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Bethel Lutheran Church is a community of believers called by God to invite all people into a living relationship with Jesus
Christ, build them up in the faith, and send them out to be witnesses in word and deed to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Change:
Thoughts from your head custodian, Brian Finnie
There are several different definitions of this word in the dictionary but the ones that stand
out the most to me are: 1) to make different the form, future course of something, 2) to
become transformed or converted, and 3) a transformation or modification.
Now let’s think about this and Bethel. Hmmm… A lot of things come to mind… Change
brought me here a year and a half ago. And since then changes have happened: fresh paint,
new equipment, staff, even new members to the church. Fact is, change happens everyday
here at Bethel; lights, decorations, set up, take down events, paraments… the list goes on
and on. My whole job is about change. These changes are often small on the scale of things
and some are taken for granted or simply go unnoticed.
Now Bethel is looking at some big changes. One being saying good bye to our Pastor Jule’. I
know, personally, this will be hard to accept. As with new leadership comes new directions
and new ideas.
Another change is looking forward and planning some change in our sanctuary and upgrades to the building we call Bethel. With this happening, it stirs the pot. Folks may get
uneasy with all the change. It makes for a lot of talk and gets rumors and negativity floating
around. Now, it is important to remember we are just in the beginning stages of these
changes. Everyone is entitled to their opinion. If you have concerns about how these
changes happen, I would love to see you be involved in the planning not in nay-saying. We
are together on this, and we really are just in the beginning stages.
I have been a life-long member of Bethel. I was baptized, received my first communion, was
confirmed and even married in this church. I have seen big changes like the addition added
in the 1980s, our symbolic window (which I still deal with because I never did figure out
exactly how many triangles were in that window), the hymnals and Sunday School going to
Wednesday School. All of which are big changes. Yes, there was opposition and different
ideas and dislikes.
The fact is that change happened and Bethel is bigger and better, growing and moving
forward.
So I ask you this….

Be the love. Be the community of believers. Keep an open mind with all ideas, comments
and talks. Attend meetings that are held. Be a part of this venture as we renew and refresh
so that future generations of believers are proud to call Bethel, home.

Fall Schedule Begins
Sunday, September 16
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Fellowship
11:00 am Contemporary Worship

INTERESTED
IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
If you or someone you know desire membership
please contact:
Pastor Erika at ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
or call the church office at 642-4472.

CONTACT INFO:

Phone 642-4472

Fax 642-2477

Ashley Petersen:
betheloffice@bethelwahpeton.com
Brian Finnie:
brian_finnie@yahoo.com
701-403-3254 jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com Missy Klose
mklose@bethelwahpeton.com
Clare Byron:
cbyron@bethelwahpeton.com
Lisa Bassingthwaite: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com

Pastor Erika: 952-454-6012 ebuller@bethelwahpeton.com
Pastor Jim:

Building Hours
8am-5pm Monday-Thursday
8am-3pm Friday
7am-1pm Sundays

http://bethelwahpeton.com
or
www.facebook.com/bethelwahpeton

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember
you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from
the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” ~ Philippians 1:2-6

A note from your Senior Pastor
August 6, 2018
Bethel Lutheran Church family,
As I write this letter, I realize it was about 10 years ago that I wrote one similar. I
returned to you as your senior pastor seven and a half years ago. The Lord called me to
return to you and what a ride the Spirit has led us. It has been a true honor serving with you.
You are a vibrant growing congregation with amazing leadership, staff, and spirit. I am
writing to let you know that I have accepted the call to serve two rural congregations as their
pastor; Richland Lutheran Church (rural Walcott) and Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
(Colfax, ND). It will not be easy leaving Bethel Lutheran Church again; however, when I
became ordained I made a promise to follow wherever God may lead. With bittersweet
excitement I hear God calling me and my family to rural ministry.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you Bethel Lutheran for a total of ten and a half
years of ministry. I pray that I have ministered to you at least 1/10 of the ministry you have
given to me over the years. You have loved me through extreme personal difficulties and
great joys. Thank you. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your spiritual lives, your
family, and this community. I believe that God would not call me into a new ministry
without thinking of this amazing place of ministry first. I trust that ministry will continue
with your innovative ideas, enthusiasm, and love of the Gospel.
My final day of employment at Bethel will be August 31st. However, I have almost
two weeks of vacation to use so my final Sunday will be August 19 th. I will start my new
call on September 4th. The boys and I plan on moving to the Walcott/Colfax area. Please
continue to keep me in your prayers, as I will continue to pray for you. Thank you for
sharing your faith and life with me; it has truly been an honor. Continue to BE.THE.Love
and the world will be blessed!
Love in Christ,
Pastor Julé Ballinger

Bethel Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the beautiful way in which you sent off the boys and me on
Sunday, August 19th! We felt so loved and appreciated. This has been the only
church home either of them remembers and they felt the love of this community.
They truly felt like VIP’s here. Thank you for sharing the love of Christ with us all!
It has been an honor to serve you. As I have been visiting with many of you these past
few weeks, I am beginning to understand the breadth and depth of God’s love through
ministry together in the ordinary, in sermons, worship, baptisms, weddings, funerals, education, trips,
struggles, addictions, marital issues, divorce, births, and so much more. Not only have I walked with you, but
much has changed in my life as well over these years. You too, have been God “with skin on” for me. Thank
you. This church is not a building, it is incredible people living out the mission of Jesus Christ. Since my
new call is only 40 minutes away, I ask for your assistance in making certain that I follow the guidelines set
forth by the synod:

Pastoral Ethics:

Pastors Relating to Previously Served Parishes

When a pastor accepts a call to a congregation, a sacred covenant is established between the pastor and
the people of God in that place. In order for ministry to be strong and effective, the covenant needs to be
strengthened and nurtured until God calls that pastor to another sector of ministry. When a pastor resigns a
call, the covenant ends.
How does a pastor relate appropriately to members of a congregation where one has previously
served? We offer the following guidelines so that good choices can be made which do not negatively affect
the ministry of the people of God.
1.
It is your responsibility as a former pastor to decline invitations to conduct pastoral acts (baptisms,
weddings, funerals, hospital visits, etc.) in any former parish. It is important that you do not pass the
burden of such decisions back to the pastor who currently holds that call nor to elected congregational
leaders. As professional people, we commit ourselves to act responsibly in these matters. For the sake
of the church and the ongoing ministry of the congregation, “Do to others as you would have them do
to you.” When we do that, our relating to members of previous parishes can be used by God to build
up the body of Christ.
2.
It is your responsibility as a former pastor to be supportive of your successor (even when that is difficult to do). It is your responsibility to sever pastoral ties with your former congregation.
3.
While the above statements are addressed to pastors, spouses of pastors must consider the same factors
and also respect the recommendations made above. Spouses share a pastoral identity and, as a result,
can become hindrances as easily as a pastor can.
4.
It is your responsibility as a former pastor to change your church membership and to worship at a new
church when possible.
Pastors and congregational leaders should also be aware of the following provision of the Synod Constitution:
S14.14 Ordained ministers shall respect the integrity of the ministry of the congregations which they
do not serve and shall not exercise ministerial functions therein unless invited to do so by the pastor,
or if there is no duly called pastor, then by the interim pastor in consultation with the Congregation
Council.
Bethel Lutheran Church, we do this so that I can fully engage in the new ministry that I am being called. The
church does this so that you can fully embrace your newly called interim and then newly called senior pastor.
God has such amazing ministry planned for Bethel Lutheran Church! I can’t wait to witness it! I can’t wait to
read about it! Thank you for letting me be a small part of it, at one time in your history! Starting September
1, I will be unfriending all Bethel members on Facebook. This may seem harsh and confusing. This is
advised from the Synod and other experienced pastors. I have done this in the past as I have transitioned from
one parish to another. The church does this so that I become more fully engaged in my new congregation.

BE.THE.Love,
Pastor Julé Ballinger

Call Committee Guidelines
As we prayerfully search for a call committee for Senior Pastor, we will
follow the guidelines according to the bylaws.
The call committee will consist of:
A. At least one volunteer from planning council (cannot be
executive board members or staff).
B. Seven total members
C. A chair and a secretary
Planning council will make the decision for the committee.
Process
1. Contact Ashley at the Bethel office to submit a nomination for the
committee.
2. Planning council will organize the list of volunteers and select the
committee.
3. Planning council will organize the initial meeting.

BE.THE.Love

Food Backpack Program
The Board of Outreach is looking for your help in acquiring food items for the Food Backpack Program.
The Food Backpack Program is a program that sends food home on the weekends with students that receive
reduced or free meals at school and may not have food available to them at home on the weekends.
A different item of food will be focused on each month that can be dropped off in front of the
office in a marked container.

September’s item is:

Boxed Macaroni & Cheese
Thank you for supporting this important outreach ministry!

College Students!
Join us on Wednesdays for supper
starting at 5:30 and worship to follow!
Meal is free with a student ID.

Stewardship Snippet –
Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 1 Corinthians 4:1-2
What is stewardship?
The definition of stewardship is: the responsibility of something entrusted to you. Stewardship
is about trust & responsibility. What has God entrusted to you?
Most of us have a long list of responsibilities.
We are stewards of:
Work, school, education, kids, youth, health, home, spouse, family
We are stewards of:
The hungry, poor, thirsty, imprisoned, elderly, oppressed, marginalized
We are stewards of:
Time, talent, treasure
We are stewards of:
Tithing, finance, money, investments, bills, financial planning
We are stewards of:
Land, air, water, soil, crops, creation
We are stewards of:
Church, church buildings, ministry and mission
We are stewards of the mysteries of God!

Thrivent Financial Members
Thrivent members take heed that Thrivent still has “Choice Dollars” available.
They do not remind you by email anymore. You can go online and use you’re My
Thrivent I.D. and password you can direct your “Choice Dollars” to the
organization of your choice. You may also call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 and
they will be glad to help you. If you have any questions feel free to contact Art
Grochow at 701-640-3270 and I will be glad to give you the information.

I just heard that it is less than 150 days until Christmas.
Gift giving happens all year long with birthdays, anniversaries, Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, Grandparents Day etc., but advertisements and shopping really
get going between now and December 25th. What do you give to the people you love that have
“everything” and when you ask what they want they say “nothing”?
I could never understand when my Grandma Ruth would say “I don’t need any more stuff, don’t
buy me anything, I don’t need it.” Now, I get it. I initially started thinking about this seriously when I
was diagnosed with cancer and wasn’t sure how many years I would have on earth. It’s funny how we
think we have forever even when we know we don’t until something jolts us out of our complacency. Anyway, Daryl and I have enough stuff, we decided we wanted memories and we wanted to give our kids
and grandkids memories too, not another toy that gets put on the next rummage sale. At our house we call
our gifts “adventures.” Our family knows that if someone says we are going on an adventure--- something fun is going to happen. Our six year old granddaughter has it figured out, and the little ones are
close behind I know. “Can we go on an adventure soon Grandma?” It might be a trip for an ice cream
cone or to the children’s museum or to the dollar store or to the park or a bike ride or swimming. One day
we went to Payless Shoes and she tried on shoes, some with high heels, fur, sparkles etc- almost none in
her own size. She had a ball and I laughed and laughed at her modeling and giggles. (We did buy a pair of
shoes, so I don’t think the sales clerk was too upset.)
I think the feeling of “enough stuff” is widespread. I hear it from so many people. “I don’t need
more stuff, I have enough shirts and knickknacks.” So, I have been doing a little survey of what people
could use- it isn’t all inclusive but you will get the idea and these are in no particular order.
Gift Ideas for your Parents/Grandparents/Great Grandparents
Hair Cuts- check with the beauty shop or barber shop your loved one uses and pre pay for a haircut.
Gas Cards – most stations have gift cards
Manicures/Pedicures- most places have gift cards, better yet, go with them and do this together (yes
men- you can take your mom out to do this- I guarantee you will both have a great time laughing)
Groceries/supplies- gift cards to use any time
Meals on Wheels- call the Senior Center near your loved one to inquire how to prepay for them
Transportation Tickets- can get for the taxi or senior citizen bus so they are prepaid.
Meals at Senior Center- call the Senior Center near your loved one
Pre pay electric bill or rent for a month or two
Gift Cards for eating places
Donate to the Church or charity of their choice in their honor
Time together- go for a drive, look at photo albums together, take them to visit a relative your loved
one hasn’t seen for a while.
If a person hasn’t used a gift card before, or if something was prepaid for them, you might need to explain
how that works. I can almost guarantee they will be happy with their gift. Have fun planning gifts for
people you care about.
I wish you many useable gifts and adventures making memories that won’t gather dust or hang in the
closet. :)
Michelle Eberhardt RN, Faith Community Nurse

31st Annual Easter ND Synodical Convention of the Women of the ELCA
Saturday, September 22, 2018
Red Willow Bible Camp
Rural Binford, ND

Please join us for a 90th Birthday celebration
honoring Connie Sletten, Sunday September 9th,
2:00-4:00 in Fellowship hall. Hosted by her
family. Your presence is your gift.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday!
September 9, 2018

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ
to serve and love our neighbor.
On Sunday, September 9, wear your work clothes to the 9 am worship service; bring your gloves, rakes,
ladders, etc. Come ready to do God’s work with our hands in the community. You will be sent out to do
work at people’s homes and throughout the community. If you cannot do physical labor, don’t worry we
have work for you around Bethel as well! Come ready to serve!
Everyone will receive and are expected to wear a bright yellow t-shirt! (If you have one, wear it!)
YELLOW: wear it, share it!

Schedule:

9 am - Regular Traditional Worship w/ Commissioning of workers
10 am-10:30 am - Breakfast for workers (Eggs, caramel rolls, juice & coffee)
Free-will offering.
After breakfast - Sign-up and send out workers
10:30 am-1:00 pm - Work!

PLEASE BRING IF ABLE:

Gloves
Spades/shovels/ladders
Rubber boots
Paint clothes-shoes/supplies
Vehicle to haul branches (a couple of places)
Window washing supplies
Buckets
Smile! Enthusiasm! Willingness to be the
hands and feet of God!

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday!
September 9, 2018

Could you use a hand with some work at home that you could use a hand?
Do we have a deal for you!
Please fill out the form and we will send willing and able workers to your home on
Sunday, September 9 from 10:30 am until 1 pm.
Ideas for jobs: gutters, painting, washing windows, raking, cleaning house, weeding, yard work, etc.

____Yes! I have some work you can do!
Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number ________________________E-mail_____________________________________________
Work details ____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Please place completed form on the counter by the office.
We will be in touch before the event!

BE.THE.Love Sunday!
None of us, including me, ever do great things. But we can all do small things,
with great love, and together we can do something wonderful.
~ Mother Teresa
HOW MUCH LOVE CAN ONE ENVELOPE HOLD? Well, Bethel Lutheran, that is up to you! Let’s see how
much love can be spread on BE.THE.Love Sunday! Here is how this fourth annual project will work:
Come to worship on Sunday, September 16, 2018 at 9 am and 11 am OR Wednesday, September 19 at 6:45
pm to hear an inspiring sermon on this mission challenge!
A certain number of envelopes with $50 will be available for each family unit to take and use in our community
to spread God’s love.
Inside the envelope will be three things:
1) cash
2) a BE.THE.Love card to give to the individual/group that you choose to use the cash.
3) a story card for you to return as a special offering on the Sunday’s and Wednesday to follow.
If you would like to participate and would like to donate your own money, there will be envelopes available for
you too! We will have ‘empty’ envelopes for you to take that will also include the BE.THE.Love cards and the
card for telling your story.
We are including a challenge to you as well! We would like to challenge you/your family to match the funds in
the envelope. How cool would it be for the $4,000 for this project if it turned into $8,000 or more???!!! Can you
imagine the impact and surprise in the community? All because we have been blessed to be a blessing because of
our faith in Jesus Christ!
A few ideas for you to do with your envelope’s contents: go to a restaurant and wait for the Holy Spirit to show
you who needs some love – pay for their meal and at the till have the server give them a BE.THE.Love card.
Make a donation to your favorite charity. Buy someone’s oil change. Take your neighbor to a restaurant. The
possibilities are endless!
The purpose of this event is NOT to get people to come to Bethel. The purpose is just to do something for
others in the name of Christ. This is evangelism in the name of love rather than evangelism as an advertising tool
for our congregation.

The Evening Book Club continues to meet monthly on the first Tuesday of the month @ 7:00. Here is a synopsis
of the books that we have read this year.
January: Katherina & Martin Luther: The Radical Marriage of a Runaway Nun and Renegad Monk by Michelle
DeRusha 4 stars
February: The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 4-1/2 stars
March: In Farleigh's Field by Rhys Bowen 4-1/2 stars
April: A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman 4-1/2 stars
May: Night by Elie Wiesel 3-1/2 stars
June: The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion 4-1/2 stars
July: Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 4 stars
August: The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 4-1/2 stars
Please join us in September when we will be reading The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd.

DAYTIME BOOK CLUB
The Daytime Book Club met on August 14 to discuss the book, “The Silent Gift”
by Michael Landon,Jr. Many of us loved this book and would recommend you add
this to your reading list. You can find this book in the Bethel Library.
Scheduled books to read for the remainder of 2018:
September 11
Before we were Yours by Lisa Wingate
October 9
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion
November 13
Gentleman In Moscow by Amor Towles
December 11
Book of choice to share with group
Our book club meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. and will meet on
September 11, 2018. Please consider joining us; we have a growing number of eight
readers. All our welcome!

“Sleep is good, he said, and books are better.”
~George R.R. Martin~

2018-19 Bethel Lutheran Christian Education Registration
Jesus said, “Let the Little children come to me, and do not stop them;
for it is such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”
Matthew 19:14
Christian Education will again be on Wednesdays for the 2018-19 sessions.
Starting date will be Wednesday, September 19, 2018.
Time: The schedule will look like: 5:00 to 5:30 supper served, 5:30-6:30 Christian Education,
6:45-7:30 Worship.
A home cooked meal will be served each week with a $3 charge per person per meal.
Investment: We are suggesting a donation of $20 per student or $40 family maximum to help
cover the costs of materials and allow us to expand the programs we offer. We are also asking for
parental involvement through volunteering on Wednesday Evenings. If interested in
volunteering, or have questions or concerns please contact the church office.
Financial Assistance is available for those needing help covering the suggested tuition and meal
costs.
Contact information: wschool@bethelwahpeton.com or 642-4472
Registrations can be mailed to:
Christian Ed Coordinator
Bethel Lutheran Church
607 6th St. N.
Wahpeton, ND 58075

Christian Education classes begin
Wednesday, September 19
5:00 pm supper
5:30 pm classes
6:45 pm Worship

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Preschool (4yrs) – 5th Grade CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REGISTRATION
(Children may start at any time during the year after their 4 th birthday)
Family Information: Please Print Clearly
Parent Name:
Phone#(Home and Cell):
Parent Name:

Phone#(Home and Cell):

Address:

Do you text message: YES NO

E-mail Address:
Are you a member of Bethel? YES NO
Student Information: Please Print Clearly
Name:

If NO would you like information? YES NO
Date of Birth:

Grade Fall of 2017:

Male or Female:

Special Info :( Food allergies, special
needs, etc.)

Has this child taken 1st communion
classes? YES
NO

Name:

Date of Birth:

Grade Fall of 2017:

Male or Female:

Special Info :( Food allergies, special
needs, etc.)

Has this child taken 1st communion
clas ses? YES
NO

Name:

Date of Birth:

Grade Fall of 2017:

Male or Female:

Special Info :( Food allergies, special
needs, etc.)

Has this child taken 1st communion
classes YES NO

Name:

Date of Birth:

Grade Fall of 2017:

Male or Female:

Special Info :( Food allergies, special
needs, etc.)

Has this child taken 1st communion
classes? YES NO

Student Pickup: Please let us know if you have special instructions for your child after Christian Education.

I do not give permission for my child to be released from Bethel Christian Education with the following people:
Name
Relationship
Brief Description
Name

Relationship

Brief Description

Photo Release: Pictures may be taken of your child while at Bethel Lutheran Church events. These pictures may be posted at the church or at
www.bethelwahpeton.com or www.facebook.com/bethelwahpeton
_____I give Bethel Lutheran Church permission to take and use my child’s picture.
_____I do not want my child’s picture taken
Field trip permission: I give Bethel Lutheran church permission to drive my child within the cities limits of Wahpeton/Breckenridge for
service projects for the academic year of 2018-2019. We will also email, text, or send a note home before each trip.
YES____ NO___
Date
Amt. Paid
Check #

Signature______________________________________

WELCOME BACK!
Hello, my name is Lisa Bassingthwaite and I’m the Christian Education Coordinator
here at Bethel Lutheran church. I’m very excited to start my second year!
Thank you to all of you that have already registered for Wednesday school. If you
haven’t registered yet please do so soon. Registration forms are available by the main
office, or here in the Beacon.
Wednesday school will began on September 19th. Our schedule will be the same as it
has been in the past:
Supper 5:00-5:30 ($3/person)
Wednesday School 5:30-6:30
Worship at 6:45

The Children's Library will be open the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month starting October 3rd from
4:30-5:30.
Soon we will be starting another year of confirmation and Wednesday school. On Wednesday,
September 5 6:00-8:00 we will be cleaning up the Wednesday school rooms, Wednesday September 12,
we will have our Confirmation orientation at 5:30. This meeting is for parents, kids come next week. Our
first day of formal confirmation and Wednesday school will be Wednesday, September 19.
The preschool-4th grade Wednesday school will be using Spark curriculum we will again spend two weeks
on each lesson. The 5th graders will be using the Connect curriculum focusing on Jesus: early years. The
confirmation students will be focusing on Lutheran History & Catechism. Collaborate Lutheran Confirmation is the name of the curriculum. It utilizes a 5-10-minute video along with interactive lesson material.
We will be learning about what makes Lutheran Christians distinct. I’m very excited to start a new
year….summers are way too quiet around here.

Dates to Remember
September 5 Come help get the Wednesday school rooms
ready!
September 12 Confirmation Orientation &
Castaways registration dead line
September 19 Confirmation and Wednesday
School start & Valley Scare/ Feed my starving children
registration dead line
September 21-23 Castaways Middle School retreat
September 28-30 Castaways High School retreat

Lisa’s Office Hours
Monday 8:30-5:00
Tuesday 8:30-5:00
Wednesday 8:30-7:00
Thursday 8:30-3:00
Friday 8:30-12:00

The Wednesday school store is
in need of donations! The kids
love non-caffeinated pop,
juice, snack size chips and
crackers, and candy!

Deadline for Castaways is September 12 & Valley
Scare is September 19
Castaway Club is a beautiful retreat center near
Detroit Lakes, MN. There are two retreats sponsored
by the Eastern North Dakota Synod this fall. Castaway
Club features huge hot tubs, a beautiful view of the
lake, awesome food, and lots of fun activities. The
first is for 6-8th graders on September 21-23. The
second is for 9-12th graders on September 28-30. Your cost for the weekend
(includes housing, food, registration) is $130.00 for middle schoolers, and
$145.00 for high schoolers.
ValleyScare/Feed My Starving Children this event is open for youth in grades
7-12. This is a popular event, so the earlier you register, the better. We will be
going Saturday, October 13 at 7:30 am. You are not registered until the release
form and the money have been turned in. The cost for this event is $75 (this
covers transportation, one meal, and admission to the park). Souvenirs, food at
the park and returning home are on your own. We will return sometime after
1:00. You can make checks out to Bethel.
ValleyScare/Feed My Starving Children this year we will be adding to this
popular event! Before we go to ValleyScare we will be volunteering with an
organization called Feed My Starving Children. Feed My Starving Children
(FMSC) is a Christian non-profit that provides nutritionally complete meals
specifically formulated for malnourished children.

FMSC’S Mission: Feeding God’s starving children hungry in body and
spirit. Our process is simple. Donations given by people just like you fund
the meal ingredients. Volunteers hand-pack the meals. Meals are donated
to FMSC food partners around the world, where kids are fed, and lives
are saved!

Wednesday School
In memory of Mavis Onchuck given by Lynn & Coleen Thoe
Bethel

In memory of Duane Lunde given by Carol Erbstoesser
In memory of Carol Manock given by Chuck & Ione Muralt
In memory of Henry Bontjes, father of Larry Bontjes, given by Linda Miller

Via de Cristo
In memory of Carol Manock given by Paul & Char Oehlke
Building
Quilting

In memory of Carol Manock given by Pearl Lee
In memory of Dave Tolo given by Ray & Lynda Neuman; Deb Anderson Roesler

In memory of Carol Manock given by Sharon Kotnour
Faith Tool Box
In memory of Carol Manock given by Donna Marohl
Henry Bontjes, father of Larry Bontjes given by Donna Marohl
Bethel Deficit
In memory of Carol Manock given by Keath & Cindy Borchert; Clare Byron; Linda Miller
Refurbish the Altar Cross
In memory of David Tolo given by the Tolo family
Sanctuary Revitalization
In memory of Carol Manock given by Wayne & Wanda Mauch

The Memorial Committee’s main objective is to be the resource for any one person or group of people that
would like to give a memorial, honorarium, or commemorate an occasion to Bethel Lutheran Church. It is
the committee’s responsibility to formulate a catalog of specific items, keep a record of all memorials and
to acknowledge those that have given gifts.
If you have any questions regarding memorial items or wish to give a memorial item or honorarium
please contact committee members: Luther Sannes@642-5140; or Reeann Enderson@640-4230
Thanks to the members of Bethel for your continued support.

REMINDER:

Bethel does not notify families of memorials given directly to the church.

BeFriender Ministry:
Everyone is, at times, on a difficult journey and needs a caring companion to listen without judgment
and provide support. That, in a nutshell, is what BeFriender Ministry is all about. Bethel has trained
members of our congregation who are ready and willing to provide a listening ear to anyone in need.
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A BEFRIENDER VISIT YOU,
CONTACT PASTOR JIM AT 642-4472 or jgustafson@bethelwahpeton.com

These are the people known to have birthdays in

September

September.

If you have a birthday

in
and your name is not listed, we do not have your birthday in our
church records. Please contact the church office with your birth date so we may have it for
our records.

MAY EACH OF YOU HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!
9/1 Emmy Hasbargen

9/15 David Erlandson
Zayne Medhaug

Cooper Krause
Judy Smith

9/16 Stephanie Beyer
Jason Flack

9/2 Michael Blome

Harper Krump

Jay Erickson
Jeffrey Kahler

9/17 Linda Azure

9/27 Alex Rowland
Michael Stone
9/28 Brody Bakewell
Wade Gilbertson
9/29 Sheila Dolan
Elaine Klocke

Brianne Bjore

Esther Krause

Annabelle Miller

Braden Meyer

Laura Nieuwsma

Scott Steffens

Judy Peterson

Rylan Silvernail

Riley Thimjon

Paige Ward

Nathan Worrel
9/3 Steven Fischer

Samuel Trappen

9/4 Kaitlynn Crandall
Art Grochow

9/19 Christopher DeVries

McKenzie Klocke

Ruth Larson

Brooke Meyer

Luann Zaun

9/5 Marla Mikesh

9/20 James Facey
Jesse Stiller

9/6 Teri Bontjes
Jeffrey Hage

9/21 Kristin Blome
Stacey Boock

Marcia Pederson
9/7 Ali Schoneman

Kylee Dohman

9/9 Kathy Hammer

Sandra Gilbertson

Anne Retzlaff

Parker Kern

Brittany Sherven

Trese Saar

Michelle Steffens

9/22 Erik Buboltz
Kallie Davis

9/10 Bryer Anderson
Grace Hunt

9/23 Samuel Cruff
Brandon Loll

Marcia Richman

Erlys Skoog

Constance Sletten
9/11 Lance Darwin

9/24 Gary Carlson

Levi Hagelstrom

Muriel Hedrick

Bridger Hansen

Jordyn Kahler

Grant Manock
Brooke Rosenberg

9/25
John Grueneich
Shelby Olson

9/12
Leland Gregor

9/26 Emma Blair

Marc Johnson

Shaina Kinneberg

Gail Williams

Ian Plummer

9/13 Jeannie Bjore
Emily Bruvold
Mark Homes
Tylee Irwin
9/14 Stanley Sirek
Dennis Trudell

Jerrick Townsend

9/30 Avery Mitchell

9:00 am Service
September 2

September 9 September 16 September 23

Reader

Clare Byron

Brenda Romereim

Ushers

Gail & Harvey Link;
Phil & Bonnie
MacIver

Communion
Assist

Hal & Diane Fisher

Coffee Servers Joan Hardie;
Bev McRoberts

Sandi Gilbertson

Cyndy Gustafson

Randal & Jean Hoerer; Gary & Jodi Friskop;
Daryl Eberhardt
James & Trudy
Jacobson

Paul & Brigid Langseth;
Karen Lutz; Judy
McDaniel

Larry & Norma Bontjes;
Darlene Schuler

N/A

Rikki Townsend;
Kathy Johnson

N/A

N/A

Neal & Phyllis
Folstad; Gary & Jody
Friskop

Gene & Marlyce
Kemmet; Henry &
MaryAnn Loock

Linda Palmer; Terry &
Suzanne Pehl

Phil & Bonnie MacIver;
Jody Rezac

October 7

Kelly Carlson

September 30

October 14

October 21

October 28

Reader

Norma Nosek

Jane Krump

Angie Hoffman

Hal Fisher

Ushers

Keath & Cindy Borchert;
Jerry & Judy Oren

Charles & Ione Muralt; Neal
Folstad

Clint & Larissa Gilbertson;
Cyndy Gustafson; Carol
Manock

Ralph & Liz Graalum; Tom &
Sandy Bennett

Communion
Assist

Geri Coyne; Sonja
Christensen

Coffee
Servers

Vicki Trappen; Charlene
Clute

N/A

N/A

Glen & Reeann Enderson

Floss Johnson; Carol Sturdevant Sharon Kotnour, Paul & Brigid
Langseth

Chuck & Ione Muralt, Clark & Gail
Williams

If you are unable to serve on the assigned date please try to find a replacement. please call— Joyce Johnson 640-3599. Please notify the
church office of the change at 642-4472.

11:00 am Service
September 2

September 9 September 16 September 23

September 30

Reader

N/A

N/A

Trese Saar

Carmen Tischer

Kelly Carlson

Ushers

N/A

N/A

Kathy Hammer;
Linda Miller

Dale Peppel;
Paul & Char Oehlke

Abby Heitkamp &
Kelly Carlson

Communion
Assist

N/A

N/A

Paul& Sibyl Jacklitch
Trese Saar-Runner

N/A

N/A

Coffee Servers N/A

N/A

Amanda Lunsetter

Julie Rosenberg

Steph Beyer

October 7

October 14

October 21

October 28

Reader

Lila Gedrose

Sheila Dolan

Muriel Hendrick

Steph Beyer

Ushers

Jason & Danielle Flack &
family

Aaron Riebe & Sheila Dolan &
Girls

Brad & Angie Cruff

Ryan & Judy Smith

Communion
Assist

Bob & Ginny Buck
Linda Miller– Runner

Coffee
Servers

Kathy Johnson

N/A

Jay & Andrea Thimjon

Pam Hendrickson & Linda
Grochow
Joyce Johnson– Runner
Joyce Johnson

N/A

Greg & Darcy Meide

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES
August 14, 2018
CALL TO ORDER – Hal Fisher 6:30 PM
Roll Call
Hal Fisher

X

Jenn Plummer Board of Lay

X

Art Grochow

X

Jeff Beyer Board of Property

A

Pat Pithey

X

Blake Peterson , Board of Outreach

X

Sandi Gilbertson

X

Guests:

Julè Ballinger

X

Erika Buller

X

Cyndy Gustafson Board of Education

X

Angie Cruff , Board of Stewardship

X

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – Jenn Plummer
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of June 12, 2018 Minutes: Motion by Art Grochow, Second by Blake Peterson (motion carried)
TREASURERS REPORT:
May 31
July 31
Benevolences were paid.
Motion by Pat Pithey, approve as presented; Second by Jenn Plummer to move to audit committee (motion
carried)
OLD BUSINESS:
Electronic giving - Give+text – any updates
Pot Luck with a purpose – October 7
Capital campaign— Met with four and executive committee made a motion to choose Blair Anderson asking
for planning council support and to move to congregation vote
Motion to support moving Blair Anderson forward for the congregation to consider approval as a consultant
for the capital campaign by Cyndy Gustafson, seconded by Blake Peterson Motion carried unanimously
$36,500 plus expenses
Report on Wednesday worship services – fun
Pet Blessing about 25 people
Houston Hoedown about 50 people
The park and potluck about 37 people
Sanctuary task force update - Board of property recommends architect to make recommendations- YHR – executive committee supports this recommendation – looking for support from planning council - would need
congregation approval

1st by Jenn Plummer, seconded by Angie Cruff Motion approved unanimously.
Motion to support moving YHR architecture firm forward to the congregation to consider approval $11,500
for the entire building.
NEW BUSINESS:
Board Reports:
Board of Stewardship: Angie Cruff – review minutes
Talked about the fall campaign October 7 You are the Church, 14 We are the Church, 21 – Be the Church
Doing the rubber wrist bands for the fall campaign.
Board of Property: Jeff Beyer – reviewed report
Board of Education: Cyndy Gustafson
Board of Lay: Jenn Plummer
Board of Outreach: Blake Peterson - review minutes
Move New member Sunday to November
God’s work our hands Sunday September 9
1st by Art Grochow and 2nd by Cyndy Gustafson motion to have the congregational meeting for October 28 –
Two topics that will be voted on will be the architect and the consultant
Motion carried unanimously.
With Reservation Art makes a motion to approve Pastor Jule’s resignation and Pat seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously
Farewell coffee after service this Sunday August 19
Board Reports – each board email minutes to bethel office to review prior to planning council meeting
Identify the volunteer from planning council (not executive board members or staff) to be on the call committee.
Need 7 members on the committee
Need a chair and a secretary
Send out a request for volunteers
The planning council volunteers to organize the list of volunteers and the initial meeting.
Information for volunteering for the call committee will be in the blue sheets on September 2nd, the Beacon in
September Beacon.
During the October planning council meeting the council will choose the call committee from the volunteer
list.
Dates:
August (TBD) Movie at Gustafson’s
Farewell coffee for Jule’ August 19
God’s work our hands September 9
October 7 Potluck with a purpose
October 28 Congregational Meeting
First Sunday back to 2 services – September
Be the Love Sunday – September 16
Rally Sunday – September 16
First day of Wednesday School – September 19
First day of confirmation – September 19
Beacon articles are due to the office July 20th
Spiritual Direction will be given in August by: Pastor Erika
Next meeting August 14, 2018 at 6:30

SEPTEMBER 2018
Sunday
26

Monday
27

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Fellowship Hour
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM CoDependents Anonymous Group
7:00 PM Via de Cristo

Tuesday
28

Wednesday
29

7:30 AM TBC
9:00 AM Bethel
Meeting
Quilting
9:00 AM Bethel
Quilting - Brown
Bag Lunch
12:00 PM
Endowment
Meeting
2:00 PM Bible
Study- Siena Court

Thursday
30

Friday

Saturday

31

1

8

11:00 AM Bible
Study for All

2

3

4

5

6

7

9:00 AM Worship/Communion
10:00 AM Fellowship Hour

Joyce in Kitchen
LABOR DAY -OFFICE CLOSED
& BUILDING
LOCKED

Joyce in Kitchen
10:00 AM BLCW
Meeting
11:00 AM Staff
Meeting
2:00 PM Bible
Study- Siena Court
7:00 PM Evening
Book Club

9:30 AM Bethel
Coffee @ the Fryn
Pan
1:30 PM Library
Committee

11:00 AM Bible
Study for All

Wedding Rehersal Ford/Stroehl
Wedding
Joyce in Kitchen

9

10

11

God Works Our Hands
8:00 AM Choir
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Fellowship Hour
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Fellowship
room Reserved
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM CoDependents Anonymous Group

Joyce in Kitchen
Joyce in Kitchen
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 7:30 AM TBC
In Stitches Group Meeting
8:30 AM
Ministerial
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Evening Quilters
10:00 AM Daytime
Book Club
11:00 AM Staff
Meeting- All
2:00 PM Bible
Study- Siena Court
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Cent. Room
Reserved

12

13

14

5:00 PM Hand Bells
5:30 PM
Confirmation
RegistrationFellowship Hall
6:30 PM Planning
Council

11:00 AM Bible
Study for All
7:30 PM Small
Group Via de
Cristo @ Judy
Petersons Home

1:00 PM Literary
Club

21

16

17

18

19

20

Be The Love Sunday
8:00 AM Choir
9:00 AM Worship/Communion
10:00 AM Fellowship Hour
11:00 AM Contemporary
Worship
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM CoDependents Anonymous Group

Beacon Articles
Due!
Joyce in Kitchen
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
In Stitches Group

Joyce in Kitchen
9:15 AM Circle 1Centennial Room
11:00 AM Staff
Meeting
2:00 PM Bible
Study- Siena Court
5:30 PM Board of
Education
5:30 PM Board of
Lay Ministry
5:30 PM Board of
Outreach
5:30 PM Board of
Property
5:30 PM Board of
Stewardship

Wednesday
School/Confirmation
Blow Up Party
9:30 AM Circle 5Fellowship Hall
5:00 PM Hand Bells
5:00 PM Supper
5:30 PM Wednesday
School &
Confirmation
6:45 PM
Worship/Communion

11:00 AM Bible
Middle School
Study for All
Castaways
12:00 PM Pastoral
Confrence Meeting

27

23

24

25

26

Middle School Castaways
8:00 AM Choir
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Fellowship Hour
11:00 AM Contemporary
Worship- Baptism
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM CoDependents Anonymous Group

Joyce in Kitchen
9:30 AM set up for
quilting
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
In Stitches Group

7:30 AM TBC
Meeting
9:00 AM Bethel
Quilting
11:00 AM Staff
Meeting
2:00 PM Bible
Study- Siena Court

9:00 AM Bethel
11:00 AM Bible
Quilting
Study for All
5:00 PM Hand Bells
5:00 PM Supper
5:30 PM Wednesday
School &
Confirmation
6:45 PM
Worship/Communion

30

1

2

Highschool Castaways
8:00 AM Choir
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Fellowship Hour
11:00 AM Contemporary
Worship
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM CoDependents Anonymous Group
7:00 PM Via de Cristo

Joyce in Kitchen
Joyce in Kitchen
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 11:00 AM Staff
In Stitches Group Meeting
2:00 PM Bible
Study- Siena Court
7:00 PM Evening
Book Club

3

4

9:30 AM Bethel
11:00 AM Bible
Coffee @ the Fryn'
Study for All
Pan
1:30 PM Library
Committee
5:00 PM Hand Bells
5:00 PM Supper
5:30 PM Wednesday
School &
Confirmation
6:45 PM
Worship/Communion

15

22
Middle School
Castaways

28

29

Highschool
Castaways

Highschool
Castaways

5

6

1:00 PM Literary
Club

