there will be Parent's Time.

EVERYONE WELCOME!!
JOIN US! Wednesday nights

for fun, fellowship, coffee and treat while the kids are at Wednesday School

Don't miss out!

INTERESTED
IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
If you or someone you know desire membership please contact:
or
Pastor Erika at ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
or call the church office at 642-4472.
New Member Sunday is November 11

Financial Update
Year to date Income
Year to date Expenses
Deficit

CONTACT INFO:

$292204.69
$322829.78
-$ 30625.09

Phone 642-4472
Fax 642-2477

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012 ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
Pastor Jim:

701-403-3254

jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com

Building Hours
8am-9pm Monday-Thursday
8am-3pm Friday
8am-11pm Sunday

College Students!
Join us on Wednesday’s for supper
starting at 5:00 and worship to
follow! Meal is free with a student
ID.
Ashley Petersen:
betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com
Brian Finnie:
brian_finnie@yahoo.com
Missy Klose
mklose@bethelwahpeton.com
Clare Byron:
cbyron@bethelwahpeton.com
Lisa Bassingthwaite: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

http://bethelwahpeton.com
or
www.facebook.com/bethelwahpeton

Remember: October is Pastor Appreciation Month
Let’s remember to let them know how much we
appreciate all that they do!

The Stewardship Committee would like to share this excerpt from the Eastern
ND Synod website:
Contemplating Stewardship: Give until it hurts? “The Cheerful Giver”
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
When I was doing my pastoral internship, I had a conversation with the biggest
financial giver from the congregation to talk about financial stewardship. I asked
if he gives until it hurts. He said, “I used to give until it hurts, now I give
more. I give until it feels good.”
If you average 50 people in worship every week. If each person gives $3 more,
that would increase your annual budget $7800.
If you average 100 people in worship every week. If each person gives $3 more,
that would increase your annual budget $15,600.
If you average 200 people in worship every week. If each person gives $3 more,
that would increase your annual budget $31,200.
May we give bountifully, not reluctantly or under compulsion, may we give until
it feels good!
Submitted by Pr. Joe Johnson

ADULT EDUCATION
September 30TH
THE LORD’S PRAYER with Walter Wangerin, Jr.

ADULT EDUCATION
COMING OCTOBER 7TH AND 14TH
PRESENTED BY MICHELLE EBERHARDT
Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate?

Transferring Non-titled Personal Property in North Dakota
AND
Passing on Family Memories

ADULT EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 4, 11, 18, 25
Before Amen: The Power of a Simple
Prayer
by Max Lucado

New Member Sunday,
November 11, 2018
A pot luck to welcome new members
will be in fellowship hall following
the 11:00 am service.
BRING YOUR FAVORITE DISH TO SHARE

Food Backpack Program
The Board of Outreach is looking for your help in acquiring food items for the Food Backpack
Program. The Food Backpack Program is a program that sends food home on the weekends with
students that receive reduced or free meals at school and may not have food available to them at
home on the weekends.
A different item of food will be focused on each month that
can be dropped off in front of the office in a marked container.

This month's item is peanut butter!
Thank you for your help in supporting this important
outreach ministry!

A big THANK YOU for to all who participated in God’s Work Our Hands Sunday!
Together we served our community through: painting swing sets in the park, cleaning up
our nursery space to welcome our smallest worshippers, providing a great breakfast to
our community, and helping our neighbors get ready for cooler weather and
housekeeping. You did great work at showing the Love of Christ by serving our
community!

•
•
•

•
•

Important Dates
October 13 Valley Scare/Feed my Starving Children
October 21 Cross generation event between services
October 24 Blessing of the backpacks, teachers, and
guides at the 6:45 service
October 28 Congregational meeting
October 31 No Wednesday school or confirmation

If interested in
subbing for
Wednesday school
or for
Confirmation,
please let Lisa
know! :)

Senior High
Join me on September 27 in
the youth room for food,
fun, and planning! We will
be talking about summer
2019 trips!

Please get your Wednesday
school registrations in as soon
as possible! Registrations are
available outside the main
office They are also available
on the Bethel website.

Wednesday by the Numbers
Kitchen Staff– 15

Hall Security-2

Nursery Staff– 1

High School Volunteers-10

Soundboard-3

Parent Time– 10

Confirmation-90

Wednesday School-85

NEEDED:
Donations of Candy!
Bethel is looking for donations of
candy for Zoo Boo.
If you can donate a bag or two, drop them off at the
office!

Library Hours
The Children's Library will be open the
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month
starting October 3rd from 4:30-5:30.

Zoo Boo!
Oct. 30, 5:30-7:30pm
Bethel will be participating in the Chahinkapa Zoo’s
Zoo Boo this year .
Come see us at our booth and say hi!

DAYTIME BOOK CLUB
The Daytime Book Club met on September 11 to discuss the book, “Before we were
Yours” by Lisa Wingate. Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life
scandals where a director of an adoption agency kidnapped and sold poor children
to rich families all over the country. This fictional story follows the life of a girl
named, Rill, and her four siblings. Our club as a whole liked the book.
The following is a listing of books to be read in the coming months:
October 9
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion
November 13
Gentleman In Moscow by Amor Towles
December 11
Book of choice to share with group
January 8, 2019 Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner
February 12
The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 10 a.m. in the Bethel Library.
Our next meeting date is October 9. All our welcome!

“In a good book the best is between the lines.”
~Swedish Proverb~

Choir: In honor of Connie Sletten’s 90th birthday given by Bev McRoberts
Bethel: In memory of Dave Tolo given by Al & Corrine Romereim
In memory of Mark Stone given by Pat & Vicki Trappen

The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource for any one person or group of people that would like to
give a memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran Church. It is the committee’s
responsibility to formulate a catalog of specific items, keep a record of all memorials and to acknowledge
those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item or honorarium
please contact committee members: Luther Sannes@642-5140; Bev McRoberts @ 642-6745 or
Reeann Enderson@640-4230

REMINDER:

Bethel does not notify families of memorials given directly to the church.

BeFriender Ministry:
Everyone is, at times, on a difficult journey and needs a caring companion to listen without judgment and provide
support. That, in a nutshell, is what BeFriender Ministry is all about. Bethel has trained members of our congregation
who are ready and willing to provide a listening ear to anyone in need.
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A BEFRIENDER VISIT YOU,
CONTACT PASTOR JIM AT 642-4472 or jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com

These are the people known to have birthdays in

October

October. If you have a birthday

in
and your name is not listed, we do not have your birthday in our church
records. Please contact the church office with your birth date so we may have it for our
records.

MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!
10/1 Henry Loock
Addisyn Marohl
Jeannie Schoneman
Darlene Schuler

10/15 Noah Hagelstrom

10/28 Arlene David

Tracy Peterson
10/16 Sylvia Likness
Brenda Prochnow

Christina Shockley
10/29 Addison Gerdon

Lisa Wixo

10/17 Mallory Anderson

10/2 Eric Rosenberg

Cindi Facey

Chelby Ward

10/3 Gail Beech

Patti Gregor

10/30 Lataya Lunneborg

Ione Muralt

10/31 Anika Birkelo

10/4 Chad Johnson
Adam Marohl
Alexis McGarry
10/5 Austin Blair

10/18 Kasen Bernstein
Jonathon Stone
10/19 Amy Adolf

Stephanie Hoefs

Sherri Bernard

Marlene Jorgensen

Rick Hendrickson

Patrick Pithey

Lucy Spiekermeier

10/6 Jesse Medenwaldt
Gerald Mohs
10/7 Trevor Bernstein
Kenneth Skoog
10/8 Crystal Asche

10/20 Darin Anderson
Susan Bronson
Logan Dimmer
Judy Oren
10/21 Drew Cvancara

George Erickson

Lacey Groneberg

Katie Erickson

Kathleen Miller

Patricia Hudson

Laurie Stone

Luke Kasowski

Vicki Trappen

10/9 Claryce Byron

10/22 Wayne Klose

Chelsy Filbert

Logan Meyer

Janice Kilber
Terrence King
Tyler Mitchell
Cassandra Munter
10/10 Brooke Wallace
Amy Welch
10/11 Lisa Braun
Shelly Grueneich

10/23 Justin Formaneck
Brittney Long
10/24 Jenna Bassingthwaite
Oscar Good
Isabelle Wahl
10/25 Marilyn Anderson
Madison Bell
10/26 Anna Marohl
Renee Speidel

10/12 Ashley Broderick
Rowan Krueger
Sharon Wixo
10/13 Baron Bjore
Brittany Thompson
10/14 Kiara Bassingthwaite

Kori Tollefson
10/27 Mia Aakre
Cale Gilbertson
Jacqui Mauch
Mckenna Steeves

Kallie Grefsrud

Linda Grochow
Harvey Link
Debra Redman

Worship VOLUNTEERS
If you are unable to serve on the assigned date and cannot find a replacement please call:
USHERS —Linda Miller -899-3479 COFFEE SERVERS—Carol Sturdevant -642-4355
READERS & COMMUNION ASSIST—Doug & Judy Peterson at 640-7010 Please notify the church office of the change at 642-4472.

9:00 am Service
October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Reader

Norma Nosek

Jane Krump

Angie Hoffman

Hal Fisher

Ushers

Keath & Cindy Borchert;
Jerry & Judy Oren

Charles & Ione Muralt; Neal
Folstad

Clint & Larissa Gilbertson;
Cyndy Gustafson; Carol
Manock

Ralph & Liz Graalum; Tom &
Sandy Bennett

Communion
Assist

Geri Coyne; Judy Oren

Coffee
Servers

Vicki Trappen;
Charlene Clute

N/A

Floss Johnson; Carol Sturdevant Sharon Kotnour,
Paul & Brigid Langseth

November 4

November 11

N/A

Glen & Reeann Enderson

Chuck & Ione Muralt,
Clark & Gail Williams

November 18

November 25

Reader

Jeff Hage

Kijia Homes

Bonnie MacIver

Diane Finnie

Ushers

Ron & Kathy McBeth; Jeff
& Eileen Hage

Jay & Katie Erickson; Bob &
Jeri Oscarson

Robb & Beth Dohman; Gloria
Dohman; Linda Miller

Wayne Braaten; Clare Byron;
Courtney Dimmer

Communion
Assist

Sonja Christensen;
Laurie Stiller

N/A

Bill & Gladys Bair

N/A

Coffee
Servers

Christa Krump

Bill & Gladys Bair, Lynn &
Jeannie Bjore

Wayne Braaten; Tony & Marie
Casper

Sonja Christensen; Holly Close

Please notify the church office of the change at 642-4472.

11:00 am Service
October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Reader

Lila Gedrose

Sheila Dolan

Muriel Hendrick

Steph Beyer

Ushers

Jason & Danielle Flack &
family

Aaron Riebe & Sheila Dolan &
Girls

Brad & Angie Cruff

Ryan & Judy Smith

Communion
Assist

Bob & Ginny Buck
Joyce Johnson– Runner

Coffee
Servers

Kathy Johnson

November 4

N/A

Jay & Andrea Thimjon

November 11

Pam Hendrickson & Linda
Grochow
Linda Miller-Runner
Joyce Johnson

November 18

Reader

Alex Hendrickson

Kelly Voss

Kathy Hammer

Ushers

Wanda & Mark Sherven
Blake & Alissa Sherven

Rick & Deb Jacobson

Paul & Sibyl Jacklitch

Communion
Assist

Char Oehlke & Trese Saar
Paul Oehlke– runner

N/A

Kathy Hammer
Kelly Carlson
Barb Mohs– runner

Coffee Servers

Paul & Char Oehlke

Pam Hendrickson

Kim Pauly

N/A

Greg & Darcy Meide

November 25
Ginny Buck
?
N/A

?

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
September 12, 2018
CALL TO ORDER – Hal Fisher 6:30 PM
Roll Call
Hal Fisher

X

Jenn Plummer Board of Lay

X

Art Grochow

X

Jeff Beyer Board of Property

A

Pat Pithey

X

Blake Peterson , Board of Outreach

X

Sandi Gilbertson

X

Guests:

Julè Ballinger

X

Erika Buller

X

Cyndy Gustafson Board of Education

X

Angie Cruff , Board of Stewardship

A

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Pastor Erika Buller
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of August 14, 2018 Minutes: Motion by Jenn Plummer, Second by Blake Peterson
(motion carried)
TREASURERS REPORT:
May 31
July 31
August
Envelope offering:
$28,749.75 $34,283.90
$40,052.21
Deficit:
-$35,447.49
($38,473.21) ($30,625.09)
Checking acct balance:
-$32,714.61
($35,740.33) ($27,892.21)
Building fund balance:
$ 6,772.16
$6,992.16
$6,937.16
Capital improvement fund balance:
$ 1,338.22
$1,413.12
$1,413.22
Landscaping fund balance:
$ 1,869.73
$1,319.73
$1,319.73
Benevolences were paid.
Motion by Art Grochow, approve as presented; Second by Cyndy Gustafson to move to audit
committee (motion carried)

Motion to eliminate Building fund balance, capital improvement fund balance, landscaping fund
balance as a reported amount for the budget report.
Motion by Pat Pithey, seconded by Jenn Plummer (motion carried)
OLD BUSINESS:
Electronic giving - Give+text – any updates – turn the idea over to the board of stewardship to
record a live video for Give+text
Pot Luck with a purpose – October 14th

NEW BUSINESS:
Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Angie Cruff – reviewed report
Fall campaign October 7 You are the Church, 14 We are the Church, 21 – Be the Church
Board of Property: Jeff Beyer – no report
Board of Education: Cyndy Gustafson
Next week is the first night for Wednesday school and confirmation
Wednesday schoolteachers are filled
Guide leaders for confirmation are filled
Valleyscare will be in October 13th
Castaway coming up in September
Board of Lay: Jenn Plummer
How to find sound board operators
Nursery workers Courtney Dimmer and Shea Gilbertson
Board of Outreach: Blake Peterson - review minutes
New member Sunday - November 11
Call committee – those asking to be on the committee present why they want to be on the committee or prepare document stating why they want to be on the committee

Ministry site profile update – there is a fill in the blank copy that Hal printed that we can fill out
and submit
Update on the custodial/security position.
Process for capital campaign – October 28 10:00 am Congregational meeting to take a vote
whether or not we take the next step forward in this process
Board Reports – each board email minutes to bethel office to review prior to planning council
meeting
Dates:
October 14 Potluck with a purpose
First Sunday back to 2 services – September 16
Be the Love Sunday – September 16
Rally Sunday – September 16
First day of Wednesday School – September 19
First day of confirmation – September 19
Congregational meeting – October 28
Beacon articles are due to the office October 22
Spiritual Direction will be given in August by: Pastor Erika

Next meeting Wednesday October 10, 2018 at 6:30 (note this a Wednesday)

